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INTRODUCTION. 


EN FOr.KKriF.NHE, SKUKSPir. 1 l'T.M AKTER, W.TS pub- 
lished in Copenhagen on November 28th, 18.82. It was 
begun in Home in the early part of that year, and finished 
at Gossensass in the Tyiol. Less than a year had elapsed 
since the publication of Ghosts in 18S1; whereas from 
Pit ha s of Society (1877) down to John Gabriel Pork man 
(1896) two years was always, except in this single instance, 
the intcnal between the poet’s works. There can be no 
doubt that it was the reception of Ghosts, its (temporary) 
exclusion from the leading theatres of Scandinavia, and 
the storm of obloquy with which it was greeted, that 
stirred Ibsen to this unwonted rapidity of production. 
Soon after the appearance of Ghosts , he wrote to Dr. 
George Braiules (January 3rd, 1S82) : — 

“ Bjornson says, ‘The majority is always right*; and as a 
practical politician he is hound, I suppose, to say so. I, on 
the contrary, of necessity say, ‘ The minority is always right.’ 
Natmally I am not thinking of that minority of stagnationists 
who are left behind by the great middle party, which with 
us is called Liberal ; I mean that minoiity which leads the 
van, and pushes on to points which the majority has not yet 
reached. ” 

Again, about the same time, and to the same corre- 
spondent, he w rote : — 
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tf When I think how Mow and hcaxy and dull the general intel- 
ligence is at home, when T notice the low standaid by which 
evei) thing is* judged, a deep despondency comes oxer me, and it 
often seems to n.c that 1 might just as well end my liUi.ny 
activity at once. They really do not need poetry at home; tlu-y 
get along so well with the I\i/ Invnaitai y N ?« ■ s and the / uthnon 
HWI/y. Anri then they haxe their party pnpcis. I have not the 
gifts that go to make a good eiti/en, noi yet the gift of oithoduxy ; 
and what I possess no gilt for, I keep out of. Libcit) is the first 
and highest condition for me. At home they do not double 
much about liberty, but only about libeities, a few mou* nr a few 
less, aecoi ding to the standpoint of theii party. I feel, too, most 
painfully affected by the ciudity, the plebeian clement, in all 
our public discussion. The very piaiseworth) attempt to make 
of our people a demociatic community lias inadvei tent ly gone 
a good way towards making us a plebeian community. Distinc- 
tion of soul seems to be on the decline at home.” 1 

It is easy to discern in these utterances the frame of 
mind which gave birth to An Enemy oj the People, 
They anticipate, not only in spit it but even in woids, 
some of Dr. Stockmann’s ebullitions. It is curious and 
charactcnstic, however, that this mood of exceptional, 
and to some extent pcisonal, bitterness, should have 
found for its mouthpiece the most genial and amiable of 
all Ibsen’s charactcis. The psychological process which 
led to this result is not very hard to divine. As soon as 
the poet found himself uttering with some directness his 
own personal feelings, the ironical “brownie” in his brain 
(to use Stevenson’s illustration) was at once on the 
alert : he began laughing at himself and exaggerating 
the simplicity which had prevented him from foreseeing 

1 See Hem i/c Ibsen: Bj'ornstjernc Bjorn son : Critiml Studies, 
hy George Lrandcs. London, Ilcincmann, 1S09. 
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the inge with which his indictment of society would be 
letcived: and thus the .simple-minded, large-hcai ted, 
childlike Thomas Stockmann sprang into being. The 
same impulse towards self-ridicule found gloomier expres- 
sion, two years aftci waids, in The IVtld Dink ; while 
in his next play, AY smcnholm^ the poet lelurned to, and 
developed at length, his conception of the plcheianising 
influence of democratic partisanship, and his longing for 
the ennoblement of political democrat y by an infusion of 
.spii tuial ai istoerary. 

All the leading theatres of Seandina\ i.i mounted An 
Enemy of the People without delay. It -was fust pei- 
formed at the Christiania Theatre on January 13th, 
1SS3, with Rcimcrs as Stockmann and Klauscn as 
Moitcn Kiil. Thus the frontispiece to this volume 
icpicsents the oiiginal perfoimcrs of these parts. The 
play was acted 27 times in the course of the season. 
In Reigen it was produced on January 24th, 1883; in 
Cothenbiiig a few days later ; at the Dramatiska 
Tcater, Stockholm, on March 3rd; and at the Royal 
Theatie, Copenhagen, on Mai eh 41I1, with Emil Poulscn 
a-* Stockmann and Olaf Poulscn as Morten Kill, while 
St lira m resumed the character of Aslakscn, which he 
had created so biilliantly in 7 he Teague of Youth. 
The moLi memorable Scandinavian production, however, 
win indubitably that which took place on September 2nd, 
189c;, on the occasion of the opening of the new National 
Theatre at Clnistiania. The actual opening night, the 
ilrst of the three “festival performances,” was devoted 
to llolbcrg, the great Norwegian who, in the first half 
of the eighteenth century, founded the Danish theatre. 
The Ibsen evening came second, and the lljornson 
evening third ; Bjdrnson being represented by a splcn- 
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did pi od lu lion of his jnm.intic di.1111.1 Siguftf Jorsalfat\ 
Ibsen by a lcvival of Ln Folkcjiende with the; following 
east : 


Dr. Stockmann - 

Katrine 

Petra - 

Peter Slot kmann 

Molten Kill 

Ilovstad 

Hilling 

Iloister 

Ablakscn 


I'KI DKIK C. \KMANN 
Lik'ik Woi.f 
Johan nk Voss 
Jii f.oi k)r lii.irn 
llKNKIK KlaUM.N 
IIXRALI) S'lOKMOJ.N 
I.UUWKJ l»l KtJlI 
Johan Lovaxs 
Ji ns Sm.mlr 


I extract fiom a letter contubutccl by me to the Daily 
Chtonide (September 8th, lfr/j), the following description 
uf the “Ibsen Evening”: — 

“After a ‘National festival March,’ by Julian Sclmci, 
Director Hjom iljornson came forward to deliver a prologue 
by Nils Collett Vogt, perhaps the most noteworthy lviic poet 
of the younger generation. This is the second piologuc Vogt 
lias w i it ten for an Ih-cn festival. The first, plinted in his 
Music and S/ring, was masted). 'J his second effort proved 
to be more rhetorical, pel haps even conventional; but as 
Iljornson delivered it in his ringing voice and with contagious 
enthusiasm, the effect was irresistible. I give a rough trans- 
lation of one of its strophes : 

‘The people, doomed in mists of doubt to giope, 

Found for its powers no future and no m ope, 

Till o’er the hori/on loomed a fiery form, 

A lurid vision, framed in cloud and storm : 

Thus it saw IIemiik Ijujkn's genius rise ! 

Pro] diet, and judge, and poet world-renowned, 
battling against the trolls of Compromise, 

Half-measures cowardly and skulking Lies, 
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Ami g.mng b>\v :u«L the Future, promi-e-crowm d, 

\\ illi strangely penetrating, dream-deep eyes.’ 

0 

In answer to the applause at 1 lie close, l’.jui»son came down 
to the footlights, and, waving his hand towards the poet’s box, 
died, ‘Long live Ilemik Ibsen!* Instantly the whole audi- 
ence spiang to its feet, and, amid a tempest of applause and 
cheers, the poet, hitherto invisible, came to the fiont of his 
box and bowed repeatedly. When he retiml, the stoim died 
down ind we resumed our seals; but after a moment of silence 
a common impulse scenic i to urn through the whole house, 
eveiy one spiang up again, and once inoie the poet vva 3 sum- 
moned loith b) tbice times llnee cheers, followed by prolonged 
applause and waving of handkerchiefs. Seldom, assuredly, has 
any poet been more tumultuously acclaimed. 

***’!*** 

“ What sliuck me most loicibly in the play was the total 
absence of any date-maik upon it. Though seventeen yea is 
old, it might quite well have been wiitten yesterday. Kvciy 
line of it wu.l straight home, for every line of it bears upon 
the c-.MMili.il problems of democracy. Not until we have 
.'•thieved that identification of demon acy with aiistociacy, 
winch is the poet’s far-off dieam, will the saliie of L.n Folke - 
fti'H'ie become obsolete. And >et one could not but reflect 
l.iat this intensely vital and Stirling comedy, which gave ihe 
audience tin ill alter tin ill of intellectual pleasme, must, after 
all, rank .nnong Ibsen’s minor works, inasmuch as it appeals 
to l t ,e intellect alone, and contains little or none of that poetry 
which is the supreme quality of his masterpieces. Jin J<olkc- 
fendc , a play of many characters, rapid external movement, 
and wide popular appeal, was happily chosen for the present 
occasion. It interested and amused us intensely, as the applause 
and laughter throughout, and the two or thiee recalls at the 
end of every act, unmistakably testified. But it was not the 
author of En Eoikeficnde whom the house rose to acclaim, 
again and yet again, before and after the play— it was Ihe 
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p'n_l ol lhaii i ami /’«v c/r/.7, of A’.'w/.v i \/i, 7 he 
lUtildi > , and /,?/;« lAthhl IknLman. 'I In* uilluisia^m .it tlie 
clo-ic of the evening was e\en giealci than at the opening, the 
cheering louder and irnue pmlougcd. The one prison in tlie 
theatre who remained entiiely calm and collected was Ilemik 
Il^cn. I met him in the comdor as we wire going out, and 
stammered niv congiatulation-. * Don’t juu think it went 
very will ?’ was all he ‘-aid.’’ 

It is remarkable that this play, now so popular in 
Germany, took four years to foul its way to the Get man 
stage. AY// I’olksjeirtd was fiist pi minced at the < Mend 
Theater, Beilm, at a special chanty pei forma wo, on 
March 5th, 1887, but was immediately pine ed in the regulai 
bill and repeated about 20 times. In the following year 
(March 18S8) it was pioduccd at the Court Theatic, 
Meiningcn, where the fouitli art was natuially found to 
offer a superb oppoitunity for the Meiningcn methods of 
.stage-management. From tins time forward, not a season 
has passed without numerous pmdurtions and revivals at 
the leading theaties of the German-speaking countries. 
In 1888 it was acted at the Mimic ipal Theatres of Konigs- 
herg, Hamburg, Altona, and Horn ; in 1X90 at the Lessing 
Theatre, Beilin, at the Municipal Theatre, Frankfmt, and 
at the llof burg Theater in Vienna (October 24th), where 
the great actors Sonnenthal and Lewinsky played Stock- 
mann and the burgomaster respectively, and Fiau 
Schratt Petra; in 1891 at the Municipal Theatre, Main/; 
in 1894 at the Ncucs Theater, Beilin; in 1896 at the 
Royal Theatre, Berlin, and the Court Theatre, Kails- 
ruhe; in 1897 at the Court Theatre, Munich, the Schiller 
Theatre, Berlin, and the Kaiinundtheatcr, Vienna; in 
1898 at the Municipal Theatre, Cologne, and the 
Deutsches Theater, Prague. This list (taken fioni 
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1 lab oi M-n’s “ llibhogiaphic Xok,” In t ho collected 
edition of I lien’s woiks) is vciy incomph t£ c\ cn as an 
enumeration of fird perfoi mantes. l*ynself saw a pei- 
fmmanre of l.m 1 o/h \fcuid at the Residen/the.iter, 
Munich (tin* smaller Court Theatic,\ on August 231 < 1 , 1890, 
seven years before the earliest Munich perfoi mam e 
mentioned by Ilalvoisen; and it was not then new* to the 
Munich stage. Ihit even bom this imperfect cnmncia- 
tio" it is eudent that the play has found acmiously ready 
acceptance, not only at Municipal Theatres, but at the 
Couit Thraties of (ici many and Austiia. It was the fiist 
of Ibsen s modern plays to gain admission to the s.iaed 
prcc incts of the Vienna Couit The.it ic, and it is, so far as 
1 am aware, the only work by which be is lepresented 
m the lcpeiloiy of the Couit Theatre of llcilin. Can it 
be that Stockmann's denunciation of the “compart liberal 
major'll) ” finds special favour in “ allerbdc list 11 qu, liters ? 

He ibis as it may, the play has indubitably taken* a 
strong bold upon the German public, and gained ground* 
ye ar by year. For example, the lleilin A 'iitio/inf-Zcift/ng, 
which uiticised it when it was first produced at the 
Osteiul Theater in vciymuch the spirit which Mr. Hilling 
might have adopted had be been sent to “do a notice” 
for the A op It's Mi has changed its tone entucly 

when Sonnentbal plays Stockmann at the Nones Theater 
sc\cn years late-, and now bails the woithy Doctor as a 
“ Northern Coriolanus.” As for its popularity, the follow- 
ing little incident is significant. 1 nnixed at Vienna 
one Sunday morning in the autumn of 1898, and con- 
gratulated myself on seeing a performance of Iiin> Volks- 
feimi advertised for that afternoon at the Raimuiultheater. 
Ariiving at the theatre just in time, as I thought, to see 
the curtain rise, I found that every scat was sold, and 
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that nol a i 01 him was to be had for love or money. It is 
not cveiy phi} that can lill a theatre, even in Vienna, on 
a brilliant ScpU'ijX'jci afternoon. 

In London *l/i Tin. my of the People may claim the 
distinction of being the only play of Ibsen's which has 
found favour in the c\es of an artm-manaycr. It was 
artecl at the Ilavmaikct Theatie on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, June 14th, 18^3, and lepeated at thiee after- 
noon and thiec evening pei lonnanecs. 4 he following is 
the play bill oi the liist pcifonnance : 


THEATRE ROYAL, JIAYMARKET. 

Sole Leslie and Mnnnyet llerbeit Hectbolnn Tiee. 

4 ms A I- i i- kmhi\, a 1 2.1 s, 

Will he piodured a Hay in l*i\e Art-*, entitled 

AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE. 


liy Ill.NklK Ills l-N. 

Dr. 4 liomas Stockmann ( Medical ( )lln er of tin* I Li ills) Mr. TltkK 
Peter Stockmann (the lSurgomaslu, Chief ol Police, etc., ctr.) 


Morten Kiil (a MaHcr Tamn 1 ) 
llovstad (1 ditoi of the I'eo/le s Mis 
Pilling (on the Stall ) 

Aslaksen (a Printci) - 
Captain Ilor-kr 

] l>i. Slotkn. aim's ( Inldien 
Morten ; 

Mrs. Stork maim 

Petra 


Mi. Kkmiu.k. 
Mr. Allan 
#//;■#/) • Air. Wi-.mi 

Mr. Cl auk 
- Mr. E. M. RuiisoN 

- Mr. T\i*.vh 1.1.11 

f Master SKKIUY 
\ M i,s Doka Par i on 

- Mr-*. Wrioiit 

Miss I.IIY llANIlUKY 


Townsfolk, etc. 


Arts T.*, II., and V. 
Act III. - 
Act IV. - 


Sitting-room at I)r. Stockmann’s 
Edifoi's Room of the Pm/ Ns Messenger 
Room at Captain llorslei’s 
4 he Public Meeting. 
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jj.ukcd by the picstigc of a popular actor-manager, 

1 lie jnoduilion was naturally treated by the nilics with 
unusual leniency. They even bctrayccL an Xmiable as- 
tonishment on finding themselves, for once, able more 
or less to undci stand a play of Ibsen’s. In almost every 
notice there occurs a sentence to this effect: “We are 
not quite sure that the perfect intelligibility of I)r. Ibsen’s 
play constitutes a merit in the eyes of the author’s wor- 
shippers.” hor the rest, their noth cs arc so nnu h in 
one key throughout, that a very few specimens, culled 
from leading organs of opinion, will in this case suffice: — 

44 The piece i. more interesting than attractive. It contains 
nothing picturesque, and is one of the few theatrical productions 
from which the playwright has heen hold enough to exclude 
what may he called the love-motive. The characterisation is 
exceptionally good and unexaggerated, anil the actions natural 
and convincing. In fact, so determined has the dramatist been 
that his play should he true to life that lie has not excluded from 
it some dull moments.” 

“ It is as an ‘ acting play’ that w r c must appraise An Enemy 
of the People , now' that it has pleased the Haymaike* manager 
to bring it to a public hearing; and, viewing the work from this 
ti and point, we can have little hesitation in declaring Mr. T.ce’s 
thought a happy one, and his taste infinitely hotter tlun that of 
those wh« have been beforehand with him in 4 opening up* the 
ar : l tract of the Scandinavian drama.” 

“Those who take an interest in Mr. Ibsen’s career — their 
number has heen repeatedly proved by demonstration to be ex- 
tremely small in this country— arc pleased to suppose that Dr. 
Stockmann in this play is intended to represent Mr. Jbsen 
himself. ... It is absolutely impossible to be moved by the 
exhibition of this provincial squabble, and the characters by 
which it is carried on are, in truth, about as old as fiction itself. 
... It is understood that the disciples of Mr. Ibsen have no 
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gient n|»mn.n c»l t In- |»1 iy, wlm li li.i-. lu tin in I lit.* tit nu.nl til 
bung . 1 L Ir.isl compiclicndhlc." 

“ 1 f .n tii'Ii if. I politics, without ilu* aid ol :iuy p.i>don ol a nunc 
umunlic kind, aVc hut ] >o» >r in.itcii.il for the di.mutist's j mr- 
posev, and the intiodviclion o( a long -.cone in winch tlie whole 
business of a palish meeting, with its plitloim squabbles, IN 
l evolutions and amendments, its excited speeches, audits fretjuent 
calls to onh r, .lie set foilh with leinaikahle fidelity, would hn\c 
been decidedly a perilous feat me it the audiciu e had not heen 
composed in gre it mcasuie of Ihseti enthusiasts hive ads me 
ch ally too much fin maltet of this kind. The play, to N il the 
tmth, is, in spite of its cleverness, hugely inlet led with duhic-s. 
The great redeeming feature was the ext c lient e ol the acting.” 1 

“ In An Enemy of the People we have an Ibsen play not con 
forming to the l.iter traditions of the Master inasmuch as it is 
neither meaningless, obscure, nor nasty; although a concession 
is made to the prejudices of his admiieis by the intiodiiel ion of 
some intervals of considciablo dulncss. lint, on the whole, die 
ability with which the stoiy is set out lead-* us to wish that the 
dramatist had chosen some mine attractive subject — rather than 
this turbulent storm in a subinban teapot.” 

The only pro\incial pcrfnunancc of the jilay which lias 
come within my ken took place at the ( icntlcmcn’s 
Concert 1 fall, Mam hester, on tin* evenin'* of January 271I1, 
1894. It was organised by the Manchester branch of the 
Independent Theatre, and I)r. Stockmann was played by 
Mr. Louis Calvert. 'Hie Manchester Guardi tin wound 
up its notice of the play in these terms: It is possible 

to be dissatisfied with Ibsen lnmself, but what is certain 
is that lie cannot but make every rational person dis- 
satisfied with the stage as it is - with the mechanical 

1 My own criticism of the performance may he found in the 
Thea/ntriil World of iSyy (Walter Scott), p. 162. 



INTRODUCTION. 


xv 


melodrama devoid of any analysis of motive whatever, 
and with the 1 well-made 1 farcical comedy adapted from 
the French.” . 4 

In Ameiica, Ein VoUcKfcind seems to Tiave been first 
acted .it Amber^’., 'I'hcatic, New Voik, on Apiil Sth, 1S92. 
No doubt there lia\c been many other performances in 
C.ciman, but 1 have no record of them. It docs not seem 
to have been acted in English except by Mr. lJeerbohm 
Tree, who presented it at Abbey’s Theatre, New Yoik, 
at the Chicago Opera House, and possibly elsewhere, 
during his American tour of 1895. 

In France the play has had a somewhat more eventful 
histoiy than in England. It was first pioduccd by 
“LHEuvie” at the Pouffes du Nord on November yth 
and 10th, 1S93, with the following cast : -- 


Mine. Stockmann 
Petra - 

Lc docteur Stockmann 

Fc picfct Stockmann 

Morten Kill - 

Ilovstad 

Hilling 

Aslaksen 

Le capitaine Horstcr 


Mine. K. 1)K PONIRY 
Mile. G. C.wucK 
MM. I.ugn e-Poe ■ 
R WEI' 
Charny 
R. Lai. range 
Dksmarets 
Delias 
Craykri 


( n the first night it was preceded by a lecture by 
M. Laurent Tailhade, which consisted not so much of 
an exposition of the play, as of a violent attack upon 
all the “leading men” in French literature and politics. 
Reside it, Dr. Stockmann’s haianguc in the fourtl} act 
seems moderate and almost mealy-mouthed. The fol- 
lowing extracts arc comparatively mild specimens of 
M. Tailhadc’s eloquence 
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“La Norvegc, cn eflet, cst de toils les £tats d’Europe cclui 
qui vit le pith* s»clon les regies abjectes tie la democratic. Ajou- 
tez ic prutCitantjsme, le hideux protestantismc, cette machine 
d’inguei Usable abrulL.scment, ct vous compondrez sans peine 
quclles doulcurs peut enduror unc pcrsonnalite fieic dans ces 
peliles rtpubliques do pCelieuis ct do paysans.” 

Ibsen, one fears, would scaicely recognise his native 
country in M. T.iilhade’s description ; nor would he 
endorse the pure Niet/scheism of the moral which the 
lecturer drew from the play : — 

“Ouand la bienfabantc revoke aura brisc les anciens cadics, 
et reduit a neant les usurpations de la classe nmyenne . . . les 
foules se com heron t devant les individualites foitcs, ct salueront 
cn dies la scale noblesse de l’avcnir. Elies comprcndiont alms 
que riiomine supc : rieur nc saurait avoir envers dies que des 
droits et non dcs devoirs.*’ 

The audience listened, not without piotest, to M. 
Tailhade’s diatiihc, until he thought fit to describe the 
recent Franco-Kussian fetes as an act of collective 
insanity. At this point a storm of indignation buist 
forth, which lasted without pause for a quarter of an 
hour, and was not allayed by an attempt at intervention 
on the part of M. Lugnc-Poe. The lc< tore closed amid 
wild confusion, and altogether the preliminary scene in 
the auditorium was like a spirited rehearsal of the meet- 
ing at Captain Ilorster’s. 

M. Francisque Sarcey was perhaps none the more 
kindly disposed towards the play for having been char- 
acterised in M. Tailhadc’s lecture as “le megatherium 
gigantesque dc 1’irrcccptivitc intcllectuclle.” This, at any 
rate, was what he found to say of it : — 

“This seems to me one of the clearest, but at the same time one 
of the weakest of Ibsen’s works. It is a collection of common- 
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places Mich as, half a centmy ago, Mine. Sand and many others, 
in revolt against society, used to develop with greater amplitude 
and gi eater eloquence. These tlneadhare truisms, which come 
hack to us with an exotic impress, are tflj^cn for audacious 
novelties hy young people who seem to me to he hotter read in 
Norwegian literal m «. than in that of their own country. . . . 
An Enemy of the Tcup/e is a vvoik of lare mediocrity; ah ! if it 
wcie not In Ib^n ! hut it it hy Ibsen ; we must simply how.” 

When the play was revived in December 1S94, M. 
Sar .'y letuined to the attack, in much the same terms. 

Four yc.ns later, on the occasion of Ibsen’s seventieth 
birthday, March. 29th, 189s, Un Enncmi tin Tcuple was 
again presented in Palis, this time at the Renaissance. 
The announcement of the performance ran as follows: — 

11 Representation do gala t*n honneur du soixnntc-cliMeme 
annivcr&aire dThsen, oiganiMC par la Rente blanche cL le 
Mercure de Frame % sous lc patronage de MM. Fmmanuel 
Arctic, Henry Hauer, Fanile Faguet, Henry Fouquicr, Catulle 
Mcndes, ciitiques dramatiques, et avee le concours du theatre 
dc rdCuvre.** 


Thomas Stockmann 

Peter Stockmann 

Aslaksen 

Morten Kill - 

Ilovstad 

Ih.ling 

Le capitaine Hoister 
Mmc. Stockmann 
Petra - 


- MM. Pinuri’ov 

Max Bar bier 

UlPl'KRT 

- Charny 
PKnULKU 

- J EUAN Asks 
Av ERNES 

- Mines. Renee de Pontry 

M. Mei.i.ot 


0 La Agination [that is to say, the crowd in the fourth agt] sera 
composec de litterateurs et d'aitistcs peintres.” 


Again, on this occasion, the scene was a somewhat 
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stormy one, the audience seizing upon several oppor- 
tunities to make demonstrations with lefrience to Zola’s 
lerent intervention in the I )i eyfus case. On Oc toher n*>l li, 
ittgc;, a perfori.* mcc of the play, a^.iin by the company 
of" 1 . ( Km-rc,” u.isj>i\on at the (iymnase As “ouviieis 
syndiL|ues,” duly authenticated, wcie admitted at half 
pi ire to all parts of the house, it is sc at rely surpi isini,' 
to leain that the representation was now .nul then inter - 
luptecl hy cries of / Vrv l\uiariluc / 

A Dutch translation was pcifoimcd at Rottcidam so 
caily as l elnuaiy iiSXj, under the title of I.cn I 7 /,iuiS 
z/c' l'oik\. An Italian translation, l At Ar/u/co tfei J'of)oh\ 
was acted by Novclli's compam in Italy in 18^5, and 
in Spain in 1896. On the other h.ind, an attempt by 
some Spanish anaic lusts to oiganisr a perfoimance was 
foi hidden by the ( lovernment. It seems at first si«;ht 
remmkablc that a play which has found special favoui 
at the C’otut Theatres in (lei many should in France 
and Spain be sei/ecl upon by the anarchists as a weapon 
of piopa^andism. 'file explanation of the appaienl in- 
consistency, however, is not vciy fat to seek. 

London, 

August 1 3///, 1 < jo 1 . 



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE. 

(1882.) 



CHARACTERS. 


Doctor Ti!om\^ Suxkmvnn, medical ofjic r of the 
J nulls'. 

M k S r* ‘L k m a \ N, his wife . 

1’F.ikA, their daughter, a teacher. 

Kimk, \ their sons, thirteen and hit years all 
Mor i kn, ) respectively. 

1‘eti.r Stockmann, the doctor's elder ho l her, Ihngo 
master^ and eh iej oj police , chainnan of the /tilths 
Committee , etc. 

Morten K u i., j mm ter tanner, Mrs. Slotkmami s adop- 
tive-father. 

Hovsiad, editor of the “ J'eople's AfessenyerP 
liiLLlNO, on the staff of the paper. 
lioRSTF.K, a ship's captain. 

As lak.skn, a printer. 

Participants in a meeting of citizens: all so; A and 
conditions of men , some women, and a hand of 
schoolboys . 

7he action passes in a town on the South Coast of 
Norway. 

1 41 liurgumasler ” it. tin* most convenient suhilitiite lor 
“ llyfogd,” but “Town Clerk” would pcih.ijis Ik* unue ne.uly 
equivalent. It is ini ] »« »->-»il >le !<i find exact countei juris m 
Knglish lor the different guides of the Norwegian hmcaucrar) . 

- Pronounce : Aid. 



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE. 

TI.AV IN FIVE ACTS. 

••• 

ACT MRST. 


Evening. Dr. Stockmann’s sitting-room ; simply but 
neatly decorated ani furnished. In the wall 
to t//-’ r ; ght are two doors , the further one leading 
to the hal\ the nearer one to the JDoctors s'udy. 
In the oppovte wall, facing the hall door , a door 
leading to the other zoom* of the home, si gainst 
the middle of this wall stands the stove ; further 
forward a sofa , with a mirror <ibo7’e it, and in 
front of it an oval table with a cover. On the 
tablt a lighted lamp , with a shade. In the bath 
wall an open door leading to the dining-room , in 
which is seen a supper-table, with a lamp on it. 

[ liii.i.TNf* is seated at the supper-table , a napkin under 
his chin. Mrs. Stockmann is standing by the 
table and placing before him a dish with a large 
joint of roust beef. J he other seats round the table 
are empty ; the table is in disorder , as after a 
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M Ks. Si IK KM \\N. 

If you coim: an hour late, Mr. Hilling, you must 
put up with a cold supper. 


iliLUxr.. 

It is oxalic nt really first ialc. 


M K S Si IK K MAN N. 

Vou know how Stockmann insists on regular 
meal-hours 


lin u\o. 

Oh, I don’t mind at all. I almost think I enjoy 
my supper more when 1 tan sit down to iL like this, 
alone and undisturbed. 

Mk\ SlOC KM ANN. 

Oh well, if you enjoy it | Listening in the 

direction oj the ha/l.\ I believe this is Mr. Ilovstad 
mining too. 

r-II.UNO. 

Very likely. 

[ I ) u r< a )M AVI !■: R Si ot k m a N N enters, wearing 
an overcoat and an official gold-laced cap, 
and carrying a stick. ] 

Jil’RCOM vs i i:r. 

Oood evening, sister in-law. 
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Mrs. Stuck mann. 

[ Coining forward into the sitting-rcqjn^ Oh, good 
evening; is it you ? It is good of you*fo look in. 


IJUROUMAM LR. 

I was just passing, and so [Looks towards the 

dining roomi\ Ah, 1 see you have company. 

Mrs. Sioi'kmwn. 

[Father en/oarrass'ed. j Oh no, not at all; it’s the 
merest chance, \ihti riedly. ] Won’t you sit down 
and have a little .supper? 


lU’KOOM \S’l I'R. 

I? No, thank you. (lood gracious! hot meat in 
the evening! T hat wouldn’t suit my digestion. 


Mrs. Stockmvnn. 

Oh, lor once in a way — — 

lillRl.OMASTkR. 

No, no, — much obliged to you. T stick to tea and 
bread and butter. It’s more wholesome in the long 
run— and rather more economical, too. 

Mrs. Stock m \nn. 

[Smiting-.] You mustn't think Thomas and I are 
mere spendthrifts, cither. 
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I Jr r:< ;om a s ikk . 

You ai not, sistci-in law ; far he it fioni me to say 
that. \/e>:/fh/ig to the Doctor's stiu/v . ) Is lie not at 
home ? 

Mrs Sum kmavn. 

X o, he has gone for a little turn alter supper — with 
the hoys. 

Ul’lO.OM \S'l LK. 

1 wonder if that is a goud thing to do? [Listenin'* ] 
There he is, no doubt. 

Mrs. SintKMWN. 

No, that is not he. [A knotk | Come* in ! 

[ Hovs’j \h alters from the hall. J 

Mrs. S I o< 'K.M \ N N. 

Ah, it’s ATr. I fovslad — 

I Iov.vi vi). 

You must excuse me ; I was detained at the 
printer’s. Good evening, Burgomaster. 

lil UC.OMASTI'K. 

\! towing rather stiffly . ] Mr. J Iov‘4ad ! You come 
on business, 1 presume? 

1 1 0 VST AD. 

Partly. About an article for the paper. 
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liUKCOMAVrKR. 

So I supposed. I hoar my brother is >n extremely 
prolific contributor to the People's Me‘ssen;o\ 

1 IOVsTAD. 

Ves, when he wants to relieve his mind on one thing 
or another, he gives the Messenger the benefit. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

| To IIovsmd] 1 >ut will you not ? {Points 

/o the dining . vow. | 


B U RC'.OM AS'lT.R. 

Well well, I am fir from blaming him for writing 
for the class of readers he finds most in sympathy 
with him. And, personally, 1 have no reason to bear 
)our paper any ill-will, Mr. Hovstad. 

TIovstad. 

No, I should think not. 

IiURGOMAS J KR. 

One may say, on the whole, that a fine spirit of 
mutual tolerance prevails in our town - an excellent 
public spirit. And that is because we have a great com- 
mon interest to hold us together — an interest in which 
all right-minded citizens aie equally concerned — 

Hovstad. 


Yes — the Baths. 
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JiL'KCOM \s i i:r. 

Just so. i Wo haw* our magnificent m w Baths. 
Mark my weirds! The whole life of the town will 
eentic around tlie Baths, Mr. Hovstad. There can 
he no doubt of it ! 


Mk.>. Stock m\nn. 
That is just what Thomas says. 


I»UK(.( )M As J IJi. 

How marvellously the place has developed, even in 
this couple of \enis! Money has come into ciicula- 
lion, anil brought life and movement with it. Houses 
and ground-rents rise in value every day. 

1 lows FAT). 

. And there are fewer people out of work. 

lil T ROOM \s| K K . 

That is tiue. Thoie is a gratifying diminution in 
the burden imposed on the well-to do classes by the 
poor-iales; and they will be still (m tiler lightened 
if only we have a leally good summer this ) ear — 
a rush of \isitors- plenty ol invalids, to gi\e the Baths 
a reputation. 

I Io\ MAI*. 

1 hear there is every prospect of that. 

BfRC.OMAsn-.R. 

I’hings look most pi utilising. Inquiries about 
apaitments and so forth keep on pouring in. 
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Then the 
o[)[)ortimely. 


lknsi \i>. 


1 )octoi \s 


pa[>er 


will come in 


very 


U U ROOM As TER. 

Has he been writing again? 

ITovsiad. 

This is a tiling he wote in the winter; enlarging 
on the \ nines of the baths, and on the excellent 
sanitary conditions of the town, bin at that time 
1 held it over. 


btJ ROOM ASTER. 

Ah T suppose there was something not quite 
judicious about it ? 


lIovsrAJ). 

Not at all. but I thought it better to keep it till 
the spring, when people are beginning to lock about 
them, and think of their summer quarters 

lie ROOM WIRR. 

You were light, quite right, Mr. Hovstad. 

Mrs. Stockmann 

Yes, Thomas is really indefatigable where the 
baths are concerned. 

Burgomaster. 

It is his duty as one of the staff. 



ax nrr. rhorr r. f.\er i. 


io 


1 lo\ ' i \D. 

And uf com sc Ik, was really their creator. 


I'rm .1 > M \s | i k. 

Was Ik;? Indu’d! I gather that ceitain persons 
are of that opinion, lint I should have thought that 
I, too, had a modest sliaio in that undertaking. 

Mi’s Simckmwx. 

Yes, that is what 'Thomas is always saying. 


I fo\ m ad. 

No on« dreams of denying it, I Juryomaster. You 
.set the thing going, and pul it on a piactieal basis; 
everybody knows that. I only meant that the 
original idea was the doctor's. 

flu la a > m \ m r.u. 

W s, my brother has certainly had ideas enough in 
his time— worse lurk! Ilut when it comes to 
realising them, Mr. Ifovstad, wl want men ol another 
stam[>. I should have thought that in this house at 
any rate 

M Us. Slot KM ANN. 

Why, my dear brother-in-law 

Ho Vs I' AD. 

burgomaster, how can you ? 
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Mrs. Stockmann. 

Do go in and have some supper, Mr. Ilovstad; my 
husband is sure to be home directly. ^ 

1 IO\ STAD. 

Thanks; ju*t a mouthful, pci Imp*. 

[/fr goes into the dining room .] 

lb ROOM VsTKR. 

\Speah ; ng in it low 7'o/rc.] It is extraordinary how 
people who spiing direct from the peasant class never 
can get over their want of tact. 

Mrs. Stockmxnn. 

I jilt why should you care? Surely you and 
Thomas can share the honour, like brothers. 

Hukc.o.maktkr. 

Yes, one would suppose so; but it secnv’ a share 
of the honour is not enough for some persons. 

Mrs. S ICC K MANN. 

What nonsense! You and Thomas always get on 
so well together [listening.] '1 here, 1 think 1 hear 
him. 

[Goes and opens the door to the hall .] 

• 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[ Laughing and talking loudly , without . ] Here’s 
another visitor for you, Katrina. Isn’t it capital, eh ? 
Come in, Captain Horsier. Hang your coat on that 
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peg. What! )ou don’t weai an oveicoat? Fancy, 
Katrina, T caught him in the street, and I could 
hardly get h ; m to come in. 

( ' M*l \ I M IIOKM KR. 

\ Enters and bows to Mrs. Si ink man n ] 

1 )k. Siockm \\N. 

[ In the doonvi m\] In with jou, boys. They’re 
famishing again! Come along, Captain Iloister; 
you must trv our toast beef - 

[l/c forces IIoRniKK into the dining room. 

Kii.if and Moktkn follow them.\ 

M ks. Siockm \nn. 

i>ul, Thomas, don’t you see 

1 )r. Sto( k MANN. 

[ Turning round in the doorruav.} Oh, is that you, 
Peter’ [does uf to him and holds out his hand.] 
Now this is really capital. 

Ih'Kf.DM \r l KR. 

Unfortunately, I have only a moment to spare 

I >l<. Slot KM ANN. 

Nonsense ! We shall have some toddy in a 
minute. You’ie not forgetting the toddy, Katiina? 

MliS. SiOCKMANN. 

Of course not ; the water’s boiling. 

[She goes into the dining room.} 
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lil’RC.OW \Sl UR. 

Toddy too - ! 


Dr. SrockM \\x. 

Yes; sit down, .ind let’s make ourselves comfort- 
able. 


J ilTRllOM A^TF.R. 

Thanks: I never join in drinking panics. 


Dr. Stockmann. 
Hut this i-m’i a party. 


Hukcomasi f.r. 

ft seems to me [/ ooks towards the dining-room i\ 

It’s extraordinary how they ran get through all that 
food. 

I)r Stockmxnn. 

[ Rubbing his ha /id*. J Yes, doesn’t it do one good 
to see young people eat? Always hungry! That’s 
as it should be. They need good, solid meat to put 
'lamina into them ! It’s they that have got to whip 
up the ferment of the future, Peter. 


III! ROOM ASTKR. 

May I ask what there is to be “whipped up,” as 
you call it ? 

I)r. Stockmann. 

You’ll have to ask the young people that— when 
the time conic*. We shan’t see it, of couise. Two 
old fogies like you and me 



u / a* /■ vs- 1 rv or ttie mop/ r. [a«-, i 

Hi'Ki.mi \ > i j u. 

( omi’, (Mine ! Surely that is a very extraordinary 
expr. -vdon t* • use 


Du. SrnrkMWN. 

Oh, you mustn't mind ill) nonsense, fYler. I’m 
in siirh glorious spirits, you see. 1 feel so unspeak- 
ably happy in the midst of all this growing, germinat- 
ing life. Isn’t it a marvellous time we live in! It 
seems as though a whul«* new world were springing 
up around us. 

JJuroom VSim. 

Do you really think so? 

1 >u. SlOl KM \NN. 

Of course you can’t see it as Dually as I do. You 
have passed your lift* in the midst of it all ; and that 
deadens the impulsion. Hut I, who had to vegetate 
all those yeais in that little hole in the north, haidly 
ever seeing a soul that could speak a stimulating 
word to me — all this affects me as if I had suddenly 
dropped into the lu ait of some teeming metropolis— 

UUROOMASTLk. 

Mm; metropolis 

Du Sick kmaxn. 

Oh; I know well enough that things are on a small 
scale here, compared with many other places. Hilt 
there’s life here — there's promise -theie’s an infinity 



am il a v rx/i :j/y or rim rrorrn. 


of tilings to work and strive for ; and that is the main 
point. [CatiiN*.] Katrina, ha\cn't there been any 
let tei s ? 


• Mks. SlOCkMVNN. 

[/// l he dining- j ocn | No, none at all. 

Du SlUCkMANN. 

And then a good income, IYlei ' That’s a thing 
one learns to appreciate w.ien one has lived on 
starvation wages 


lU kOoMAs l ]■ R. 

Good heavens ! 


I)r. Siik'kmwx. 

Oh yes, l can tell you we had often hard times of 
it lip theie. And now we can live like princes ! 'to- 
day, for example, we had roast beef for dinner; and 
\u.’ve had some of it for supper too. Won’t >011 have 
some? Come along just look at it, at any rate 


111 1 ROOM ASTER. 

No no; certainly not 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Well tht'n, look here -do )ou see we’ve bought a 
table-cover ? 

Hr ROOM AS ITR. 

Yes, so I observed. 
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I >K. SinCKM \X\. 

And a lamp-shade too. Do you see? Katrina 
has been savin'; up for them. They make the room 
look eomlortable, don't they? Come over lu*ie. No 
no no, not there! So- yes! Now \ou see how it 
concentrates the light — 1 real!} think it has quite 
an artistic ellett. I’h 3 

111 iu.om \^i Ik. 

Yes, when one can afford such luxuries- — 

Dk. SlOt k MAW, 

Oh, I can afford it now. Katrina says 1 make 
almost as much as we spend. 

1U:i«;om \sti k. 

Ah -almost! 


Dk. Si ()( k MAN N. 

besides, a man of science must live in some style. 
Why, I believe a mere sheriff 1 * spends much more 
a year than I do. 

lit* ROOM \S1 Ek. 

Yes, I should think so! A member of the supciior 
magistiaey 

I )R. SlOCkM \n v. 

Well then, even a common ship ownei ! A man of 
that sort will get through many times as much — 

1 .twfwii/nf, tlu* chief nf an Amt hi c<nuit\ : 

c* .ii - ‘f jitejii l\ .i liiyli ilijMiil.il) m the olliu.il hieiaieh). 
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bi room \^i r r. 

'I 1 1 a L is n. itui.il, in \our relative positions. 

Pk. Slot K M \\\. 

Anil afu r all, Ivtcr, I i c ally don’t s< ] nanclcr any 
money. But 1 can’t deny ni)self the delight of having 
people about me I m ust have them. After living 
so h g out of the w pi Id, I find it a necessity of life 
to have blight, cheerful, freedom loving, haid-working 
joiing fellows around me- -and that’s what they are, 
nil of them, th.it are sitting there eating so heartily. 
I wish you knew more of I lovstad 


15 17 ROOM \MTR. 

Ah, that reminds me - Ilovst.ul was telling me that 
he is ge'og to publish another n 1 1 ic le of yours. 

Dr. S roc km \n.v. 

An article of mine ? 

brio IOM I F.K. 

Yes, about the baths. An aitiile you wiote last 
winter. 

Dr. Stock m\n\. 

Oh, that one' but 1 don’t want that to appear for 
the present. 

buRooMASi i:r. 

Why not? it seems to me this is the very time 
for it. 
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l>k. SluckM \\N. 

Wry likely -under ordinary circumstances — 
[ Crosses tfti ?0'>m ] 


J 5 1’KOO MASTER. 

[ Following him with his n es. ] And what is unusual 
in the circumstances now? 

1 )R. SlUC KM ANN. 

[Standing still . ) 'The fact is, lVter, I really cannot 
tell you just now ; not this evening, at all events. 
There may prove to be a great deal that is unusual in 
the circumstances. On the other hand, there may be 
nothing at all. Very likely it’s only my fancy. 

lU koOMASi I K. 

I 1 pon my word, you are very enigmatical. Is there 
anything in the wind? Anything J am to be kept in 
the dark about? I should think, as Chairman of the 
Hath Committee 


I)R. S'lOCkW WN. 

And I should think that 1 — Well well, don’t let 
us get our backs up, Peter. 

ttU ROOM ASTER. 

Clod forbid ! I am not in the habit of “getting my 
back up,” as you express it. Hut I must absolutely 
insist that all arrangements shall be made and carried 
out in a business-like manner, and through the 
properly constituted authorities. I cannot be a party 
to crooked or underhand courses. 
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I)k. Stock m\ nx. 

Ha\c / ever been given to crooked or underhand 
courses ? 


P»URGOM.\STKR. 

At any rate -you have an ingrained propensity to 
taking your own course. And that, in a well-ordered 
community, is almost as inadmissible. The individual 
must subordinate hims« 'f to society, or, more precisely, 
to the authorities whose business it is to watch over 
the welfare of society. 


DU. S JOCK MANN. 

Ma) be. Hut what the devil lias that to do with 
me ? 


Bu room as me 

Why this is the very thing, my dear Thomas, that 
it seems you will never learn. But take caie ; you 
will have to pay for it - sooner or later. Now I have 
warned you. Good-bye. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Arc you stark mad? You’re on a totally wrong 
track 

Burgomaster. 

I am not often on the wrong track. Moreover, I 

must request >ou not to [fiozviug toward a 

dining-room.\ Good-bye, sister-in-law; good-day to 
you, gentlemen. 

\He goes.] 
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Mk S | 0 ( k M \\ \. 

1 t'/ifuin^ the \i(tin£ ream j 1 Lis hr *»one? 

I >R. S I ( K KM \\ \. 

Yes, ,ind in a fun temper, too. 

Mrs. Siu km\n\. 

Why, my dear l ln mins, what have* } uu hern iloinj* 
to him now ? 

I ) R. SliUkMWV. 

Nothing at all. II** r.in’t possibly expect me to 
aerount to him for i*\cr)lhini; before the time 
roilies, 

Mks. S I D( KM\N\, 

What liav(* you to account to him for? 

Dlv. Sl(»Ck MANN. 

lint : m-ver mind about that, Katiinn. — It's \eiy 
odd that tin post man doesn't conn. 

[ 1 1 o\ -> r u >, lh i I i no, a u it IIoRsn. r hare 
ttM'ii from table amt <.omc /antutn/ into the 
sitting room. Kiui mut Mdrii.x presently 
/(> : hue. j 

Jill I I NO. 

[ Stretching himself \ Ah’ Strike me dead if one 
doesn’t feel a new man alter such a meal. 

IIoVS'IAIi. 

Thu burgomaster didn’t seem in the best of 
tempers this evening. 
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J)k. SlU KM \NN. 

'That’s his stoma< h. lie has a veiv poor digestion 


1 IoVs'1 AD. 

1 fane) it'.s tin.' s.aff of the AE singer lie finds it 
hardest to stomach. 


Mrs. Sitkkmvnn. 

1 thought you got on well enough with him. 


I loVsl’Al). 

Oh, yes; hut it’s only a sort of armistice between 
us. 


Jhl.l.INO. 

That’s i 1 ! That word sums up the situation. 


Dk. S'lOCKMWN. 

Wc must u member that PetiTs a lonely bachelor, 
poor devil ! He has no home to be happy in , only 
business, business And then all that cursed weak 
tea he goes and pours down his throat ! Now' then, 
c.haiis ro 1 nd the table, boys! Katrina, shan’t we 
hav. the toddy now? 

Mrs. Sfockmwv. 

[Going towards the dining-room. | I am just getting 
it. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

And you, Captain llorster. sit beside me on the 
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so r a. So rare a guest as you Sit down, gentle- 

men, sit down. 

[ The men sit round the table; Mrs. Stock* 
m.wn bring* in a tray with kettle , £ /asset, 
decanters , etc. | 

MKS. SlOlKMANN. 

Mere you have it: here's arrak, and this is rum, 
and this cognac. Now, help yourselves. 

l)u. Stockmann. 

[_ Taking a g/assi] So we will! [ HViiic the toddy 
is being mixed.) And now out with the cigars. Kilif, 
I think you know where the box is. And Morten, 
you may fetch my pipe. [ The boys go into the room 
on the right.) 1 have a suspicion that Eilif sneaks a 
cigar now and then, but I pretend not to notice. 
[ Cat/s.) And my smoking-cap, Moiteri ! Katrina, 
can’t you tell him where I left it? Ah, he’s got it. 

| The boys bring in the things .] Now, friends, help 
yourselves. 1 stick to my pipe, you know; this one 
has been on many a stormy journey with me, up 
there in the north. [ They c/inh glasses.) Your 
health ! Ah, I can tell you it’s better fun to sit cosily 
here, safe from wind and weather. 


Mrs. Stockmann. 

[IV/io sits knitting. ] Do you sail soon, Captain 
ITorster ? 

IfOKsThK. 

I hope to be ready for a start by next week. 
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Mrs. Siockmaxn. 
And you’re going to America? 

links ii:r. 

Vtjs, that’s the intention. 


UlLLING. 


Hitt then ) ou’H miss the election of the new Town 
Council. 

lloRSTLR. 

Is theie to he an election again? 


Hilling. 

Didn’t )ou know? 

IiOKSlKK. 

No, I don’t trouble myself about those things. 


Hilling. 

Hut T suppose you take an interest in public 
affairs ? 


Hokstkk. 

No, I don’t understand anything about them. 


Hilling. 

All the same, one ought at least to vote. 

1 1 OK. Si LR. 

Kven those who don’t understand anything about 
it? 



j.y /■ i /»■ of tuf rr.orr.F.. | \< r i. 




I! 1 1 lino. 

Under stand ? Why, what do you mu in by that? 
Society is like a ship : every man must put his hand 
to the helm. 

1 Iuk>i l;:. 

'1'hat mn\ lx* all right on .shore; but at sea it 
wouldn't do at all. 

1 Io\ s | VI). 

It’s remarkable how little sailois care about public' 
affairs, as a rule. 

Jill. um;. 

Most (. \traoi dinar y. 

Dr. Si or km \nn\ 

Sailors ,ue like buds of passage: they are at home 
both in the south and in the noith. So it behoves 
the rest of us to be all the more energetic, Mr 
Hovstad. W ill there be anything of public interest 
in the People's Messenger tomorrow? 

II(J\ s I AD. 

Nothing of local interest. l»ul the day after 
tomorrow 1 think of printing \ our article 

DR. Sl'Ot.KMAN x. 

Oh confound it, that aitule! No, > ou'll have to 
hold it over. 

I luWs I AI>. 

Reall) ? We happen to have plenty of space, and 
1 should sa) this was the very time for it 
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I >R. S I OC KMAN \ . 

Vcs yes, you may be right; but )ou must hold it 
over all the same. 1 shall explain to you by-and- 
by 

[ Pri iv wearing a hat an i cloak , and with a 
number of exercise hooks under her arm, 
enters from the hall. ] 

h.l'K v. 

( 1 i»o(l evening. 

1)k. Stockmann. 

(lood e\ening, Petra. Ts that >ou? 

[ Genet al greetings. I’mk\ puts her cloak , 
hat, and hooks on a chair by the door . ) 


Pi IRA. 

Here you all are, enjoying jouiselves, while l\e 
been out slaving. 

1)r. Sioikmann. 

Well then, joii c ome and enjoy \ ourself too. 


bn.UM;. 

May I mix you a little — ? 


Pi-.ir\. 

| Coming towards tie table.] Thank you, I’d lather 
help myself- >011 alwa\s make it too strong. Py the 
way, father, 1 have a letter for you. 

[Y/Vcy to the chair where her things arc lying.] 
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Dr. Sjik'KM \nn. 

A letter ! From \s horn ? 

I'Ll R.\. 

|\SVw< ///;/;• in tin' />' vXv7 of in'/' itoahd\ I got it from 
the postman just as I was going out - - - 

1>k. Stuck.mxnn. 

[ Rising anti going towards heri\ And >ou onh 
bring it me now ? 

PhIKA. 

I really hadn’t time to run up again lb ic it is. 

Dr. Stock mann. 

[Seizing the tetter .] Let me see, let me see, child. 
[Heads the address ] Yes ; this is it -! 

Mrs. Siockmann 

Is it the one you have been so anxious about, 
Thomas ? 

1)k. Stockmann. 

Yes, it is. I must go at once Where shall I 

find a light, Katrina? Is there no lamp in my study 
again ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Yes — the lamp is lighted. It's on the writing-table. 

Dr. Si’ockmxnn. 

Good, good Excuse me one moment 

[He goes in‘o the room on the right . ] 
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I’MKA. 

What can it be, mother ? 

Mrs. Sjuckmwx. 

I don't know. For the last few days he has been 
continually on the look out for the postman. 


Hit.t.txc. 

S’lobably a countiy patient- - - 


Pm’ka. 

Poor father ! He'll soon have far too much to do. 
[JZ/A^jr her toddy.] Ah, this will taste good ! 


I lows LAI). 

Ha\e you been teac hing in the night school as well 
to day P 


Pi- fra. 

\Sipping from her glass. ] Two hours. 


Hu. uxo. 

And four hours in the morning at the institute 

Pklra. 

[Sitting down by the table.] Five hours. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

And I sec you have exercises to correct this 
evening. 
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Pi ik\. 

Yes, a heap of them 

1 1 ok si I Iv. 

It seems to me you have plenty to do, too. 

Vn is a. 

Ves ; hut T like- it. Von feel so delightfully tired 
after it. 

Him inc. 

l)o you like that ? 

Pi i is \. 

Yes, fur then you sleep so well. 

Mor i i;n. 

I say, IVtra, you must he a great sinner 
1‘ktr \. 

A sinnei ? 

Moin k x. 

Yes, if \ on work so hard. Mr. Rorhmd 1 says woik 
is a punishment lor our sins. 

Hi lik. 

\Cvntnnptunusfy. ] Rush ! What a silly you are to 
believe such stuff as that. 

Mrs. S'ioc km \nn t . 

Come come, Eilif. 


1 See Pi llai s of Society. 
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I » I I I I\C. 

/////;;. J (’apital, cMpital ! 

I In\ ^ i a i >. 

SIkjiiUI you not like to work so hard, Moitcn ■> 

Mok lkn. 

No, 1 shouldn’t. 

I loYslWl). 

'Then what will you do with yourself in the world? 
Mok l i;\. 

[ should like to he a Viking. 

Knar. 

r.ut then you’d have to he a heathen. 

Mor i’K\. 

Well, so I would. 

ttlLMNC. 

'There T agree with you, Morten! 1 say. just the 
same. 

Mk-n Siockm m. 

\ Making a si^?i to fthn ] No, no, Mi. Hilling, I’m 
sure you don’t. 

lilU.INC. 

Strike me dead hut I do, though. I am a heathen, 
and I’m proud of it. You'll see we shall all be 
heathens soon. 
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Mok 1 I N. 

And shall we hr able to do anything \\c like then? 


Pir uno. 

Well, you see, Morten 

Ml<\ SrOCKM \NN. 

Now run away, l)0)s; I’m suri' you have lessons to 
prcpaie for to morrow. 

Ei li r. 

Vou might let me stay just a little longer 

Mrs. Sint KM ANN. 

No, you must go too. Pe off, both of you. 

[ 7 he boys say good night ami go into the 
room on the /eft. | 

1 1 < ivsta n. 

I)o you really think it can hurt the boys to hear 
these tilings ? 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Well, I don’t know; I don’t like it. 

PE 1 RA. 

Really, mother, 1 think you are quite wrong there. 
Mrs Siockmann. 

Perhaps. Put I don’t like it— not here, at home. 
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Pi i k 

'There’s no end of lnpoerisy both at home and at 
school. At home you must hold jour tongue, and at 
school you have to stand up and tell lies to the 
children. 

I IoKSTKK. 

1 lave )ou to tell lies ? 

Pr. IRA. 

Yes ; do you think we don’t have to tell them 
many and many a thing we don’t helievc ouiselves? 

Uii.r.iNu. 

Ah, that’s too true 

Phi RA. 

If only 1 could afford it, 1 should start a school 
myself, and things should he very different there. 


P»iu i N c. 

Oh, afford it ! 

IIorstkr. 

If )ou really think of doing that, Miss Stockmann, 
I shall be delighted to let you have a room at my 
place. You know my father’s old house is nearly 
empty ; there’s a great big dining room on the ground 
floor - T - 

Petra. 

\Liuif*hin *~ | Oh, thank you very much — but I’m 

afraid it won’t come to anything. 
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let them go on accusing 111c of fads and crack- 
brained notions. llut they won’t dare to! Ila-ha! 
I tell you they won’t dare ! 

Phi it 

Do tell us what it is, father. 

Dk. Stock mann. 

Well well, give me time, and you shall hear all 
abort it. If only T had Peter line now! This just 
shows how we men ran go about forming judgments 
like the blindest moles 

lloVSTAI). 

What do you mean, doctor? 

Dr. Siockmww. 

[ Stopping Icside the faMei] Isn't it tin* general 
opinion that our town is a healthy place? 

1 IOV.sFAI). 

Of course. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

A quite exceptionally healthy place, indeed — a 
place to be warmly recommended, both to invalids 
and people in health 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

My dear Thomas 

Dr Stockmann. 

And assuicdly we haven’t failed to recommend and 

3 
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belaud it. Tve sung its praises again and again, both 
in the Misscngcr and in pamphlets 

1 lovs i a i >. 

Well, what tlv *n ? 

Du. Stock mwn. 

These ] laths, that we’ve called the pulse of the 
town, its vital nerve, and —and the devil knows what 
else 

Him i no. 

“Oui city’s palpitating heart,” 1 onre vcntuicd to 
call them in a convivial moment — 

1 )J\. SlOCKMWN. 

Ves, I daresay. Well —do you know what they 
really are, these mighty, magnificent, belauded baths, 
that have cost so much money - do you know what 
they are? 

1 Ion m ao. 

No, what are they ? 


Mrs Stockmann'. 

Do tell us. 

Dr Stockmann. 
Simply a pestiferous hole. 

Pi: ira. 


The Paths, father ? 
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M US. S H )( K M \NN. 

[ If the same time.] Our I Liths ! 

IInV-,1 \1) 

[ . II so at the \j v c time ] Put, 1 )ortor 1 

r.iu i n * 

( )h, it’s incredible ! 

Dk S.v( kmwn. 

I tell )uu tilt’ whole place is a poisonous wlnted- 
sepulohrc ; noMous in the highest decree ! All that 
lil ill up there in the Mill Dale -the stuff that smells 
so hoi rihiy — taints the water in the feetl-pipjs of the 
Pump Room ; and the same accursed poisonous 
lefuse oo/es out by the beach - 

I Iovsi AD. 

Where the sea baths are? 


I)r. Siockmwn. 


Kxactly. 


1 l(>vsr\n. 


Pul I ow aie you so sure of all this, Doctor? 


Dr. Sint KM \NN. 

I’ve im estimated the whole thing as conscientiously 
as possible. I’ve long had my suspicions about it. 
Past year we had some extrnordinaiy cases of illness 
among the patients -both typhoid and gastric 
attacks 
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Mks. SlOf’KMXNN. 

Yes, I i (‘member. 

I)r. Siui km \\\ t . 

We thought at the time that the visitors had 
brought the infection with them ; but aftei wauls - 
last winter I began to question that. So I set about 
testing the water as well as T could. 


Mrs. Sl'OCKMVNN. 

It was that you were working so hard at ! 

Du. Stock \i \nn t . 

Yes, you may well say I\e worked, Katrina. Tint 
here, you know, I hadn’t the necessary scientific 
appliances; so I sent samples both of our drinking- 
water and of our sea- water to the University, for exact 
analysis by a chemist. 


Ho vst a n. 

Anu you have received his report ? 

Dr. Stock m \xn. 

\Showing letter. ] Here it is ! And it proves 
beyond dispute the presence of putrifying organic 
matter in the water— millions of infusoria. It’s 
absolutely pernicious to health, whether used inter- 
nally or externally. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

What a blessing you found it out in time! 
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Ok. Stoc kmaxn. 

Ves, you may well ‘ay that. 

I loVS I'AD. 

And what do you intend to do now, Doctor? 

Dk. Stock man n. 

A\ ny, to set things right, of course. 

IIoVSiAD. 

You think it can be done, then? 

Dk. Stockmann. 

It must be done. Klsc the whole Haths aie 
useless, mined. Hut there’s no fear. I’m quite clear 
as to what is required. 

Mrs Stockmann. 

Hut, my dear Thomas, why should you have made 
such a secret of all this? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Would you have had me rush all over the town 
and chatter about it, before I was quite certain? 
No, thank you; I’m not so mad as that. 


liut to us at home 


Pkt ka. 



ss .ly /-xa.i/v (>/■' y n h ri.ori /*.. |.\« i i 

1 >R. SlOC KM \NX. 

I couldn't say a word lo a living soul. ilul 
to mnnuw you may look in at the lladgci’s 


Mk.\ SlOCKMNNSJ. 

Oli, Thomas ! 

\)k. Stock man.v. 

Well well, at your grandfathers. The old fellow 
will be astonished! He thinks I’m not < |uiti j lie, lit 
in my head )es, and plenty of others think the 
same, l ve noticed. Hut now these good people shall 
set' yes, they shall see now ! [ild/bs up and down 
rubbing his //r/;//A.] What a stir there will be in the 
town, Katrina ! Just think of it ! All the water-pipes 
will have to be relaid. 


IIovs i \ 1 1. 

[ Rising?^ All the water pipes - ? 

1 >k*. Stock u \\n. 

Why, of course. 'The intake is too low down; it 
must be moved much higher up. 

1 * 1.1 k \. 

So you weie light, after all 

. I )l\ SlOiKMWV. 

Ves, do yfiii lemcmber, Petra? I wroti* against it 
when they were beginning the woiks. Hut no one 
would listen to me then. Now, you may be sure, I 
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shall give them my full broadside- for of course I’ve 
prepared a statement lor the Directors; it has been 
lying ready a whole week; I’ve only been waiting for 
this report. [Points to Iciter.\ Hut now they shall 
have it at once. [Goes into his room and returns 
with a MS. in Ihs hand.] See! Four closely-written 
sheets ! And I’ll enclose the report. A newspaper, 
Katrina! (let me something to wrap them up in. 
There that’s it. Clive it to to -[Stamps :] — what 
the de\il’s her name.* (jive it to the girl, I mean, 
and tell her to take it at once to the burgomaster. 

[Mrs. Stockmann goes out with packet 
through the. dining-room .] 

Petra. 

What do you think Uncle Peter will say, father? 

Dr. Stock m\nn. 

What should he say? lie can’t possibly be 
otherwise than pleased that so important a fact has 
been brought to light. 


Hows i \i>. 

I suppose you will let me put a short announce 
pient of your discovery in the Messenger. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, I shall be much obliged if you will. 

Hovstad. 

It is highly desirable that the public should know 
about it as soon as possible. 
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Dr. Stockmxnn. 

Yes, certainly. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

[ Ee/urning . ] She’s gone with it. 

Dim i no. 

Stiike me dead if you won’t be the first man in the 
town, Doctor! 

Dr. S ioc km ANN. 

| 11'n'Ar up and down in high /;/<?<*.] Oh, nonsense! 
Alter all, I have done no more than my duty. I've 
been a lucky treasure-hunter, that’s all. Dut all the 
same 

Dillino. 

Hovstad, don’t you think the town ought to get up 
a torchlight procession in honour of Dr. Stockmann ? 

I IoV.sTAD. 

I shall certainly propose it. 

Dll. UNO. 

And 1*11 talk it over with Aslaksen. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

No, rny dear friends ; let all such claptrap alone. 1 
won’t hear of anything of the sort. And if the 1 )ircctors 
should want to raise my salary, I won’t accept it. I 
tell you, Katrina, 1 will not accept it. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

You are rpiitc right, Thomas. 
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IT I K A. 

[liaising her glass* J Your health, father ! 

I Iovstad and .Hilling. 

Your health, y >ur health, Doctor! 

Horstrr. 

\C linking glasses with the Doctor.] I hope )ou 
liui) have nothing but joy of your discovery. 

Du. Sloe KM ANN. 

Thanks, tiianks, my dear friends ! J can’t tell you 
how happy I am — ! Oh, what a blessing it is to feel 
that you have deserved well of your native town and 
your fellow-citizens. Hurrah, Katrina ! 

[//<? puts both his arms round her neck , and 
whirls her round w. th him . Mrs. Stock- 
mann screams and struggles. A burst oj 
laughter, applause , and cheers for the 
Doctor. 7 he bops thrust their leads in 
at the door. ] 
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The I)oci ok\s sitting room. 1 he din ; ng-room door /r 

closed. Morn *ng, 

Mrs. S’iockmxnn. 

[/inters from the dining-room with o sealed letter in 
her hand \ goes to the fate most door on the right, and 
peeps ///.] Arc you there, Thomas? 

Du. Sl()( KM \XN. 

\ IFi/hin.] Yes, 1 have just come in. [ Enters ] 
What is it? 


Mrs. SmcKMWN. 

A letter from your brother. 

[ Hands it to him.\ 

|)K. Slot KM \NN. 

Aha, let us see. [Opens th •* envelope and reads ] 

“'The MS. sent me is returned herewith 

[Heads on, mumbling to himsef . ) 1 Im — 

M MS. Sloe KM \NN. 

Well, what does he say ? 
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I >R. Slot k MAN N. 

| Putting the paper in his pocket. ] Nothing; only 
that he’ll conic up himself about midday. 

Mrs. Stockman x. 

'1‘hcn be sure \oti remember to stop at home. 

Dr. SlOCKMAVN. 

Oh, I can easil) manage that; I've finished my 
morning's visits. 

Mrs. Siockm \N\. 

I am veiy curious to know how he takes it. 

Dr. Siockm \nn. 

Y 01 .ll see he won’t be over-pleased that it is I that 
have made the discovery, and not he himself. 

Mrs. Siockm \nn. 

Ah, that’s just what I'm afraid of. 

1 ) r. S rot K MANN. 

Of course at bottom he’ll be glad. 15ut still - - 
Peter is damnably unwilling that any one but himself 
should do anything for the good of the town. 

Mrs. Stuck man j\. 

Do you know, '1 homas, T think you might stretch 
a point, and share the honour with him. Couldn’t it 
appear that it was he that put you on the track ? 
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I)K. Srof k M ANN. 

By all means for aught I rare. If only I can get 

things put straight 

\01d Morten Km. puts Jus head in at the 
Jiall door, and ashs slyly .*] 


Morten K iil. 

Is it — is it true? 


Mrs. Stockmann 

\Goin* towards him . | l'ather, is that you? 

1)r. Stockmann. 

Hallo, father-in-law! good morning, good morning. 
Mrs. Stockmann. 

Do come in. 

Mor'ikn Km.. 

Yes, if it’s true; if not, I’m off again. 

Dr. Stock m \nn. 

If what is true? 

Morten Km.. 

This cra/.y business about the water woiks. Now, 
is it true? 

Dr. Six ckmann. 

Why, of cou:se it is. But how came you to hear 
of it ? 
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Morten K i i r 

[ Coming in . ] Petra looked in on her way to the 
school 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Oh, did she ? 

MORTEN Kill.. 

Ay ay — and she told me I thought she was 
only making game of me; but that’s not like Petra 
either. 


Dr SrocKM\NN. 

No, indeed; how could you think so? 


Morten Kim.. 

Oh, you can never be sure of anybody. You may 
be made a fool of before you know where you are. 
So it is true, after all? 

Du. Stockmann. 

Most certainly it is. Do sit down, father-m law. 

| Forces him down on the sofa . J Now isn’t it a real 
blessing for the town ? 

Morten Kiil. 

[Suppi essin* his iau^hier.\ A blessing for the 
town ? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, that I made this discovery in time 
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Mokiia Km.. 

[.‘Is before .] A>, ay, ay! -Well, I could never 

have believed that \ou would play monkey-ti icks with 
)our very own brother. 

Dr. S’kkkm \nx. 

Monkey tricks ! 

Mrs. SrofKMWX. 

Why, father di ar- 

Mok’ikn Kiil. 

| Resting bis bonds and cbm on /be top of bis stub 
and blinking slyly at the Docior.) What was it 
again? Wasn't it that some animals had got into the 
\n a tor-pipes ? 

Dr. Stock Manx. 

Yes; infusorial animals. 

Mokikx Knr.. 

And any number of these animals had got in, JVtra 
said- whole swarms of them. 

Du. Stockmann. 

Certainly ; hundreds of thousands. 

Morjkv Km.. 

Hut no one can see them isn’t that it? 

Du. SlOCKMWX. 

Quite right ; no one can see them. 
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Mokikv Kin.. 

| With a (/nut, chuck in$ h ///^7/.] I’ll be damned if 
that isn’t the best thing I’ve heard of you yet. 

Dr. Stock m \nn. 

What do you mean? 

Mokikn Kiji. 

but you’ll never in this world make the Hurgo 
master take in anything ol the sort. 

Dr. Siockmvnn. 

Well, that we shall see. 

Mortkn Kiil. 

Do you really think he’ll be so crazy? 

Dr. Stockmxnx. 

I hope the whole town will be so crazy. 

Mortkn Kill.. 

The whole town ! Well, I don’t say but it may. 
Hut it serves them right; it’ll teach them a lesson. 
'They wanted to be so much cleverer than we old 
fellows. They hounded me out of the Town Council. 
Yes; I tell you they hounded me out like a dog, that 
they did. Hut now it’s their turn Just you keep up 
the game with them, Stockmann. 

I)r. Stock manx. 

Yes, but, faihcr-in-law 
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Mortkn Km.. 

Keep it up, I say. [ Rising. | If you can make the 
burgomaster and his gang eat humble pie, I’ll give 
a hundred crowns straight away to the poor. 

Dr. Siockuwn. 

Come, that’s good of you. 

Mortkn Kin.. 

Of course I’ve little enough to throwaway; but if 
you can manage that, 1 shall certainly remember the 
poor at Christmas-time, to the tune of fifty crowns. 

| Hovstad enters from halt | 

Hovstad. 

(3ood morning! \_I\ntuug. J Oh! I beg your 
pardon 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Not at all. Come in, come in. 

Morten Kin.. 

\Chuckihig (T£(T/;t.] He! Is he in it too? 

Hovstad. 

What do you mean ? 

Dr. Stockmann 

Vos, of course he is. 

Morten Kiil. 

I might have known it ! It’s to go into the papers. 
Ah, you’re the one, Stockmann ! Do you two lay 
your heads together ; I’m off. 
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J)k. Stockmann. 

Oh no, doifl go >it, father in law. 

jMomrN Knr. 

No, I’m off now. Play them all the monkey tii< ks 
you can think oh Deuce take me but you shan’t 
lose by it. 

[ lie gth's, Mrs. Stockmann accompanying 
him. | 

1)R. S ! OCKMANN. 

[ Laughing. ] What do you think — ? 'Flic old 
fellow doesn’t believe a word of all this about the 
v\ater works. 

1 lovsTAn. 

Was that what he ? 

I)r. Si ockmann. 

Yes; that was what we were talking about. And 
I daiesayyou have come on the same business? 

1 lOVS’l All. 

Ves. Have you a moment to spare, Doctor? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

As many as you like, my dear fellow. 

I lows I Al>. 

Have you heard anything from tin.* Burgomaster? 


Dr. Si ockmann. 
Not yet. lie’ll be here presently. 
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II()\'-T\1». 

I haw been thinking tin* matter mn since I.i^t 
e\ ening. 

Du. Sim KM \N\. 

Well? 

] l (>\ "v I \i». 

Til \ ( hi, as a doctor and a man of science, this 
business of the water works appears an isolated affair. 
1 daresay it hasn’t occuircd to )«« that a good many 
other things aie hound up with it? 

1 )r. Sim k MAN N. 

Indeed! In what way? Let us sit down, my 
dear fellow. N T o ; theie, on the sofa. 

[ 1 1 ( >\ sta i > \ils o n sofa ; the Doctor in an 
caty-chiur on the other side of the table. \ 

1 )K. Si Of KM ANN. 

Well, so you think ? 

IIONsTM). 

You sai l yesterday that the water is polluted by 
impuiities in the soil 

Du. Stock m\nn. 

Ves, undoubtedly; the mischief comes from that 
poisonous swamp up in the Mill Dale. 

I In\ star 

J'aciisc me, Doctor, but 1 think it comes from a 
ver) different swamp. 
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I >U. him KM AW. 

What swamp ma\ that Ik ? 

1 1 ( )\ s I \l). 

Tin* swamp is’ whi< li our whole* nuuiii ipal lift* is 
rotting. 

Dk Skkkmwn. 

'I In* dr\il, 1 \ F r. lloNstad 1 W hat notion is this 

JDIl’u* L*Cll hold of? 

I 1 < >\ > I AI ). 

All the affairs of lla' town have gradually diifted 
into the* hands of a pa« k of bureaucrats 

l)k. Slot KM \\X. 

(‘onu* now, they're not all him am rats 

1 lo\ sr \d. 

No ; hut those who are not an* the friends and 
adheients of those who an*. We an. cntiiely under the 
tluinih of a ling of wiulthy men, men of old faniih 
and position in the town. 

I >u. Sn K KM \ N N 

Yes, hut they are also men of ability and insight. 

1 IoVM Al>. 

Did they show ability and insight when they hid 
the watei-pipes where they are? 

I )K. Slot KM \NX. 

No ; that, ( f course, was a piece of stupidity. Hut 
that will he seL riulit nows 
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lloVM \l>. 

Do )ou think it will go so smoothly? 

I)k. Snu km an x. 

Well, smoothly or not, it will haw to In: done. 

I Iovsi ad. 

Vis, if the [mvss exerts its in lint nee. 

1)k. S’mkkmvxn. 

Not at all nercssaiy, my dear fellow; I ;im sure my 
1 m other — 

Ilowi VI). 

Kxeuse me, I Jortor, hut 1 must tell you that I 
think of taking the mallei up 

Du. Stockmann. 

In the paper? 

1 Io\ STA1). 

Yes. When I took over the Peoples Messenger^ I 
was determined to break lip the ring of obstinate old 
bloekheads who In Id everything in their hands. 


]>r. S roe k xi a n\. 

but you told me yourself what came of it. You 
nearly ruined the paper. 

1 1 o VST AD. 

Yls, at that time we had to draw in our horns, 
that’s true enough. The whole bath scheme might 
have fallen through if these men had been sent about 



a i r ir. ] si.v i.xiiMY of the rr.orut. 


5a 

thru business lint now llu; 1 5:i t hs aie nn a< < oin- 
phshe.d fact, and we ran get on without these august 
personages. 

1 > K . S !'<)( km \\\. 

(let on without them, yes; but still we owe them 
a gieat deal. 

llovsru) 

'The debt shall be duly aeknowledged. Hut a 
journalist of my deumnaiic: tendencies cannot let 
such an oppmtunity I i [ > thiough bis lingers. We 
must explode the tradition of official infallibility. 
That rubbish must be got rid of, like every olhi r 
superstition. 

Du SruckMWN. 

Theie I am with \ou with .ill my hcait, Mr. Ilovst.ul. 
1 fit’s a superstition, away with it! 

I lovsT \i>. 

1 should be sorry to attack the burgomaster, as 
he is your brother. Ihit 1 know you think with me — 
the truth be foie all other considerations. 

1>L. SfOCKMANN. 

Why, of course. [ Vehemently ] but still- ! but 
still ! 

I lovsl \I>. 

You mustn’t think ill oT me. T am neither men 
self-interested nor more ambitious than other men. 

Du. Stock manw 

Why, my dear fellow — who says >ou are? 
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1 1 < » \ ^ i \n. 

I < onu' oi humble lolk, as you know ; an 1 l have had 
ample opp Mtiinitiio of m i in;.; what the lower classi ^ 
reall) mpi'iie. And that i. to lu\e a shale m the 
dim lion ol pul)he affair*, Doctor. 'I hat is wh.it 
develops ability and knowledge and i cl! ie-pe« t 

I >u. Mm KM \\\. 

I understand that pi rfi etly. 

llu\M \(». 

W : and I think a |ournu!isl nicuis a hea\y 
responsibility it he lets slip a < haiuv of hi Ipuu; to 
emancipate the- (low ntioelden masses. 1 know will 
enough that oui oligarchy will denounce me as an 
agitator, and so forth: hut what do I iate? If uni) 
my conscience is elear, I 

1 >K. hl-ikMWN 

(list so, just Si), my dear Mi. Ilu\stad. Hut still 
- di u< e take it -- ! \ A knotk a' the door ] Cnnir 

m ! 

[Am \km \, l he printer , o/'/> m s at l he door 
leading, to the hat/. /A is hit nit iy hut 
res pe t tah/v dnsud in h/aek , re at \ a lohite 
netktie , s/ight/v ern/uphd, and fur a silk 
hat arid g!ovt s in his hand. | 

As! \ KM \. 

| r>o:oin^. j l bet; paidon, Doctor, lor making so 
bold---' 

Die Skkkmxnn. 

Hallo! If it isn't Mi. Aslaksen ! 


[ Rising J 
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Asl.XkM-.X. 

Yes, it’s me, Hector. 

I lows l’.\n. 

[ Rishi^. ] Is it mo you want, AslakM.ii ? 

A. si 

No, not at all. I didn't know you wore licie. No, 
it s . 10 Dortoi himst If — - 

Dr. Sim K.MANV. 

Well, wliat can I do for you? 

Am.xkskn. 

Ts it tine, what Mr. Hilling tolls me, that you’re 
going to get us a better set of water woiks? 

1 >k. S lock M \ xv. 

\ es, for the 1 laths. 


Asi \k-.i x. 

Of course, of coin sc. Then I just looked in to say 
that I’ll back up the mo\ement with all ni) might. 

Iluvsi \i». 

[ lo the Dociok.J You see ! 

Dr. Slot k man x. 

I’m suie I thank you heartily; blit — 

Asl.XKsl-.N. 

You may find it no such bad thing to have us small 
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middle ( lass m» n at your lurk. We form what )OU 
may call a compact majniity in the town- -when we 
really make lip our minds, that’s to say. And it’s 
alwa\s well to have the majority with )Oii, Doctor. 

Dr. S id( km \nn. 

Xo douht, no cloiiht ; hut l < an t com civr that 
an\ sjiei 1a 1 . measures will he necessary in this ease. 
I should think in so clear and sliaigh' foiward a 
matter- - 

Am. a km 

Yes, hut all the same, it can do no harm. I know 
the local authorities very well— the powers that he are 
not over ready to adopt suggestions Irom outsiders. 
So l think it wouldn’t he amiss if we made some sort 
of a demonstration. 

I I OV s'f A I >. 

Precisely my opinion. 

l'R. SlOCKM \NN. 

A demonstration, you say? Hut in what way 
would you demonstrate? 

Am.AKM.X. 

Of coutse with great moderation, Doctor. I 
always insist upon moderation ; for moderation is a 
citizen’s first virtue — at least that’s my way of 
thinking. 

1 >k. S UX’k MANN. 

We all know that, Mr. Aslakscn. 
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Asi.xkshx. 

Vus, 1 think my moderation is generally recognised. 
And this affair of the water works is very important 
for us small middle-class men. The Naths bid fair to 
become, as you might say, a little gold-mine for the 
town. We shall all have to live by the I laths, 
especially we house owners. So we want to support 
the llatlis all we can ; and as I am Chairman of the 
I lei. ^-owners’ Association 


Du. Stockman:;. 

Well-- ? 

AsLAKsKN. 

And as T’m an active worker for the Temperance 1 
Society of course jou know, Doctor, that I’m a 
temperance man? 

1 >U. SlOCKM \\n. 

To be sure, to be sure. 

Am.aksi n. 

Well, you’ll understand that l conic in contact 
with a great many people. And as I’m known to be 
a pmdent and law-abiding citi/.en, as you yourself 
re narked, Doctor, 1 have a certain influence in the 
town, and hold some power in my hands -though I 
say it that shouldn’t. 

Du. SloCkM \NN. 

I know that very well, Mr. Aslaksen. 

1 The w md “nudehohl, 1 ' in Norwegian, mean* both “modei.i- 
tion” and “ temperance.'* 
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Am \km n 

A\ 1 . 11 then, you sec it would be ca^y for me to g-'L 
up jn addins, if it came to a pinch. 

Du. Sun k m \\ :: 

An addiess ? 


Asi.\ksi x. 

Yes, a kind of \ote of thanks to \ou, bum the 
c lti/cns of the town, for >our action in a matter of 
Mich general concern. Of course it will have to be 
drawn up with all fitting modeiation, so as to give no 
offence to the authorities and pai tics in power. but 
so long as we’re careful about that, no one can take* it 
ill, I should think. 


lit) WAD. 

W ell, even if they didn't partieulaily like it 

Am.akskw 

No no no; no often* e to the powers that be, Mr. 
llovstad. No opposition to people that can take it 
out of us again so easily. I’ve had enough of that in 
~Tny*iime ; no good ever comes of it. but no one can 
object the free but tcmpciate expression of a 
citi/en’sW ini(,n - 

I)K. SlOtk.MANN. 

\Shukui$\his hand.\ 1 can't tell >ou, my dear Mr. 
Aslakscn hS w heartily it delights me to find so much 
support anioAj? n, y follow-townsmen. I'm so happy— 
so happy ! (JV me * > 011 " l,avc a K ,a5s of s horry ? Eh ? 
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As| \ k - 1 N. 

No, llunk Jim , I nt\ei loin h spintuuus liquors. 
Dr. Skkkmwx. 

Well, then, .1 ylass of Invr —what do \ou s.i) to 
that? 

Asl.Ak-kN. 

• hanks, not that either, I )ortor. 1 inner take 
an\ tiling so tally in tin- day. And now I'll ho off 
i < >und tho town, and talk to some of the house-owners, 
and prepare public opinion. 

Du Siockmvw. 

It\ lAtremely kind of you, Mi. Aslaksen ; init 1 
leally (annul yet it into my head that all these 
propitiations are mressaiy. The allair seems to me 
so simple and self-evident. 


Asl a K s I- N. 

The authorities always mo'.e slowl\, Doctor Clod 
foihid I shotilu blame them for it 

l lo\ si \i». 

We'll stir them up in the paper to morrow, Aslaksen. 


AslAksl'.N. 

No violent e, Mr. llovstad. Proceed with modcia 
tion, or vou’II do nothing with them, 'lake inv 
advice; I’ve picked up espenenee in the school ot 
li& And now 1 11 say yoocl mommy, Doctor. You 
know now that at least juu have us small middle-class 
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men behind \mi, solid ns a wall. You ha\c the 
compart majority on )our side, 1 )octor ! 

Dr. S roc km \n>t. 

Many thanks, my dear Mr. Aslaksen. f f folds out 
his hand, j (lood bye, good bye. 


Am.\!\SJ' n. 

Are )ou coining to the office, Mr. llovstad? 

T bn .sTA !). 

I shall come on presently. I have still one or two 
things to arrange. 

AsLAKM'.N 

Very well. 

[ Bon •s and goes. Dr. Skx’KM\nn accom- 
panies him into the hal/.\ 

Hovsi Al). 

[ As the Doctor re enters. \ Well, what do you say 
to that, Doctor? Don’t you think it is high time we 
should give all this weak kneed, half-hearted cowardice 
a good shaking up? 

Dr. Siockmann. 

Are you speaking of Aslaksen ? 

IIowad. 

Yes, 1 am. He’s a decent enough fellow, bin he’s 
one of those who are sunk in the swamp. And nukt 
people here are just like him; they are for ever 
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waveiing and wobbling fnrn side to side ; what with 
scruples and misghings, they never dare advanre a 
step. 

1)R. S I 0( KMANN. 

Yes, hut Aslaksen seems to me thoroughly well- 
intentioned. 

Hovsru). 

There is one thing I value more than good 
intentions, and that is an attitude of manly self- 
reliance. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

There I am finite with you. 

IIOVSI’AD. 

So I am going to sei/e this opportunity, and try 
whetlui 1 can’t for once put a little grit into their 
good intentions. The worship of authority must be 
rooted up in this town. This gross, inexcusable 
blunder of the watei works must be brought home 
clearly to every voter. 

Dr. Stock m \nn. 

Very well. If you think it’s for the good of the 
community, so be it ; but not till I ha\e spoken to 
my brother. 

Hovstad. 

At all events, l shall be writing my leader in the 
meantime. And if the Burgomaster won’t take the 
matter up 
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1 >K. S I < )( KM AN \. 

lint how t'.ui )on tout oivo his icfusmg? 

I In\ MAD. 

Oh, it's not inroiKviviiblc. And then ? 

I >K. SlOCK MANN. 

Well then, I promise you : look heic in that 
ease you may punt my papei- j>nt il in just as it is. 

I If>\ s | Al>. 

May 1 ? Is that a piomise ? 

1 )]:. S i < x KM \NN. 

[ I lauding him the want/ strip/. | .Thne it is; lake 
it with you. You may ns well read il in any ease ; >ou 
can return it to me afterwards. 


I lov'' r.M*. 

Yury good ; 1 shall do so. And now, good-bye, 
I >octor. 


I >K. ST('('KM \n\. 

( Jood bye, good-bye. You’ll see it will all go 
smoothly, Mr. Hovstad -as smoothly as possible. 

1 Io\ s| ad. 

Ilm — we shall see. 

[Bows and goes out through the haIL\ 
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I >R. S'lnckM ANN. 

[ Going to the dining zoom Foot and looking in | 
Katrina! Hallo! urc )ou back, I’ctra? 


I’l- I I’ A. 

\ Entering-] Ves, I \ o j list got hack from school. 

Mrs. SllM’KM \N\, 

| Entering | Hasn’t he been here yet? 

J ) R. St< )( K M A X X. 

I’eter? No; hut 1 have been having a long talk 
with Hovslad. lie’s (juite enthusiastic about my 
discovery. It turns out to be of much wider impoit 
than I thought at first. So lit; has placed his paper 
at my disposal, if I should require it. 

M-ks Slot k a \xx. 

I )o ) ou think ) on will ? 

Hr Siock manx. 

Not 1! liut at the same time, one cannot but be 
pioud to know that the enlightened, independent 
pre«*s is on one’s side. And what do you think? I 
have had a visit from the Chairman of the House 
owners’ Association too. 

Mrs. Stoc kmann. 

Really? What did he want? 

J )r. S i ookm \ \ N. 

To assure me of his support, They will all stand 
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1 »y n if .'it a pinch. Katrina, do you know what l have 
behind me? 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Dehind you? No. What have you behind >ou ? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

The compact majority ! 

Aril S. S TOCK MAN N. 

Oh ! Is that good for you, Thomas ? 

I)r. Stockmann. 

Yes, indeed ; I should think it w as good ! [Rutddug 
his hands as he soa/hs up and dawn.} (beat God! 
what a delight it is to feel oneself in such brotherly 
unison with one’s fellow-townsmen ! 

PbTRA. 

And to do so much that’s good and useful, father ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

And all for one’s native town, too ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

There’s the bell 

Dr. Stockmann. 

That must be he. \Knock at the door.] Come in ! 

[/ Inter Purgomastlr Stockmann from the 
halt ’ ] 
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Huroum \si kr. 

( ioud-moi ning. 

1)r. Stockmann. 

I'm glad to see vou, Peter. 

Mrs. Si tick manx. 

(iood morning, bi other-in-law. How arc you? 

I >i coo \j \sn- r. 

Oh, thanks, so so. \To the Doc tor.] Yesteiduy 
evening, after office hours, I recei\e<l from you a 
dissertation upon the state of the water at the baths. 

I)r. Stockmwn. 

Yes. Dave you read it? 

JU'RC.OMASli-.R. 

I have. 

Dr. Sioc km \x\. 

And wliat do you think of the affair? 

JSirRCOM ASTER. 

it 

I I in — [ IJ ith a sidelong glance . ] 

Mrs. S I OCR MANN. 

Come, Petra. 

[.She and Pi'.tra go into the room on the left.\ 

111! ROOM \STI-.R. 

[After a pause . J Was it necessary to make al! 
these investigations behind my back? 


5 
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Dr. SrocKM\NN. 

Yes, till I was absolutely reitain, I 

IjURCOMAsI er. 

And you arc absolutely certain now? 

1)U. SlOCKMVNN. 

My paper must surely have convinced you of that. 

III! ROOM \ ST ICR. 

Js it your intention to submit this statement to the 
Hoard of Directors, as a sort of official document? 

Dr. Siockm vnn. 

Of course. Something must be done in the 
matter, and that promptly. 

BURGOMASTER. 

As usual, you use very strong expressions in your 
statement. Amongst other things, you say that what 
wc offer our visitors is a slow poison. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Why, Peter, what else can it be called? Only 
think — poisoned water both internally and externally! 
And that to poor invalids who come to us in all 
confidence, and pay us handsomely to cure them ! 

Burgomaster. 

And then you announce as your conclusion that we 
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must build a sower to carry off the allowed impurities 
from tlie Mill Dale, and must relay all the water- 
pipes. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes. Cau you suggest ; ly other plan ? —I know 
of none. 

I h r ROOM A VI I R. 

1 found a pietext for looking in at the town 
engineers this morning, and — in a half-jesting way - 
I mentioned these alt. -nations as things we might 
possibly have to considc r, at some future time. 

Dr. Siockmann. 

At some future time ! 


1 h trgomasi kr. 

Of course he smiled at what lie thought my 
cxtiavagance. Dave you taken the trouble to think 
what your proposed alterations would cost? From 
what the engineer said, 1 gathered that the e xpenses 
would probably mounL up to several hundred 
thousand crowns. # 

Dr. S JOCK MANN. 

do much as tb it ? 

bUROOMAST KR. 

Yes. but that is not the worst. The work would 
take at least two years. 

Dr. Stoc kmann. 

Two years ! Do you mean to say two whole years? 
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At least. And what are we to do with the Paths 
in the meanwhile? Aio we lo close them? AW: 
should have no alKrnatixe. Do you think anyone 
-would eome here, il it gut alnoad that tin* water was 
pestilential ? 

Du. Stockmann. 

1 Silt, Peter, that's precisely what it is. 

I >U ROOM ASTER. 

And all this now, just now, when the Paths arc doing 
so well! Neighbouring towns, too, arc not without 
their claims to rank as health-resorts Do you think 
they would not at once set to work to divert the full 
stream of visitois to themselves? Undoubtedly they 
would; and we should be left stranded. We should 
probably have lo give up the whole costly under- 
taking; and so you would have ruined your native 
town. 

Du. Stockmann. 

1- ruined ! 

PUUC.OMASTER. 

It is only through the Paths that the town has any 
future worth speaking of. You surely know that as 
well as I do. 

I)r. Stock m\nn. 

Then what do you think should be done ? 

15 U ROOM ASTER. 

I have not succeeded in convincing myself that the 
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condition of the water at the Ihchs is as sciious as 
your statement represents 

1 )R. StOC'KMW'N. 

r tell you it’s if anything worse- - or will be in the 
summer, when the hot weather sets in. 

BURGOMASTER. 

1 icpeat that I believe you exaggerate greatly. A 
competent physician should, know what imagines to 
take - lit' should be able to obviate deleterious in- 
fluent cs, and to counteract them in case they should 
make themselves unmistakably felt. 

])R. Sl'ockmanw 

Indet'd — ? And then — ? 

I > IT RGO MAS J'ER . 

ddie existing water works are, once for all, a fact, 
and must naturally be treated as such. I hit when 
the time comes, the Directors will probably not be 
indispo- ed to consider whether it may not be possiole, 
without unreasonable pecuniary sacrifices, to intro- 
duce certain improvements. 

Dr. SlOl KMAN.V. 

And do you imagine I could ever be a parly to 
such dishonesty ? 


Dishonesty ? 


Burgomaster. 
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Dk. Stock Manx. 

Yes, it would be dishonesty- a fraud, a lie, an 
absolute crime against the public, against society as a 
whole ! 

] »U KGOMASTER. 

I have not, as 1 before remarked, been able to 
convince ni)scll that them is really any such imminent 
danger. 

])k. S IOC KM ANN. 

You have! You must have! 1 know that my 
demonstration is absolutely clear and convincing. 
And ) 0 U understand it perfectly, Peter, only you 
won’t admit it. It was you who insisted that both 
the Path-buildings and the water-woiks should be 
placed where they now are; and it’s that- it's that 
damned blunder that you won’t confess. Pshaw! 
Do you think I don’t see through you? 

I>uk(jOMAs'i i* k. 

And even if it wcie so? If 1 do watch over my 
leputation with a certain anxiety, I do it for the good 
of the town. Without moial authority I cannot 
guide and direct affairs in the way I consider most 
conducive to the general welfare. Therefore- and 
on various other grounds— it is of great moment to 
me that your statement should not be submitted to 
the Hoard of Directors. It must bo kept back, for 
the good of the community. Later on I will bring 
up the matter for discussion, and we will do the best 
we can, quietly; but not a word, not a whisper, of 
this unfortunate business must conic to the public 
ears 
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Dr. Slot k\r \nn. 

But it can’t be prevented now, my dear Pctei. 

liliRCOM.WJ KK. 

It must and shall be prevented. 

1)R. SllH kMAN NT. 

It can’t be, I te'l you; far too many people know 
about it alieady. 

Buroomasi I.R. 

Know about it! Who? Surely not those fellows 
on the People's Messenger ? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Oh >es; they know’, The liberal, independent 
piess whl take »ood care you do your duty. 

J lURfiOMASTKU. 

\ After a short pause. | You are an ama/intdy reck 
less man, '1 homas. Have not you reflected what the 
' onsujuences of this may be to ) ourself? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Consequences*— Consequences to me? 


BlTRdOMASTKR. 
Yes — to you and youis. 

Dr. Stockmann. 
What the devil do you mean ? 
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lil'KCUM \S’I KR. 

I believe I have always shown myself ready and 
willing to lend you a helping hand. 

Dr. S ioc km vnn. 

Yes, you have, and I thank you for it. 

J’urcom \sn:k. 

1 ask for no thanks. Indeed, I was in some measure 1 
forced to art as 1 did — for my own sake. 1 al\\a\s 
hoped I should l>c able to kei*p you a little in cheek, 
if 1 helped to improve youi pecuniary position. 

Dr. Siolkmwn. 

What ! So it was only fur your own sake ! 

1 1 U R 1 1 0 M A STL R. 

In a measure, I say. It is painful for a man in an 
official position, when his nearest relative goes and 
compromises himself time alter lime. 

Du. Stock m \nn. 

And you think 1 do that ? 


llli ROOM AS I hR. 

Yes, unfortunately, you do, without knowing it. 
Yours is a turbulent, unruly, rebellious spiiit. And 
then you have an unhappy propensity lor rushing 
into print upon every possible and impossible occasion. 
You no sooner hit upon an idea than you must needs 
write a newspaper article or a whole pamphlet about it. 
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I >u. Sun K\l VN.'i. 

Isn’t it a citizen's duty, whrn he has conceived a 
new idea, to communicate it to the public ! 


IUh«;omas 1 ].k. 

Oh, the public lias no need for new ideas. The 
public gets on best with the good old recognised 
ideas it has already. 

Dll. S 'IOC KM A \ N. 

You say that right out ! 

Burgomaster. 

Ye s, 1 must speak frankly to you for once. Hither- 
to 1 ha vi tried to avoid it, for l know how irritable 
\ou are ; but now I must tell you the truth, Thomas. 
You lnve no conception how much you injure your- 
self by your officiousness. You complain of the 
authorities, ay, of the Government itself— you cry 
them down and maintain that you have been slighted, 
persecuted. Hut what else can you expect, with your 
impossible disposition ? 

Dr. Siockm \.nn. 

Oh, indeed! So I am impossible, am 1? 
liURGOM VS'l ER. 

Yes, Thomas, you are an impossible man to work 
with. I know that from experience. You have no 
consideration for any one or ail) thing ; you seem quite 
to forget that you have me to thank for your position 
as medical officer of the Baths 
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I)r. Stock m\nn. 

It was mine by right! Mine, and no one clse’s ! 
I was the first to discover the town’s capabilities as 
a watering-place; I saw them, and, at that time, I 
alone. For years I fought single-handed for this idea 
of mine; l wrote and wrote 


IjU ROOM AS 1TIR. 

No doubt; but then the light time had not come. 
Of couisc, in that out of-lhe world corner you could 
not judge of that. As soon as the propitious moment 
arrived, J — and others— took the matter in hand 


Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, and you went and bungled the whole of my 
glorious plan. Oh, we see now what a set of 
wiseacres you were ! 


Du ROOM A SI KR. 

All I can see is that you are again seeking an 
outlet for your pugnacity. You want to make an 
onslaught on your superiors - that is an old habit of 
yours. You cannot endure any authority over you; 
you look askance at any one who holds a higher post 
than your own ; you regard him as a personal 
enemy — and then you care nothing what kind of 
weapon you use against him. But now I have shown 
you how much is at stake for the town, and 
consequently for me too. And therefore I warn you, 
Thomas, that I am inexorable in the demand 1 am 
about to make of you ! 
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I)u. Stockmann. 

What demand ? 


Jil'KOO MASTER. 

As you have not had the sense to refrain from 
chattering to outsiders about this delicate business, 
which should haul been kept an official secret, of 
course it cannot now be hushed up. All soits of 
rumours will get abroad, and evil disposed persons 
will invent all sorts of additions to them It will 
therefore be necessary for >ou publiely to contradict 
these lumours. 

Du. Stockmann. 

I! IIonn ? I don’t understand you? 

1>U ROOM ASTER. 

We expect that, -after further investigation, you will 
come to the conclusion that the affair is not nearly so 
sciious or pressing as you had at first imagined. 

. Dr. Stoc kmann. 

Aha! So you expect that? 

1U; ROOM ASTER. 

Vuithermore, we expect you to express your 
confidence that the Hoard of Directors will thoroughly 
and conscientiously carry out all measures for the 
remedying of any possible defects. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, but that you’ll never be able to do, so long ns 



ax ex/cm v or the rEorz.r. |A< ■ n. 


7<* 


\ou go on tinkering and patching. 1 tell you that, 
Peter; and it’s my deepest, sincerest conviction 

HlJ ROOM V'-'IT'K. 

As an official, >ou have no right to hold any 
individual conviction. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

\Sfar/in”.\ No right to ? 


I > U ROOM ASTER. 

As an official, 1 say. in your piivate capacity, of 
com sc, it is another matter. But as a subordinate 
official of the Baths, you have no right to express any 
conviction at issue with that of your superiors 

1)r. Stockmann. 

This is too much ! I, a doctor, a man of science, 
have no right to ! 

Burgomaster. 

The matter in question is not a purely scientific 
one; it is a complex affair; it has both a technical 
and an economic, side. 


])k. S I OCR MANN. 

What the devil do I care what it is ! I will be free 
to speak my mind upon any subject under the sun ! 

JiURC.OMAST kr. 

As you please — so long as it does not concern the 
Baths. With them we forbid you to meddle. 
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l)k. Slot km an;. 

[ Shouts. ] You forbid — -! You! A set of 

Hu ROOM as 1 1 u. 

/ forbid it--/, your chief; and when I issue an 
older, you ha\e simply to obey. 

1 )l‘ S I ()( KM YNN. 

[ Controlling himself j Upon my word, Peter, if 
you weren't m> brother 


Pi- i ra. 

[ 7hirs open the door. \ Father, you shan't submit 
to this ! 

A Iks. Stockmann. 

| Following her.] Petra, Petra! 

Tjukoomasti.r. 

Alt ! So wti nave been listening ! 

Mrs. S roc km an n. 

The partition is so thin, we couldn’t help 
Pj:j ra. 

I stood and listened on purpose. 

J’UROOM \STRR . 

Well, on the whole, 1 am not sorry- — 
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Dli. Sl(Xk\I\NN\ 

[ Com hr* nearer to //////.] You spoke to me of 
forbidding and obeying 

JSUKCOMASJ'hK. 

You haw forced me to adopt that tone. 

Du. SlOCKMNNN. 

And T am to give m)sclf the lie, in a public 
declaration ? 

Hukoom \stf.r. 

We consider it absolutely necessary that you should 
issue a statement in the terms indicated. 

I)r. Stockmann. 

And if I do not obey? 

IjUROOMASTICR. 

Then we shall out selves put forth a statement to 
reassure the public. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Well and good; then 1 shall write against you. T 
shall stick to my point and prove that 1 am right, and 
you wrong. And what will you do then? 

IjUKOO master. 

Then T shall be unable to prevent your dismissal. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

What ! 
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PETRA. 

Father! Dismissal! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Dismissal ! 


11 U RO.OMASTKR. 

Your dismissal fiom the Baths. I shall he com 
pel 1 'd to move that notice he given you at once, and 
that you ha\e hem efortii no connection whatever 
with the Baths. 

Du. Stockmann. 

You would dare to do that ! 

JlTlK.OMA-a I U. 

It is )0u who are playing the daring game. 


I'h l'K \. 

Uncle, this is a shameful way to treat a man like 
father ! 

• Mrs. Stockmann. 

Do he quiet. Petra ! 

1 5 1: ROOM ASTER. 

[Looking at Pkir\.] Aha! We have opinions of 
our own already, eh? To he sure, to he sure! \To 
Mrs. Stock mann. J Sister-in-law, you are presumably 
the most rational member of this household. Use 
all your influence with your husband ; try to make 
him realise v. hat all this will involve both for his 
family 
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So 


I )R. S IOC’ KM \NN. 

My family concerns mjsclf alone! 

lil’Kt iOMA v ' I KR. 

both for his family, I say, and for the town ho 

lives in. 

Dr. S incK\r \\\ r . 

It is I that have the real good of the town at heart! 
1 want to lay hare the c\ i Is that, sooner or Liter, must 
come to light. Ah ! You shall see whether I love my 
native town. 

lh'ROOMAS'l i:r. 

You, who, in your blind obstinacy, want to cut off 
the town’s chief source of prosperity ! 

Dr. Si nr km ann. 

That source is poisoned, man ! Arc you mad ? 
We live by trafficking in tilth and corruption ! The 
whole of our flourishing social life is rooted in a lie ! 

liu KUO MAS IKK. 

Idle fancies- or worse. The man who scatters 
broadcast such offensive insinuations against his 
native place must be an enemy of society. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[ Going towards fit///.] You dare to ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

[ Throwing hetse/j between them.] Thomas ! 



Ac i II. | .IN FNF.VY OF T/JF FFO/V F. 


Sr 


1*1 IKA. 

[Scning 7^^:r Jathcr* arm | lurp calm, fatlu r ! 
llrki.oM \s i i.k. 

I* will not e\j )se myself to violence. You have 
had your warning, now. Kdlnl upon what is duo to 
yourself and to )our family. (lood hve. 

[ lit' goes J 


D R . SlOCKMANN. 

[ II att/w; /'/ and doton7\ And l must put up with 
such tratment! In my own home, Katrina! What 
do you say to that ! 

Mrs. S lock. MANN. 

Indeed it’s a shame and a disgrace, Thomas 


Pktka. 

Oh, if I could only get hold of undo ! 

Dr. Sl’OCk MANN. 

It’s my own fault. I ought to have stood lip 
against them long ago— to have shown my teeth — 
and ie-‘d them loo! And to he called an enemy 
of society! Me! I won’t hear it; by Heaven, I 
won’t ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

But, my dear Thomas, after all, your brother has 
the power 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, hut I have the right. 


6 



- IX hXEM V (>/•' THE /’EO/’/E. [An IT. 


S2 


Mrs. SrnCKM \NN. 

All \es, light, light! What good does it do to 
have 1 1 1 «_• right, if you haven’t any might? 


1T.TR A. 

Oh, mother — how can you talk so? 

1 )k. S kk'KM wn. 

What ! No good, in a free community, to have 
light on your side? What an absurd idea, Katrina ! 
And besides haven’t I the free and independent 
press hi fore me — and the compact majonty at my 
hack ? M hat is might enough, I should think ! 

Mrs. S iock MANN. 

Why, good heavens, Thomas ! you’re surely not 
thinking ol- ? 


i )r Stockmann. 
What am I not thinking of? 


Mrs. S'iockmann. 

of setting yourself up against your brother, 1 

mean 

J)r. Stockmann. 

What the devil would you have me do, if not stick 
to what is right and true? 


ITira. 

Yes, that’s what I should like to know ? 
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M ks. S i o< k m \ \ n. 

Dill it will he ol no earthly use. II they won’t, 
they won’t. 

Du. S 1 nc k MANN. 

JIo-lio, K:itrinn ! ju<l wait a while, and u>u shall 
see whethei I can fi.,hl my battles to the end. 


Mrs. S kick ma\n 

Yes, to the end of ceUing your dismissal ; that is 
what will happen. 


Dll. SlOCkM \NN. 

\\ r ell then, L shall at any rate have done my duty 
towards the public, towards soviet) I who am called 
an enemy of society ! 

Mrs Sto< k wa.nn. 

1 >u L low aids your family, Thomas? Towards us 
at home ? Do you think that is doing your duty 
towards those who aie dependent on you? 

% Pktr \. 

Oh, mother, don’t always think first of us. 

Mrs. Stoc k m \.\n. 

Yes, it’s easy for you to talk; you can stand alone 
if need be. JJut remember the bo\s, Thomas; and 
think a little ot ) ourself too, and of me 

Dr. Stock mann. 

You’re surely out of your senses, Katrina' If I 
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were to 1 m: su*‘h a pitiful toward as to knuckle* under 
to this lYter and lih ennfoumh d crew should 1 
ever have another happy hour in all ni> hie? 


Mrs. Siockm \n.\. 

1 don’t know about that ; but Clod pivseixe us from 
the happiness we shall all of us have if you prisist in 
defying them. Theie you will he again, with nothing 
to live on, with no regular income. I should have 
thought we had haul enough of that in the old days. 
Remember them, Thomas ; think of what it all means. 

I >k. Siockm \nn. 

\Slnt&&lin* with him self and clenching his hands'.] 
And this is what these jacks in office tan bring upon 
a free and honest man! Isn’t it ie\olting, Katrina? 

Mrs. Siockm \nx. 

Yes, no doubt they are treating you shamefully, 
jiiit Oud knows there's plenty of injustice one must 
just submit to in this world. Here .ire the boys, 
Thomas. Look at them ! What is to become of 

them? Oh no, no ! you can never have the heart 

[Kiui* and Mortkn, with school book s', have 
meanwhile entered. ] 

J )j\. Slot k \r \\x. 

Tlie boys ! [ With a sudden access of firmness 

and decision. ] Never, though the whole earth should 
(jumble, will 1 bow my neck beneath the yoke. 

[Goes towards his room.] 
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M US. S I DC KM \\N. 

| Folloti'in^ hi/n.\ 'Thomas — what arc ) on going to 
do ? 

Du. Stockmann. 

\Af the ih'ar^\ I must have the right to look my 
lio)s in the fare when they have grown into free men. 
[ (Vet's into his room.\ 


M Us. S 1 OCKM \\N. 

| Hursts into tons. | Ah, (iod help us all ! 

I’l l KA. 

l ather \< true to the rote! He will novel give in ' 

[ 7 he ho\ v t ish 70 on,re/ i/ii^ty a* hut tt mf means . 
L’i J J<.\ st&ns to them to he <juictA 
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act third. 

The FiiifnT'i Room of the ' /’c pie’s .Uc* tenge.” 7// 
/A btickg) ound, lo the /eft, a?i cut/ onec door ; to 
the right o not her door, with gt a\s panes, thiough 
whiih urn he se< n the composing room A door 
in the right hand zoo if In the middtc <>/ the room 
a large toh/c loeercJ with papers, ncwspapei s, and 
books. Jn front, on the /eft , a tow Jon*, and by it 
a de\k with a high stoot. 1 c up/e o/ arm ( hairs 
beside the tab/e; .some other e/ rat is along the watts. 
Y'he loom is dingy and cheerless, the Jurmtuie 
shabby, the arm chairs dirty and torn. Jn the 
composing-room arc seen a Jtw compositors at 
work; further bach, a ha nd-pi ess in operation. 

[JIowiaij is seated at the desk, writing. Presently 
Jiii.MN*; enters from the right , with the Doctor's 
manuscript in his hand 

JilLl.I \(i. 

Well, T musl say ! 

Hovsi AD. 

1 1 tailing.] Have you read it through? 
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lill MM;. 

[Z.ayi/i-r J/S. on the d sk ] Yes, I should thiiik I 
had. 

I In VS TAD. 

Don't )ou think the Doctor comes out strong? 


JJiu.im; 

Strong ! Why, strike me dead if he isn't cmshing! 
K\cry wold falls like a - well, like a sledge hammer. 

Ho\ sl’ad. 

Yes, but these fellows won’t collapse at the first 
blow. 

Mil. UNO. 

True enough ; but we ll keep on hammering away, 
blow' after blow, till the whole officialdom comes 
crashing down. As I sat in there reading that article, 
I seemed to hear the revolution thundering afar. 

I L( vs i \i>. 

f Turning wit ml. ] Shi Don’t let Aslaksen hear 
that. 

Billing. 

\ln a lower voice. | Aslaksen’s a white-livered, 
cowardly fellow, without a spark of m inhood in him. 
llut this time you’ll surely carry your [Joint? Eh? 
You'll print the Doctor’s paper? 

Hows ran. 

Yes, if only the Burgomaster doesn’t give in 
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liU.MNC. 

'That would be deuced annoying. 

] Io\ hT V! ». 

Well, whatever happens, fortunately we ran turn 
the situation to account. If the Burgomaster won’t 
ugiee to the Doetoi’s proposal, lie’ll have all the small 
middle class down upon him - all the I louse owners’ 
Association, and the rest of them. And if he does 
agree to it, he’ll fall out with the whole (Tew of big 
shareholders in the ]»aths, who have hitherto been 
liis main support— - 

BlM.INO. 

Yes, of course; for no doubt they’ll have to fork 
out a lot of money 

I InVS'lAJ). 

You may take your oath of that. . And then, don’t 
you set 1 , when the ring is bioken up, we’ll dm it 
into the public day by day that the Burgomaster is 
incompetent in every respect, and that all responsible 
positions in the town, the whole municipal govern- 
ment in shot l, must be entrusted to men o( liberal 
ideas. 

Jill, UNO. 

Strike me dead if that isn’t the square truth ! T 
see it— I see it : we are on the eve of a revolution ! 

[// knotk at the door. J 

Hoystai). 

Hush! Come in ! 

[1)k. Stockmann enters ft am the bach, left .J 
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So 


TIo\st\i>. 

\(ioin^ fojkUinls him.\ Ah, here is the Doctor. 
Well? 

Dr. Sioc.kmakx. 

Print away, Mr. llovstad! 

I Iovmiad. 

So it has come to that? 


Billing. 

I T uriah ! 

Du. SlOCk.MXNN. 

Print away, I tell )ou. To he sure it has come 
to that Since they will have it so, they must. War 
is declared, Mr. Billing ! 

Him ixg. 

War to the knife, say 1! War to the death, 
1 )octor ! 

Dr. Sioc’kmanx. 

'Phis article k only the Beginning. I have four or 
five others sketched out in my head already. But 
where do you keep Aslaksen ? 

Bn LING. 

[ ( 'ailing into the prin ting-room. \ Aslaksen ! just 
< onie here a moment. 

H() VS TAD. 

Four or five more ai tides, eh? On the same 
subject? 
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I )li. S 1V( K m vnn. 

()!i no not n t all, my dear fellow. \<> ; they will 
dial with ([inte dilfeiuit matters. 1 »nt flu*) 're all of 
.i pieu/ w:th the water-works and srwvr questi n. 

( Oe tiling leads to another. it's just like beginning 
to pick at an old house, don’t )ou kno»\ ? 

Hii.i iso. 

Strike me dead, blit that's true! You feel \ou 
can’t leave off till )Ou’ve pulled the whole lumbei- 
hcap to pic< es. 

Asians n. 

| fC filers fu'm the printing ><> ///.] Pulled to piece. ! 
Suiely the Doctor isn’t thinking of pulling the Paths 
to pieces ? 

1 lov.sTAi). 

Not at all. Don’t be alarmed. 

1 >K. S lOCKM \N\. 

\o, we weie talking of something quite different. 
\\ T ell, what do you think of my article, Mr. Hovstad? 

1 1 0 VST AD. * 

I think it’s simply a niasLei piece 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, Dn’t it? I’m glad you think so - very glad. 

1 Lovstad. 

It’s so clear and to the point. One doesn’t in the 
Last need to be a specialist to understand the gist of 
it. I am ceitain iveiy intelligent man will be on your 
side. 
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Am.ak.4-,n. 

Aiul all the prudent ones too, I hope? 

BILLING. 

Both the prudent and imprudent -- in fact, almost 
the whole town. 

As I AksEN. 

Then I suppose we may venture to print it. 

1 >U. SrOt’KM \NN. 

I should think so 1 


Hov.vr\i). 

It shall go in to-morrow. 

Du. S'LOCKM ANN. 

Yes, plague take it, not a day must be lost. Look 
here, Mr. Aslaksen, this is what I wanted to ask you : 
won’t you take personal charge of the article? 


Aslaksen. 

* 

Certainly I will. 

1)U. SiOCKMANN. 

lie as caicful as if it were gold. No pvinteis’ 
errors; every word is important. 1 shall look in 
again presently; perhaps ) ou‘11 be able to let me see 
a proof. -Ah! 1 can’t tell you how I long to have the 
thing in print — to see it launched 

Billing. 

Yes, like a thunderbolt ! 



JX /' X/ \/Y OF '///F 1 Korui. [> i III. 


()2 


1 )K. Situ KM ANN. 

— and submitted to the judgment of evriy 
intelligent cit i/on. Oh, >011 luiu: no idea what I have 
had to put lip with today. l\o been threatened 
with all soils of things. I was to be robbed of my 
dean st r ights as a human being 

IJii.um;. 

What ! Your rights as a human being ! 

I )R. S'lUC K MAW. 

- 1 was to humble myself, and eat the dust ; [ 

was to set my personal interests above my deepest, 
holiest convictions 

1*11.1 INC'.. 

Strike me dead, but that’s too outrageous! 

Howrah. 

Oh, what can you expect from that quarter? 

« 

1 >k. S’lfX KM WN 

J hit tlu y shall find they were mistaken in me ; they 
shall learn that in black and white, J pmmne ihem ! 
I shall throw- in;, self into the breach e\civ da) in tin* 
Afcssnt^\ bomba id them with one expiosi\e artii le 
alu r another 


Aslakskn 

Yes, but look here- — 
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Itll.MXC. 

Hurrah ! It’s war ! War ! 

I >K. Si c k km \\x. 

I shall smite them to the eaith, T shall crush them, 
I shall lcvt 1 their entrenchments to the giound in the 
(_)e>. of all light-thinking men ! That's what I shall 
do! 

Asr. \kskx. 

Hut above all things be temperate, Doctor; 
bombard with mock nation 

Hu IMNV,. 

Nut at all, not at all ! I han’t spare the dynamite ! 
1)r. Siockmanx. 

[ ( roiny on im^cr hit lwbly.\ For now it’s no mere 
question of water-works and sewers, )ou see. No, tin* 
whole community must be pinged, disinfected 


lb LI. ixo. 

There souncls the word of salvation ! 

1 )k. Sine KM ANN. 

All tiie old bunglo»s must be sent packing, you 
understand. And that in every possible department ! 
Such endless vistas have opened out before me 
today. I am not quite clear about ever) thing yet, 
but 1 shall see my way presently, it’s ycung and 
vigorous standard lu-arers we must look for, my 
biends; wo must have new captains at all the 
outposts. 
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Illl.l INC. 

1 fi .11', heat ! 

Ilk SimkMWX. 

And if only we hold toother, it ill go so 
snionl hi v. so smoothly ' 1 he whole n volution will 

glide oil tlu* stn< k-> just like u ship. Don’t )ou think 
so? 

llovsi \D. 

For my pail, 1 lvlie\e we have now euiv prospect 
of placing our municipal affaiis in the light hands. 

Am.VKsI'.N. 

And if only wc pio«ved with moderation, I icall) 
don'! think tlieie (.an he any dangei. 

I)R. Sl(« KM.WN. 

Who the de\il cates whelhet there’s danger or not ! 
What l do, I do in the name of ti nth and for 
cons- it Ik e’ sake. 


fhnsj'Aij. • 

Von are a man to he hacked up, Doctor. 


A.SI.Xksl.X, 

Yes, theieh no douht the Doctor is a true friend to 
the town ; lie’s what I call a friend of society. 

Uii.un’i;. 

.Strike m< dead if Di. Stockmann isn’t a Friend of 
the People, Aslakseti ! 
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Am \KM n. 

1 have no doubt the I louse owners’ Association 
will mjoii adopt that expression. 

Dli S lock MANX. 

[Shaking their hands, duply moved. | r I hanks, 
thanks, my dear, faithful friends; it does me good to 
hear \ou. My respected brother called me something 
ver\ dil’leiv ot. Ne\er mind ! 'Trust me to pay him 
back with interest ! I hit 1 must be off now to see 
a poor de\il of a patient. T shall look in again, 
though, lie sure you look alter the article, Mr. 
Aslaksen ; and, whatever you do, don’t leave out any 
of nn notes of exclamation ! Rather put in a few 
more! Well, goodbye for the present, good-bye, 
good-bye. 

| Mutual salutations while they ae.ompany 
h>m to (he door. //• i^oes out. ] 

J iu\'S I’AI). 

lie will be invaluable to us. 


Aslakskn. 

Ye>, so long as he coniines himself to this matter 
of the Ihitlis. Hut if he goes further, it will scarab 
be advisable to follow him. 

Ho\M AD. 

11m — that entirely depends on- - - 
Jh 1.1.1 NO. 

You’re always so conloundedly timid, Aslaksen. 



ax e\j:my or tiff, feoft.e. | \< i in. 




As! AKM.N. 

'Timid? Yes, when it’s a (picstion of attacking 
local authorities, I am timid, Mr. Hilling : I have 
learnt caution in the school of rspeiiencr, let me toll 
you. 1 til t start me oil the higher polities, c'onfiont 
me with the (iovernment itself, and then see if J’m 
timid. 


Ill I 1 I NO 

Xo, you’re not; hut that’s just wheie your in- 
ronsisteney rnmi‘S in. 


An \kskn. 

'The fact is, I am keenly alive to my responsibilities. 
If ) oil attack the (loveinment, you at least do society 
no haim ; for the men attacked don’t can; a straw, 
you see— they stay where they are all the same. Hut 
local authorities can he tinned. out: and then we 
might get some incompetent set into [lower, to the 
irnparuhle injuiy both of house owneis and other 
people. 

I lows TAI>. 

i 

Hut the education of citizens by self-government - 
do you never think of that? 


A s LA k. SEN. 

When a man has solid interests to protect, he can’t 
think of everything, Mr. Ilovstad. 

lloVsTAI). 

Then I hope ] may never have solid interests to 
protect. 
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1 ill, LINT.. 

Hear, hear! 

A SLA KM.W 

[.SV///7/>/g. ] Hm ! | Points to Hie desk. ] (invernor 

Steiisgurd 1 sat in that ediloiial chair before you. 

r.u UNO. 

( A/> iift'/r g.] l\)oh ! A turncoat like that ! 

1 Io\ mad. 

1 am no weathercock ami never will he. 

Am.aksln. 

A politician should never he too sure of anything 
on caith, Mr. llo\ slack And as for you, Mr. Hilling, 
you ought to take in a reef or two, I should say, now 
that you are applying for the secretaryship to the 
'Town Council 

Hit i ixc. 

I ! 

I lows I Al). 

Is that so, Hilling? 

Hilling. 

Well, yes — hut, deuce take it, you understand, I’m 
only doing it to spite their high-mightinesses. 

1 Tt will he lememheied tint Aslaksen figures in TIui League 
pj Youth, of whic h Slen^gaul is theeeiitr.il diameter. Slensgud, 
we see, has just ilied Jamdeslad’s |unpheey hy attaining the high 
adininistratne dignity of " .MiIiuiiiIiikiiuI,” Jieie roughl) trans- 
lated 14 Governor. ” 



9 s a a AXAj/r ot- run people. [Aci hi. 

Am.nkh w 

Well, that has nothing to do with im». 1 >ut if I am 
to 1 )i_* arc used of cowardice and inconsistency, I 
should just like to point out this: My political 
lecord is open to e\ery one. I have not changed at 
all, except in becoming more moderate. My heart still 
belongs to the people; but l don't deny that my 
reason inclines somewhat towards the authoiities - 
the local ones, I mean. 

[Goes into the punting room.\ 


lilLUNO. 

Don’t you think we should try to get rid of him, 
Tlovslad ? 

I If A s’l AI). 

Do you know of any one el.se that will pay for our 
paper and piinting? 


lifT-l.i N’c 

What a confounded nuisance it is to have no 
capital ! 

1 1 0\ S I AI). 

■ [ Sitting dt 70 n by the dcA C\ I Yes, if we only had 
duit 

Hit. uncj. 

Suppose you applied to Dr. Stockmann? 

1 1() VST AD. 

j Turning over his /uipers.] What would be the 
good? He hasn’t a rap. 
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KILLING. 

No; hut lie lias a good man heliind him — old 
Morten Kiil — “The Kadger,” as they call him. 

1 lo vs TAD. 

f Writing Are you so sure lie has money? 

Ill I.I.IXG. 

Yes, strike me dead if he hasn’t ! And part of it 
must certainly go to Stockmann’s family. lie’s 
hound to provide for for the children at any rate. 

I lo VST AD. 

\Ha : f turning Arc you counting on that? 

Killing. 

Counting ? How should 1 be counting on it ? 

« 

1 lOYSTAD. 

best not ! And that secretaryship you shouldn’t 
count on either; for I can assure you you won’t get it 

Killing. 

Do you think I don’t know that ? A refusal is the 
very thing 1 want. Such a rebuff fires the spirit of 
opposition in )ou, gives you a fresh supply of gall, as 
it were; and that’s just what you need in a god- 
forsaken hole like this, where anything really stimu- 
lating so seldom happens. 

1 Iovstad. 

[ Writing * ] Yes, yes. 



ICO 
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liu.i.ixr*. 

Well - they shall soon hear from me!— Now I'll go 
and write the appeal to the I louse ownei s’ Associa- 
tion. 

[C#7vf into the room on the right ] 

Hovstad. 

[ li/s at his desk, kiting hh penholder^ and avm'J 
stohdy;\ llm— so that’s the \w\y of it. — | A knock a. 
the door.] ( ’ome in. 

[Pi. ik v enters from the hack, left .] 

IIoVVI’AI). 

[ A > /%/V/^.] What! Is it you? Ileie? 


Pkik \. 

Ves; please excuse me 

IIOVSIAI). 

[Offering her an arm chair.] Won’t you sit clown ? 
Pktk \. • 

No, thanks; I must go again directly. 

Ho vs r \ i >. 

Perhaps you bring a message from your father ? 


Pktra. 

No, l have come on my own account, [lakes a 
hook from tin 1 pocket of her cloak. ] 1 lere is that Knglish 

story. 
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Hov.vru). 

Why have you brought it back ? 

Phi KA. 

1 use I won’t translate it. 

I [OVSTAD. 

Put you promised 


Ph I RA. 

Yes; but then I hadn’t read it. I suppose you 
have not read it either? 

1 1 OVSTAD. 

No; you know I can’t read English; but 

• Pl'/l’K \. 

Exactly; and that’s why I wanted to tell you that 
)ou must find something else. | I'uttmg the hook 
on the tuhl c. ) This \m11 never do lor the Mcssen&tr, 

• 

Hovstyk 

Why not? 

PhIKX. 

because it flies in the face of all your convictions 
1I()\ ST AD 

Well, for that matter 


Pi'.TRA. 

You don’t understand me. It makes out that a 
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siipcrnatui al power looks after the so-called good 
people in this world, and turns everything to their 
advantage at last; while all the so called bad people 
arc punished. 

lloVsTAl). 

Yes, but that’s all right. That’s the very thing the 
public like. 

Petra. 

And would you supply the public with such stuff? 
You don’t believe a word of it yourself. You know 
well enough that things do not really happen like that. 

1 ION'S I’M). 

Of course not; but an editor can’t always do as he 
likes. He has often to hummii* people’s fancies in 
minor matters. After all, politics is the chief thing 
in life — at any rate for a newspaper; and if 1 want 
the people to follow' me along the path of emancipa- 
tion and progress, I mustn’t scare tfiern away. If 
they find a moral story like this down in the cellar, 1 
they arc all the more ready to take in what we tell 
them above — they feel themselves safer. 


Pi: i ii a. 

For shame! You’re not Mich a hypocrite as to 
set traps like that lor your readers. You’re not a 
spider. 

1 The lelucncc b to the continental fcuilkton at the foot of 
die page. 
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IIOVST \I). 

[Smiling . ] Thanks for your good opinion. It’s 
true that the idea is Hilling's, not mine. 

Petra. 

Mr. Hilling’s 1 

1 lovs'l AD. 

Yus, at least he was talking in that strain the other 
(lay. It was Hilling that was so anxious to get the 
story into the paper; I don’t even know the book. 


Petra. 

Put how can Mr. Hilling, with his advanced 
views 

1 IovnT \o. 

Well, Hilling is. many-sided. He's applying for the 
secietaryship to the 'Town Council, I hear. 

Pl.TKA. 

1 don’t believe that, Mr. liovstad. lluw could he 
descend to such a thing ? 

1 Iovstad. 

That you must ask him. 


Petra. 

I could never have thought it of Hilling ! 

1 Iovsiao. 

[Looking more closely at her .] No? Is it such 
a surprise to you ? 
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l'l.l'RA. 

Vls. Ami >el— perhaps not. Oh, I don’t know . 

1 1< iv.sr.\i>. 

Wu journalists a iv not worth much, Miss lYtia. 


l’hl'KA. 

l)o you really say that? 

IIoxs'i AO. 

I think so, now and then. 

Jh i k \. 

Vts, in the little <venday srpiahhlcs that I ran 
umlerstaml. Jhit now that you have taken up a great 
ran so 

1 I<>\ sl’\|>. 

You mean this uffaii of ^om fatlwVs? 

IYikx. 

Of com sc. I should think you must f< el yourself 
wouli moie than the gmual i u n ol people now. 

IIOVSTAU 

Yes, to-day 1 do feel something of the sort. 

IVi i;a. 

Yes, surely you must. Oh, it's a gloiious (urerr 
}ou have chosen I To he the pioneer of unrecognised 
truths and new and daring ways of thought ! even, 
il that were all, to stand forth fearlessly in support 
of an injured man 



A« i III ] J.V JCXhMY UF THU riWl'LE . 105 

I Fovstad. 

Especially when the injured man is — I hardly 
knuw how to pul it 

1*1*: ru \. 

You mean when lie is so upright and true? 
llovsr ad. 

[/// a Lnv voiiC. | I mean--- especially when he is 
your father. 

PkTRA. 

[ Sn(/ ( fi n V /iii'i'/i d//<ir/c ] 'That? 

1 f(lVSTM). 

Yes, 1‘etia Mi.^ lYtia. 

I*J 1 k \. 

So that is your chief thought, is it? Not the 
cause itself? iNot the truth? Not father's great, 
warm hcait ? 

IIOVSTM). 

Oh, that too, of course. 

Pi. IRA. 

No thank you ; you said too much that time, Mr. 
Hovstad. Now 1 shall never trust you again in 
anything. 
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H0\ STAD. 

(’an you he so hard on me because it’s mainly for 
your sake ? 

Pjtra. 

What I blame you for is that you have not acted 
straightforwaidly towards father. You have talked to 
him as if you eared only for the truth and the good of 
the communil). You have trilled with both father 
and me. You are not the man you pretended to be. 
And that I will never forgive you— never! 


1 1 OVb r a \>. 

You shouldn’t say that so bitterly, Miss Petra - 
least of all now. 

Pin K a. 

Why not now ? 

IIr>\ STAI). 

because your father cannot do without my help. 


Pm ka. 

[ Metis?/ ring j t i m from head to foot. | So you are 
capable of that, too? Oh, shame ! 


1 Iovstad. 

No, no. I spoke without thinking. You mustn’t 
believe that of me. 

Pi t it \. 


1 know what to believe, (iood-bye. 

[Aslakskn enters pom printing-room , hur- 
riedly and mysta ion sly. J 
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Asi.\kskn. 

What do you think, Mr. llovstad- [String Petra ] 
Ow, that’s awkward 

Petra. 

Well, there is the book. You must give it to 
some one else. 

[ Going l 070 nr ds the main door.] 
llOVSTAD. 

[ Foi/oiving her. ] Put, M i ss Petra 

Petra. 

( iood-byc. 

LA'/w^wj.] 

Ast.akskn. 

I say, Mr llovstad! 

Hovstad. 

Well well ; what is it? 

As LA K SEN. 

The burgomaster’s out there, in the printing-office. 
1 lovsTAD. 

The burgomaster? 

Asi.aksen. 

Yes. lie wants 1 o speak to you; he came in by 
the back way — he didn’t want to be seen, you 
understand. 



./.v a.\ /-.I/)' <>/• nu: rnon.K. |am hi. 


10S 


1 luvsi ad. 

What can be the meaning of this? Stop, 111 go 
myself- 

[6Vf loiiuvds the printing-room , opens the 
door , hoses, and invites the Uukcomas pick. 
to enter.] 

IIoV.sTM). 

Keep a look-out, Aslaksen, that no one — 
Asr.AKshN. 

I unders'and. 

[ Goes into the printing-? oomi] 

15uk< .oMAs'i i:k. 

You didn’t expect to see me here, Mr. Ilovstad. 
HoVVMT). 

No, I cannot say that I did. 

lll’lO.OM \ "i I K Is . 

( Looking about him. | You are \eiy comfoilably 
installed here — capital (juaiters. 

IIoVS'l AD. 

Oh 

IhrucoM \s rris. 

And here have 1 come, without with your leave or 
b> you i leave, to take tip your time 

IIOVM AD. 

You are very welcome, burgomaster ; I am at your 
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service. Let mu take your cap and stick. [He does 
so, it/ti/ /'itts them on a chair . J And won’t you Ik; 
seated ? 

IjUKCOMAsTHU. 

\ Sifting down fry the tafr/ei\ Thanks. | Hovstad 
at so sits fry the table .] I have been much— very much 
won icd to-day, Mr. Ilovslad. 

lloVs I'M). 

Really? Well, I sii[)pose with all your various 
duties, burgomaster 

blTROOM \S I I.U. 

It’s the Doctor that lias been causing me annoy- 
ance to-day. 

Hovstad. 

Indeed! The Doctor? 

lilMtC.OM ASTER. 

He has written a sort of memorandum to the 
Direct ors about some alleged shot loomings in the 
llaths. 

Hovstad. 

1 las he really ? 

bl T ROOM \sTER. 

Yes; hasn’t he told )Ou? I thought lie said 

Hovstad. 

Oh yes, by-thc bye, he did mention something 
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Astaksln. 

[ From the printing office . ] I’ve just < 'omc for the 
manuscript ( 

I lovsT \r>. 

( /// a tone oj vexation ] Oh! there 1 t is on the 
desk. ■* 

Ast.akmin. 

\J' hiding it . ) All right. 

wifr. 

\\ hy, that’s the very thing 

Asi.akskn. 

Yes, this is the Doctor’s ailicle, Buigomastler. 

IIoVM AD. 

Oh, is that u hat you were speaking of? 

• BURGOMASTER. 

Precisely. What do you think of it? 

i 

• i 

Ho VST AD. ' 

I have no technical knowledge of the matter, and 
I’ve only glanced through it. 

\ 

Burgomaster. 

And yet you are going to print it? 

II CASTA I). 

I can’t very well iefuse a signed communication 
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Ast.akskn. 

I have nothing to do with the editing of the paper, 
burgomaster 

Bl T Rl iOMAS’l ER. 

( )f course not. 

Asia km- n. 

I merely print what’s placed in my hands. 

1 BURGOMASTER. 

Quite right, quite right. 

Aslaksen. 

So I must 

[ Goes towards the printing-room^ 

Burgom vster. 

No, stop a moment, Mr. Aslaksen. With your 
permission, Mr. Hovstad 

1 Iovstad. 

By all means, .Burgomaster, 

Burgomaster. 

You are a discreet and thoughtful man, Mr. 
Aslaksen. 

Astaksen. 

I am glad you think so, Burgomaster. 

Burgomaster. 

And a man of very wide influence. 
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Am.xksiw. 

Well — chiefly among the lower middle elass. 

l>r room AVI I' k. 

The small tax payeis foim the majority — here as 
every w here. 

Am.akm.n. 

'That’s very true. 

llnu.oM ri’.u. 

And T have no douht that you know the general 
feeling among them. Am 1 light? 

Am.AKM-.N. 

Yes, I think I maj say that I do, burgomaster. 

11i;k<;om \s i kk. 

Well— since our townsfolk of the poorer class 
appear to be so heroically eager to make sacrifices 


I low so ? 


Asi.AkM-.isr. 


Huv.s'i AD. 

Sacrifices ? 

I’UKOOM \STFR. 

It is a pleasing evidence of public spirit — a most 
pleasing evidence. I admit it is more than I should 
quite have expected. Hut, of comse, you know 
public feeling better than I do. 
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Asl.vKM'N. 

Yus but, burgomaster 

I5lIKr.OM.\s’I f.r. 

And assuredly it is no small sanifice the town wil 
have to make. 

II'»Vi i \i>. 

'I'll*' tow n ? 


Amakm.n. 

Hilt I don't undiMsiund . It’s the baths ! 


Hurcom \stkr. 

At a rough provisional estimate, the alterations the 
Dot tor thinks desiiable will come to two or three 
bundled thousand ciowns. 

AsiaksFN. 

That’s a lot of money; but 


. • 1*1' ROOM \slT,R. 

Of course we shall be obliged to rahe a municipal 
loan 


I [ovstad 

[ Rising ] You surely can't m«\an that the town 


Astak^kn. 

Would you come upon the rates? Upon the 
scanty savings of tlu* lower middle-class? 


8 
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il’kCOM.Wn- R. 

Why, my dear -Mi. Aslaksen, where else are the 
funds to come* from ? 


Ast.vkmw. 

The proprietors of the I laths must see to that. 


IUtrcom W1T.K. 

The proprietors are not in a position to go to any 
further expense 

ASI.AKMCN. 

Aie you (juile sme of that, burgomaster ? 

Iii'Ki.nM vsi j:r. 

I have jiositive infuuuation. So if these extensive 
alterations are called for, the town itself will have to 
hear the cost. 


A^l. A KsEN. 

Oh, plague take it all— I hep your pardon! — blit 
this is quite another matter, Mr. llovstad. 

1 Io\ vr.\u 

Yes, it ceitainly is. 

IH’kC.O MASTER. 

The worst of it is, that we shall be obliged to close 
the establishment for a couple of years. 

I fowl* ad. 

To close it? Completely? 
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A SI \ K.^FN. 

For two years ! 

IiUKCOM X^TFR. 

Yes, the work will require that time — at least. 

Astaksfn. 

1 »ut, damn it all ! wo can’t stand that, Burgomaster. 
What are wo housi owners to live on in the 
meantime? 

Ur room \s i r.R. 

It’s extremely difficult to say, Mr. Aslnksen. But 
what would you have us do? Do )ou think a single 
visitor will come here if we go about making them 
fancy that the water is poisoned, that the place is 
pestilential, that the whole town 

Astaksf.n. 

And it’s all nothing but fancy? 

Bijkc;omastl:k. 

With the best will in the world, I have failed to 
convince myself that it is anything else. 


ASIAKsKN. 

In that case it’s simply inexcusable of Dr. Stock- 
mann — I beg your pardon, Burgomaster, but 

lJURC.OMASTFR. 

I’m sorry to say you are only speaking the ti nth, 
Mr. Aslaksen. Unfortunately, my brother has always 
been noted for his rashness. 
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Amaksi- 

And yet you want to luck him up in this, Mr. 
I lovstad ! 

I h>\ stad. 

lint wlio could possibly imagine that ? 

Hu ROOM \STKK. 

I have diawn up a short statement of the facts, as 
they appear fiom a sober-minded standpoint ; and 1 
have intimated that any drawbacks that may possibly 
c\isl ran no doubt be remedied by measures com- 
patible. with the finances of the baths. 

HnV^TAl). 

Have you the article with you, burgomaster? 

HURr.OM ASTKR. 

[ Feeling in his yW/vA.] Yes; I biought it with 
me, in case you 

Aslakskn. 

( Quickly. | Plague take it, there he is ! 

iiu ROOM AST EK. 

Who? My brother? 

1 1 0 VST AD. 

Where? where? 

Asi.akskn. 

He’s coming through the composing room. 
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1 1 LI ROOM AS 1 LK. 

Most unfortunate! 1 don’t want to meet him here, 
and ) et there are several things I want to talk to you 
about. 

1 To vs 1 Ah. 

[ Pointing to the door on the right (io in there for 
a moment. 

TUlROOMAbI hR. 

l)ut ? 

llovsr \i>. 

You’ll find nobody but Billing there. 

Asl.AKsl.N. 

Ouick, quick, Buigonuister y lie’s just coming. 
BuKOOMAS 1 KR. 

Very veil, then. But try to get rid ofhim quickly. 
[ ltc goes out by the door on the rights which 
Aslakskn opens, and doses behind him. ] 

1 loYSlAL). 

Brelend M be busy, Aslaksen. 

[t/e sits down and writes. Asi.aksi n turns 
over a heap of newspapers on a ehai / , 

a] 

1)r. Si oc' km ann. 

\ Entering from the composing-room lie re I am, 

back again. [/W/lr doion his hat and stick. J 



ns jXAXA.i/y of the riiori.E . [Acr in. 

IloWlAD. 

[//>/////;'.'] Already, Doctor? Make haste with 
what we weie speaking of, Aslakscn. We've no lime 
to lose to-day. 

Du. S i < u K.M \NN. 

[ To Amakm.n.] No pioof yet, I hear. 

Aslakm-.n. 

\ Without turning round . ] No; how could you 
expect it? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Of course not; but you understand my impatience. 

I can have no rest or peace until I see the thing in 
piint. 

IIuvsi AD. 

I Im ; it will take a good while yet. Don’t you think 
so, Aslaksen? 

Aslakskn. 

Tin aft aid it will. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

All right, all right, my good friends; then I shall 
look in again. Dll look in twice if necessary. With 
so much at stake— the welfare of the whole town — 
one mustn’t grudge a little trouble. \/s on the point 
of going, hut stops and conics hack. ] Oh, by the way— 
there’s one other thing I must speak to you about. 

lluVSTAl). 

Excuse inc ; wouldn’t some other time ? 
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Dr. Slue k MANN. 

I can tell you in two words. You see it’s this : 
when people read my cuticle in the paper to-morrow, 
and find I have spent the whole winter working 
quietly for the good of the town 

Hovstad. ' 

Yes but, Doctor 

Dr. Stockmann. 

1 know what you’re going to say. You don’t think 
it was a bit more than my duty- my simple duty as a 
citizen. Of course I know' that, as well as you do. 
13ut you see, my fellow townsmen — good Lord! the 
poor souls think so much of me 

Abl.AK.SliN. 

Yes, the townspeople have hitherto thought very 
highly of you, Doctor. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

That’s exactly why I’m afiaid that—. What I 
wanted to say was this : when all this comes to them 
— especially to the poorer classes —as a summons to 
take the aflairs of the town into their own hands for 
the future 

IIovstao. 

| Rising.] Ilm, Doctor, I won’t Conceal from 
you 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Aha! I thought there was something brewing! 
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J hit I wont hear of it. If they aie gelling up any- 
thing of that suit 

1 lo\ N i \i». 

Of what .sol t ? 


J)R. SlutkMVNN. 

Will, an) thing of any suit— a piotession with 
banners, or a banquet, or a subsciiption fur a testi- 
monial, or whalevei it ma\ be — you must gi\e me 
your solemn promise to put a stop to it. Anti you 
too, Mr. Aslaksen ; do you hear? 

iloVsl \I). 

K\( use me, Doetoi ; we may as well toll you the 
whole 1 1 utli hist as last - - 

[Mk\ Slot K M A N X C/l/i /’* ft out f/u A It /x’, It Jt. J 

]\Ik>. Sint k\l\NN, 

[ Seeing the Doc i ok.] Ah! jiM as I thought! 

1 1 1 >Vs I A I >. 

[ Gain" towards //cv\] Mis. Stockmann, too? 

|)K. Srn('KM\NN. 

What the de\il do jou want Iieie, Katiina? 

Ml<s. Slut k MANN. 

Vou know' veiy well w fial 1 want. 

1 Iowi All. 

Won’t you sit down? Or perhaps 
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MRS. S lOCk MANN'. 

Thanks; please don’t tumble. And you must 
forgive my following my husbaiul here; remember, ] 
am the mothei of three children. 

1)R. Si OCR MANN. 

Stuff and nonsense! We all know that well 
enough. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Well, it doesn’t look as if you thought very much 
about your wife and children to-day, or you wouldn’t 
he so leady to plunge us all into min. 

Dr. Si uc km ann. 

Aie you (jiiite mad, Katrina! Has a man with a 
wile and children no right to proclaim the truth? 
Has Ik; no right to he an active and useful citi/cn? 
Has he no light to. do his duty hy the town lie lives 
in ? 

Mrs. SmikMVNN. 

I'.vu) thing in modulation, Thomas! 

Asiakm.x. 

1 hat’s ju -l what 1 say. Modulation in everything. 

Mrs. SiOCKMANN. 

You are doing us a great wrong, Mr. llovstad, in 
enticing my husband away from house and home, and 
befooling him in this way. 

Ho VS TAD. 

1 am not befooling any one 
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Dr. Stockmann. 

befooling Do ) oil think I should let myself he 
befooled? 

Mr-. Sloe K M ANN. 

Yes, that’s just what you do. I know very well 
that >ou are the cleverest man in the town; hut 
)oifre very easily made a fool of, Thomas. | To 
Ho\M Ai).j Remember that he loses his post at the 
Paths if you print what he has written 


What ! 


Aslakskn. 

Hovstap. 


Well now, really, Doctor 


Dr. Stockmann. 

[Laughing.] I la ha! just lejL them try — ! No 
no, my dear, they’ll think twice about that. I have 
the compact majority behind me, you see ! 


Mrs. Stockmann. 

That’s just the misfortune, that you should have 
such a horrid thing behind you. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

Nonsense, Katrina; — you go home and look after 
your house? and let me take care of society. How 
can you be in such a fright when you see me so 
confident and happy? | Rubbing his hands and 
walking up and down.] Truth and the People must 
win the day; you may be perfectly sure of that. Oh! 
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I can set: all our free-soulcd citi/cns standing 

shoulder to shoulder like a conquering army ! 

{Stopping by a chair. J Why — what the devil is that? 

Aslaksen. 

[Looking at it.] Oh Lord! 

I [OV.S TAD. 

[ The same.] Ilm — 

Or. Stockmann. 

Why, here’s the top knot of authority ! 

\lle takes the Bu room aster’s official cap 
carefully between the tips of his finders and 
holds it up.] 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

The Burgomaster’s cap! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

And here’s the staff of office, too ! But how in the 
devil’s name did they ? 

Hovstad. 

Well then 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Ah, I understand! lie has been here to talk you 
over. 11a ha ! He reckoned without his host that 
time! And when he caught sight of me in the 

( irinting-room — \Bursls out laughing] — he took to his 
lecls, ch, Mr. Aslaksen ? 
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Am.xkskn. 

\ flurried/)'.] Exactly; lie took lo 1 1 is heels, 
Doctor. 

I >K. SlOC KM V N N . 

Made off without his stick and — . No, that 
won’t do! Peter never left ail) thing behind him. 
Hut where the devil have you stowed him ? Ah — in 
here, of course. Now you shall see, Katrina! 

Mrs. Sint km \nn. 

Thomas— I implore: you — ! 

Am.\km n. 

'l ake erne, Doetoi ! 

[Dk. Sloe km ANN has /"it on the Hrkou- 
jMA.si j.r’s cap and yi a sped his stick; he 
now goes up to the door, throws it open, 
and makes a military salute. J 
f The Huroomasj lr enters, red with anger. 
J behind him comes Hilling. J 


l>u i« .omas-j kk. 

W hat is the meaning of these antics? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Respect, my good Peter ! Now, it’s 1 that am in 
power in this town. 

[f/e struts up and down. ] 

Mrs S'iockmann.* 

[// ' most in tears.] Oh, Thomas ! 
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Hu room \s m<. 

\l : t>Powin« him.} (ii\e nu; my cap and stick ! 

Dr. Siockmxnn. 

[As bcfm\\ You may Ik* Chief of Police, hut I 
am burgomaster. I am master of the whole town, I 
tell you f 

llURO 'M \SITR. 

Put clown my rap, I say. Remember it is an 
official cap, as by law prescribed ! 

Dr. Stoc kmann. 

Pshaw! Do you think the awakening lion of the 
demonacy will lei itself be scared by a gold-laced cap? 
There's to be a revolution in the town to-morrow, let 
me tell you. You threatened me with dismissal ; blit 
now / disnrss you — -dismiss you from all your offices 
of trust---. \ou think 1 can’t do it? — Oh yes, I can ! 
1 have the inesistible forces of society on my side. 
Ilovstnd and Hilling will thunder in the People's 
Messenger, and As'aksen will take the field at the 
head of the whole House-owners* Association 

Asi \kskn. 

No, Doc tor, 1 shall not. 

Dr. S iockmann. 

Why, of coin se you will 

HUROOMAS I MR. 

Aha! Pei haps Mr. Ilovstnd would like to join the 
agitation alter all ? 
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IIowrAD. 

No, burgomaster. 

Aslaksi- n. 

No, Mr. ITovstnd Isn’t such a fo« >1 as to ruin both 
himself and the paper for the sake of a delusion. 

Du. Stock u \xn. 

\Looking about him. | What does all this mean? 

I [o VST AD. 

You have presented your case in a false light, 
Doctor; theiclore I am unable to give you my 
support. 

Hilling. 

And after what the Hurgomaster has been so kind 
as to explain to me, I 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Tn a false light ! Well, I am responsible for that. 
Just you print my article, and I promise you I shall 
prove it up to the hilt. 

Hovstxd. 

T shall not print it. I cannot, and will not, and 
dare not print it. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

You dare not ? What nonsense is this ? You are 
editor; and I suppose it’s the editor that controls a 
paper. 
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Astaksfn. 

No, it’s the subscribers, Doc tor. 

Uurc.om \^ i ku. 

Fortunately. 

.V l.XKSKN. 

It\ public opinion, the enlightened majority, the 
house-owners and all the rest. It's they who control 
a paper. 

I)k. Stoi kmann. 

| Calmly.] And nU these powers T have against 
me? 

Asl.XkSlN. 

Ves, you have. It would mean absolute ruin for 
the town if your article were inserted. 

1>K. SlOCKMXNN. 

So th at’s the way of it ! 

IjOROOMAS I fr. 

My hat and stick ! 

1)r. Stockmann. 

f Takes off Ike cap and lays if on the table along with 
the stick. ] 

JiURC.OM \STF.R. 

[ Taking them hot hi] Your term of office has come 

to an untimely end. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

The end is not yet. \To IIovstad.] So you aie 
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quite determined not to print my paper in the 

Messenger / 

I Io\ sr.\i>. 

Ouite; for the sake of your family, if for no other 
reason. 

AT US. S 1 OC K MANN. 

Oh, he kind enough to leave his family out of the 
question, Mr. Ilovstad. 

lil ROOMAsri- it. 

[Takes a manuscript /torn his pocket. ] When this 
appears, the public will be in possession of all 
necessary information; it is an authentic statement. 1 
p'aee it in your hands. 

I loVSTAD. 

[Taking the MS . J (Tood. It- shall appear in due 
course. 

Dr. Stoc kmann. 

And not mine! You imagine you can kill me and 
the truth by a conspiracy of silent e! but it won’t be 
so easy as you think. Air. Aslaksen, will you be 
good enough to print my article at oiue, as a 
pamphlet? I’ll pay for it myself, and be my own 
publisher. I’ll have four hundred copies — no, five — 
six hundred. 

Aslaksen. 

No. If you offered me its weight in gold, I dare 
not lend my press to such a purpose, Doctor. I 
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daren't fly in the face of public opinion. You won’t 
^cl it printed anywhere in the whole town. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

r rhen give it me back. 

IIovstad. 

\ /landing fiim the J/.S*.] By all means. 

I)i\ Stockmann. 

| daking up hit hat and cane. ] It shall be made 
public all the same. I shall read it at a great mass 
meeting; all my fellow-citizens shall hear the voice of 
truth! 

TiURC.OMASTKR. 

Not a single society in the town would let you their 
hall for such a purpose. 


Aslaksfn. 

Not one, I’m quite certain. 

Billing. 

No, strike me dead if they would ! 


Mrs. Stockmann. 

That would be too disgraceful ! Why do they turn 
against you like this, every one of them? 


Dr. Stockmann. 

[Irritated. \ I’ll tell you why. It’s because in this 
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lowu all the men are old wmiirn like >ou. 'They 
all think of nothing hut their families, nut of the 
general good. 

Mrs. Sj’oc’km\n\. 

| Tukin* his arm. | 'Then i 11 show them that an — 
an old woman can he a man, for nine in a way. Kor 
now I’ll stand by you, Thomas! 

J)k. SmcKMVNN. 

bravely said, Katiina! I swear by my soul and 
conscience the truth shall out ! If they won't let me 
a hall, I’ll hire a cliuin and marc h thiough the town 
with it; and I II read my paper at eveiy street cornel. 

llUKC.OMAbJLK. 

You can seared} he such a ra\ing lunatic as that? 


J am. 


Dr. S ioc km axx. 


Asmksi .v. 

You would not get a single- man in the whole town 
to go with you. 

JilM.IKC. 

No, strike me dead if you would ! 


Mrs. S’ICX KM \NN. 

Don’t give in, Thomas. I’ll ask the boys to go 
with you. 

Dr. Si ock mann. 

That’s a splendid idea ! 
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Mrs. S ruck mann. 

Morten will he delighted ; and ftilif will go too, T 
daresay. 

Dr. S'Iockm \nn. 

Yes, and so will Petra ! And you yourself, 
Katrina ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

No no, not J. 13ut I’ll stand at the window and 
watt'h you - -that I will. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

\7ln owing //is' antis about her ami kissing her. | 
Thank you for that ! Now, my good sirs, we’re ready 
for the fight ! Now we shall see whether your 
despicable ladies can stop the mouth of the patriot 
who wants to purge society ! 

| He ami his wife go out together by the door in 
the back , left. J 

JUtkc.om \stkr. 

( Shaking his •head dubiously. | Now he has turned 
her head too! 
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ACT FOURTH. 

A h trge old-fashioned room in Captain IIorstee’s 
house. An open folding door in I he background 
leads to an anteroom . In the vv all on the lejt 
are three windows. About the middle of the 
opposite wall is a platform , and on it a small 
table ; two candles , a water-bottle and glass, and a 
bell bor the res l the room i s lighted by sconces 
placed bchoecn the windows . In front , on the left , 
A <7 with a candle on it \ and by it a chair. 

Jn front , to the rights a . door t and near it a Jew 
chairs. 

[ Large assemblage of all classes of townsfolk. In the 
crowd arc a few women and schoolboys. More 
and more people gradually stream in from the back 
until the room is quite full] 

First Citizen. 

[To another standing near him.] So you’re here 

too, La m stud ? 

Second Citizen. 

I never miss a public meeting. 

A Bystander. 

I suppose you’ve brought your whistle ? 
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SECOND CITIZEN. 

Of course I have; haven’t you? 

Tiiikh Citizen. 

I should think so. And Skipper Evensen said he’d 
bring a thumping big horn. 

Si* CONI) ClTl/EN. 

lies a good ’un, is Evensen ! 

{Laughter in the group. ] 

A Fourth Ciiizrn. 

f Joining them.] I say, what’s it all about? What’s 
going on here to-night? 

Second Citizen. 

Why, it’s l)r. Stockmann that’s going to lecture 
against the burgomaster. 

Fourth Citizen. 

Hut the Burgomaster’s his brother. 

First Citizen. 

That makes no difference. Dr. Stockmann’s not 
afraiu of him. 

Third Citizen. 

But he’s all wrong; the People's Messenger says so. 

Second Citizen. 

Yes, he must be wrong this time ; for neither the 
House-owners’ Association nor the Citizens’ Club 
would let him have a hall. 



.IX EXE At r OF THE PEOPLE. [Acr IV. 


KU 


First Citizen. 

They wouldn’t even lend him the hall at the Baths. 
Second C iti/kn. 

No, you may he sure they wouldn’t. 

A Man. 

\/„ another group. ] Now, who’s the one to follow 
in this business, eh ? 

Another Man. 

\In the same group.] Just keep your eye on 
Aslaksen, and do as he does. 

Bn.i.ixo. 

[ IVith a writing-case under his arm , makes his way 
t /it ough the ctowd. ] Excuse me, gentlemen. Will 
you allow me to pass? I’m here to report for the 
Peoples Messenger. Many thanks. 

[Sits by the table on the lefti] 

A Wokmnom \n. ' 

Who’s he? 


ANOTHER WoRKIN(’i-M \ N. 

Don’t you know him? It’s that fellow Billing, that 
writes for Aslaksen’s paper. 

[(’attain Hokster enters by the door in 
Jront on the right \ esco/ting Mrs. Stock- 
mann and Bi-.tra. Eilif and Morten 
follow them.] 
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H< -ks n-.k. 

This is where [ thought )ou mij'ht sit; you can so 
easily slip out if any thing should happen. 

Mks. Skkkmwv. 

Do you think there will be any disturbance? 

I I OKS I KK. 

One can never tell with such a crowd. J Jut 
theie’s no occasion for anxiety. 

Mrs. S iockm \n,n. 

| Sitting dawn, ] Ilow kind it was of you to offer 
Stockmann this loom. 

IIoRs n.K. 

Since no one else would, \ 

Pi. I KA. 

[ / / 7/o //its' it/ \o uMlcd herself. \ And it was brave 
too, Captain Horsier. 

lloksJKR. 

Oh, I dv.n’L <ee where the bravery comes in. 

| llovsrxn and Ast, \ enter at the same 
moment , t >nt make t/ieir way through the 
cron 7/ separately. J 

Ast.aksf.n. 

[doing up to I r«)Rs‘i j. k.J Hasn’t the I )octor come 
yet ? 
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IIoKsrv.K. 

He’s waiting in there. 

[A movement at the door in the background.} 
I lOVSTAl). 

[ To lin.MNc;.] Theie’s the burgomaster ! Look 


bll.UNO. 

Yes, strike me dead if he hasn’t put in an 
appearance after all ! 

[Hvruomami.u Skkkm\nn makes his way 
blandly tlirou&h the meeting , bowing politely 
to both sines, and takes his stand by the 
wall on the left. Scon afterwards, Dr. 
Stockmann enters by the door on the 
right. Jfe wears a black frock-coat and 
white necktie. Faint applause, met by a 
subdued hissing. Then silence. ] 

Hk. Stockmann. 

[ In a low tone. J Ilow do you feel, Katrina ? 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Quite comfortable, thank you. [/// a low voice.} 
Now do keep )our temper, Thomas. 

Dk.'S JOCK.U ANN. 

Oh, I shall keep myself well in hand, f Looks at 
his watch , ascends the platform, and bows.} It’s a 

quarter past the hour, so 1 shall begin 

[Takes out fits JAS.j 
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AsLAKSEN. 

But sui el y a chairman must be elected first. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

No ; that’s not at all necessary. 

Several Gentlkm ln. 

[ Shouting. ] Yes, yes. 

Burgomaster. 

I should certainly say that a chairman ought to be 
elected. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Hut I’ve called this meeting to give a lecture, 
Peter ! 

BURGOMASTER. 

Dr. Stockmann’s lecture may possibly lead to 
differences of opinion. 

Sever \l Voices in the Crowd. 

A chairman ! a chairman ! 

I lOVSTAJ) 

The general \oice of the meeting seems to be for a 
chaii man ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

{Controlling him set/.] Very well then ; let the 

meeting have its way. 

Aslakskn. 

Will not the Burgomaster take the chair? 
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I'M K hK (il \ I I.I.MKN. 

[ C/< i fifing . ] 1 5 r; i v( ) ! 1 1 r a vo ! 

lluur.ovr witr. 

for reasons you will easily undei stand, I must 
decline. Hut, fortunately, we have among us one 
whom I think we can all accept,. I allude to the 
president of the House owners’ Association, Mr. 
A si ids sen. 

M \xy Vom s. 

Yes, )es! I»ru\o, Aslaksen ! TIunah for 
A si a k sen ! 

[ Dk. Si 0( kmann takes //is MS. and descends 
from the platform. \ 

Asi,\ksi\. 

Since my fellow citizens rcpnsg this trust in me, 1 
cannot refuse 

| . ifip/an \e and chce/ s. Asi, \ksj:x a seen it. \ 
the p! at jot m. ] 

11 II, I.IXO. 

[ Uniting | So-— ‘‘Mr. Aslaksen was elu-ted bv 
a< elamation — ” 

Asi.ak.si-.n. 

And now*, as I have been called to the chair, I take 
the liberty of saying a few brief words. I am a (juiel, 
peace-loving man ; I am in favour of discreet modera- 
tion, and of — and of moderate discretion. Every 
one who knows me, knows that. 
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Many Voices. 

Yes, yes, Asl.ikscn ! 

Abl.VkSKN. 

1 have leai lit in tin school of life and of experience 
that moderation is tlm virtue in which the individual 
citizen finds his best advantage 

Jit’ ROOM ASTT.R. 

Hear, hear! 

Aslakskx. 

and it is discretion and model al um, too, that 

best serve the community. I would therefore suggest 
to our respected fellow-citizen, who has called this 
meeting, that he should endeavour to keep within the 
bounds of moderation. 


A M \n. 

” [ Hy the door. | Thiee cheers for the Temperance 
Six lely ! 

A Voice. 

( to to the dev il ! 

Voices. 

1 lu.,h ! hush ! 

Asi.vkskn. 

No interruptions, gentlemen ! —Docs any one wish 
to offer any observations ? 

l.URGOMAS LER. 


Mr. Chairman ! 
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A scar sen. 

Burgomaster Stockmann will address the meeting. 

lilTRCiOM ASTER. 

On account of my close relationship — of which you 
are probably awaie- to the present medical officer of 
the Baths, I should have preferred not to speak here 
this evening. But my position as chairman of the 
Baths, and my care for the vital interests of this 
town, force me to move a resolution. I may 
doubtless assume that not a single citizen here 
present thinks it desirable that untrustworthy and 
exaggerated statements should get abroad as to the 
sanitary condition of the Baths and of our town. 

Many Voices. 

No, no, no ! Certainly not ! We protest ! 

Bu ROOM ASTER. * 

I therefore beg to move, “That this meeting 
declines to hear the proposed lecture or speech on 
the subject by the medical officer of the Baths.” 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[Flaring ///.] Declines to hear • -! What do 
you mean ? 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

[ Coughing. ] 11m! hm ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[ Controlling himself i\ So I am not to be heard ? 
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lit ' K( iUM AS I J .R. 

In my statement in the People's Messenger I have 
made the public acquainted with the essential facts, 
so tliiit all well-disposed citizens can easily form their 
own judgment, loom that statement it will be seen 
that the medical officer’s proposal — besides amounting 
to a vole of censure upon the leading men of the 
town — at bottom only means saddling the ratepayers 
with an unnecessary outlay of at least a hundred 
thousand crowns. 

[Sound* of 'protest and some hissing | 
AsLXKSI-.N. 

[ Ringing Hie bell.\ Order, gentlemen! T must 
beg leave to support the Burgomasters resolution. I 
quite agree with him that there is something beneath 
the surface of the Doctor’s agitation. In all his talk 
about the baths, it is really a revolution lie is aiming 
at ; lie wants to effect a redistribution of power. No 
one doubts the excellence of Dr. Stockmann’s in- 
tentions — of course theie cannot lie two opinions as 
to that. I, too, am in favour of self-government by 
the people, if only it doesn’t cost the ratepayers too 
much. But in this case it would do so; and 
therefore I’ll be hanged if — excuse me — in short, I 
can net go with Dr. Stockmann upon this occasion. 
You can buy even gold too dear ; that’s my opinion. 

[Loud applause on all sides. \ 

Hovstad. 

I, too, feel bound to explain my attitude. Dr. 
Stockmann’s agitation seemed at first to find favour in 
several quarters, and I supported it as impartially as I 
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could. llut it presently appealed that we had been 
misled by a false leprosenlalion of the facts 

- I)u. SlOCkMANN. 

False ! 


IIOVSTXI). 

Well then, an untrustworthy representation. This 
the Hurgomaster’s report has proved. I trust no one 
heie present doubts my liberal principles ; the attitude 
of the Mt'wnger on all great political questions is well 
known to you all. Uul l have learned from men of 
judgment and experience that in purely local mattcis 
a paper must observe a certain amount of caution 

Asl\kskn. 

I entirely agree with the speaker. 

I lOVSTAI). 

And in the matter under discussion it is quite 
evident that Dr. Stockmann has public opinion 
against him. Hut, gentlemen, what is an editors 
clearest and most imperative duty? Is it not to work 
in harmony with his readers? Has he not in some 
sort received a tacit mandate to further assiduously 
and unwcariedly the interests of his constituents ? Or 
am I mistaken in this? 

Mann Voices. 

No, no no ! Hovslad is right ! 

Hovstad. 

It has cost me a bitter struggle to break with a man 
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*in whose house I have of late been a fiei|iienl guest 
with a man who, up to this day, has enjoyed the 
unqualified goodwill of his fellow liti/ens— -with a man 
whose only, or, at any rate, whose < hief fault is that 
he consults his heait ladu r than his head. 


A I IAV SCVI I'ERlOli \ ()HI'S. 
Th.ifs true 1 Iluiiah lor Dr. Stockmann ! 


IIn\ ' i \n 

JUit my duty towanls tin community has con- 
stiained me to bicak with him. Then, too, there is 
another t.onsideralum that impels me to oppose him, 
and, if possible, to bar the ill omened path upon 
w lii < h he is entering : consideiation foi his family 


Du. Skxkmvnn. 

Keep to the water-woiks and sewers! 

1 lo\ sTA 1 >. 

■ - consideration lor his wife and his unprotected 1 
children. 

Mokitn. 

Is that us, mothei ? 

Mrs. Sl‘0„ l\ MANN'. 

Hush! 

Am.vkm-.n. 

1 will now' put the burgomaster’s resolution to the 
vote. 


1 Liteially, “ unjuowdcd-lor. 
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Dk. Stockmann. 

You need not. I have no intention of saying 
anything this evening of all the filth at the Laths. 
No ! You shall hear something quite different. 

Lurgomasthr. 

[//at/ aloud.] What next, I wondei ? 

A Drunken Man. 

\ At the main entrance . | I’m a ratepayer, so I’ve a 
right to my opinion ! And it’s my full, firm, in 
comprehensible opinion that 

Several Voices. 

Silence up there ! 


Others. . 

lie’s drunk ! Turn him out ! 

[ 'the drunken man is turned out . ] 

Dr. Stockmann. * 

Can I speak? 

Aslaksi-n. 

[Aing/ng the bell . ] Dr. Stockmann will address the 
meeting. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

A few days ago, I should have liked to see any one 
venture upon such an attempt to gag me as has been 
made here to-night ! I would have fought like a lion 
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(or my sacred lights ' but now I rare lilllr enough ; 
for now I have more impoitant tilings to spruit of. 

| 7 he /'( Of h’ uoi i •(! clo ser round him. \ I o k i i n 
Kim, comes in sight a mon* the hwfandn | 

1 )k. SlM( KM \ N i\. 

| Con/in ni/.g | T have hern pondering a i;ieat many 
things dminj; these last days — thinking such a 
multitude o! thoughts, that at last my hrad was 
positive b in a wlm 1 

bl'Ut.O \1 \S IKR. 

| Con* /tin*. | ll.n ! 

I )u. S 1 o( K \i\nv. 

!>ut presently things seemed to straighten them- 
selves out, and ( saw thrill dearly in all their beatings. 
That is why I stand here this evening. I am about 
to make threat revelations, my fellow riti/ens ! Iam 
^oin^ to announce to you a far-reaching discovery, 
beside which the trilling fart that our water- works are 
poisoned, and that our health -lesort is luidt on 
[H'stik ntial giound, sink-* into insignificance. 

M\\\ Vole is. 

| ^hontinv' ] Don’t speak about tin; baths! We 
won’t h’sten to that ! No moir of that ! 

Du. Stockmann. 

I ha\ e said L would speak of the great discovery I 
have made within the last few days the disco veiy 
that all our sources of spiiitual life are poisoned, and 
that our whole sie : ely re ts ujion a pestilential basis 
of falsehood. 

TO 
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ShVKKXL VuiCIS. 

| Fn astonishment and half aloud J What’s he 
saying? 

IjURGOMA" I I' K. 

Such an insinuation ! 

AsLAkSLN. 

[U7lh his hand on the hel/.\ I must call upon the 
speaker to mode! ate his expressions. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

I have loved my native town as dearly as any man 
('an love the home of his childhood. 1 was young 
when I left our town, and distance, home sickness, 
and memory threw, as it were, a glamour over the 
place and its people. 

[ Some applause and cries of approval.] 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Then for years l was imprisoned in a horrible hole, 
far away in the north. As I went about among the 
people scattered here and there over the stony 
wilderness, it seemed to me, many a time, that 
it would have been better for these poor famishing 
creatures to have had a cattle-doctor to attend them, 
instead of a man like me. 

[ Murmurs in the room | 

Hilling. 

[Laying down his fen . ] Strike me dead if I’ve 
ever heard ! 
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I lo\ sr \d. 

What an insult to ail estimable peasantry! 

1)U. S'J Or KM AN NT. 

\\ r ait a moment ! - — ! don’t think any one ran 
lvpioarh nu* with foi getting my native town up then*. 
1 sat Blooding like an eider-duck, and what [ hatched 
was the plan of the Baths. 

yApJ'hvtu' and c.xf trsnons of distent , J 

Du. STtK K \l \NM. 

And when, at last, fate ordered things so happily 
that 1 could come home again then, fellow-citi/ens, 
it seemed to me that 1 hadn’t anothci desire in the 
world. Yes, one desire 1 had : an eager, constant, 
Burning desire to Be of service to my Birthplace, anil 
to its people. 

Buroomasikk. 

[ Gating info vacancy .] A stiange method to 
select ! 

9 Du. Stock m a nn. 

So 1 went aBout revelling in my haj>py illusions. 
But yesterday morning — no, it was really two nights 
ago - my mind’s eyes were opened wide, and the 
first thing I saw was the colossal stupidity of the 
authorities 

lyYtf/w, cries, and laughter. M us. Stockmann 
coughs tcpeafcdly . | 

Bjruomastf.r. 


Mr. Chairman ! 
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AsE\kM’,N. 

[A 'inging his bell. | In \iitue of my position ! 

Dr. S'inrkM vnn. 

It’s petty to ral< h me up on a word, Mr. Aslaksen! 
I only mean that I became alive to the extraordinary 
muddle our leading nu n had been guilty of, down at 
the Paths. I cannot for tin* life 1 of me abide leading 
men-- I've seen enough of them in my time. They 
are like goats in a young plantation : they do harm at 
every [joint ; they block the path of a free man 
wherever he turns — and I should be glad if we could 

exterminate them like other noxious animals 

{Up roar in the room.] 

Ill KOOM.WFKR. 

Mr. Chairman, are such expressions permissible? 

Asi.xkm n. 

[ With his hand on the hell ] Doctor Stock- 
mann — ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

I can’t conceive how it is that \ have only now 
seen through these gentry ; for haven’t T had a 
magnificent example before my eyes here every day — 
my brother Peter — slow of undei standing, tenacious 
in prejudice 

[Laughter, noise , and whistling. Mrs. 
Sto< kmann coughs. Asi.ak.skn rings 
violently.] 

The Drunken Man. 

[ Who has come in again.] Is it me you’re alluding 
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to? Sure enough, my name’s lVtcrsui ; but de\il 
take me if — 


Anc.ry You i-.n. 

Out with that diunken man ! Turn him out ! 
1 7 he man is again turned out. J 

J5UKC.OMA.MKR. 

Who is that person ? 

A IJVMANDLR. 

I don’t know him, IJurgomastci 

Anuiiiku. 

1 To doesn’t belong to the town 
A Third. 

I believe he’s a limber-dealer fium 

| The rest is inaudible \ 


, AslAksKN. 

'The man was evidently intoxicated. --Continue, 
Dr. Stockmann*; but pray endeavour to be moderate. 1 

Dr. Sioc km ynn. 

Well, fellow citizens, 1 shall say no more about our 
leading men. If any one imagines, fiom what I have 
just said, that it’s these gentlemen l want to make 
short work of to-night, he is mistaken altogether 
mistaken. For I cherish the comfortable conviction 
that these laggards, these relics of a decaying order of 
thought, are diligently cutting their own thioats. 
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'I hey need no doctor to hasten their end. And it is 
not people of that soit that < onstitute the real iLmger 
to society; it is not they who aie most n< tive in 
poisoning the sources of our spiiitual life ainl making 
a plague-spot of the ground bene ath our feet ; it is 
not they who are the most dangerous enemies of 
truth and freedom in om so< letv. 

CKIFS FROM ALL ML) I S. 

Who, then? Who is it? Name, name! 

1 >r. S I t.)CKM \NN. 

Ves, )ou may be sme I shall name them ! For 
this is the great discovery 1 made jesteiday : | In a 

louder lone . J The most dangerous loc to 1 1 nth and 
Ircedum in our midst is the compact majority. Ves, 
it’s the confounded, compact, liberal majority —that, 
and nothing else ! There, I’ve told you. 

[Immense disturbance in the room. Most of 
the audience <trc shouting, stamping, and 
70 /iisfting. Seir/al elderly gentlemen ex- 
change furtive glances ant seem to be 
enji tying the s cenc. Mrs. Sj ot km \n t n 

rises in alarm. Kiu f • and Mokticn 

advance threatening f y towards the school- 
boys , 7 oho are male mg noises. Aslakskn 
rings the bell and calls for aider. Ilov- 
si \!) and Filling both speak, hut nothing 
can he heard. At last quiet is restored. | 

Am \ksln. 

I must request the speaker to withdraw his 
ill-considered exptessiuns. 
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I )R. Slot KM ANN. 

Never, Mr. Aslakscn ! l'or it’s this veiy majoiity 
that rubs me of my freedom, and wants to forbid me 
to speak the truth. 

IIovst\i>. 

r I lie majority always has light on its side. 

liiu.iNu 

Yes, and truth too, strike me dead! 

1 >U. Situ KMANN. 

The majoiity never has light on its side. Never, I 
say ! 'I hat is one of the burial lies that a free, 
thinking man is bound to rebel against. Who make 
up the majoiity in any given country? Is it the wise, 
men or the fools? I think we must agree that the 
fools are in a tumble, overwhelming majority, all the 
wide world over. Ihit how in the devil’s name can it 
ever be right for the fools to rule over the wise men ? 

| Up) oar ami yells. ] 

I)K. S'l OCKMANN. 

Yes yes, you* ran shout me down, but you cannot 
gaimr.y me. The majority has might- -unhappily* — 
but right it has not. It is I, and the few, the 
individuals, that are in the tight. The minority is 
always light. 

\Rcnavcd uproar. \ 

IIovsiAD. 

I la ha! Dr. Stockmann has turned aristoaat 
since the day before yesterday ! 
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1 ) K. Sun k MAW. 

I have said that I have no words to waste on tlic 
little, narrow ( hustl'd, shoit winded crew that lie in 
our wake. Pulsating life has nothing more to do 
with thrin. I am speaking of the few, the indi\ iduals 
among us, who have made all the new, germinating 
truths their own. These men stand, as it weie, at 
the outposts, so lar in the van that the compart 
majority has not yet leached them - and there they 
light for truths that an* too lately horn into the 
world’s consciousness to have won over the majority. 

I IuVn 1 \|>. 

So the Doctor's .1 revolutionist now! 

1 >K. Si DC KM \N\. 

Yes, by Heaven, 1 am, Mr. Ilovstad! I am going 
to revolt against the lie that truth belongs exclusively 
to the majority. W hat soit of truths do the majoiity 
rally round ? Truths so stricken in )cars that they are 
sinking into decrepitude W hen a truth is so old as 
that, gentlemen, it’s in a fair way to become a lie. 

\Lau"liter and jeers, ] 

1 )K. Slo( KM V \ \ 

Yes yes, jou may believe me or not, as >ou phase; 
but truths are by no means the wiry Mcthusalchs 
some people think tlu m. A normally-constituted 
truth lives — let us say as a Hile, seventeen or 
eighteen \eais; at the outside twenty; very seldom 
more. And truths so patiiaichal as that are always 
shockingly emaciated ; yet it’s not till then that the 
mnjority takes them up and recommends them to 
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sot iety ai wholesome food. 1 ran assure you there’s 
not intuit nutiiment in that soil of fau, : \ou may 
l ku my word as a dot lor for that. All these 
majoiity tiuths are like last yeai’s salt pork; thiyhe 
like rancid, mouldy ham, pioducing all the motal 
scurvy that devastates society. 

Asl.NKsKN. 

It seems to me that the honourable speaker is 
wandering rather far from the subject. 


lb kooai \sTkk. 

I beg to endoise the Chairman's reniaik. 

I)k. SlOtkMWN. 

Why you’ie study mad, Peter! I'm keeping as 
closely to my text as 1 possibly can : for my text is 
precisely tin-. that the masses, the majoiity, this 
devilVown compact majoiity — it’s that, I say, that’s 
poisoning the sutures of our spiritual life, and making 
a plague-spot *)f the giound beneath our feet. 

• IIo\sr.\i> 

And you make this charge against the great, 
independent majopty, just because they have the 
sense to ac< cpt only < * Main and at kmuvledged truths? * 

1)K. Is 1 IK KM ANN 

All, my dear Mr. Ilovstad, don’t talk about ceitain 
truths! The tiuths acknowledged by the masses, the 
multitude, were ceM dn tiuths to the vanguard in our 
giandfatheis* days. We, tlie vanguard of to day, 
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don’t acknowledge them any longer; and I don’t 
hclie\e there exists any other coi tain truth hut this - 
that no society can live a healthy life upon truths so 
old and mai rowless. 

I lot vi a i>. 

] >nt instead of all this \ague talk, suppose you were 
to give us some specimen* of these old manowless 
tiuths that we are living upon. 

\ Approval prow s<. vcniJ (/natters ] 

1)k. Sum k maw. 

Oh, 1 could gi\e ton no end of samples from the 
rubbish heap ; but, lor the present, 1 shall keep to 
one acknowledged tmth, which is a hideous 'lie at 
bottom, but which Mr. I lovslad, and the JAsu't/^er, 
and a 1 adherents of the Messenger, live on all the 
same. 

I fowl AO. 

And that is— — ? 


Dk. Si ockm \nx. 

'That is the doctrine you have inherited from your 
forefathers, and go on thoughtlessly pioclaiming far 
and wide -the doetiine that the multitude, the vulgar 
herd, the masses, are the pith of the people that 
they are the people that the common man, the 
ignorant, undeveloped member of society, has the 
same right to sanction and to condemn, to counsel 
and to govern, as the intellectually distinguished few. 


Hilling. 

Well, now, strike me dead - — ! 
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ITo\ -own. 

| Shout i/r; at the same lime. ] Citizens, please note 
this ! 


Anoky Vuk !-. 

II0I10! Aren’t we the people? Is it only the 
grand folks that are to govern ? 

A Working Man. 

Out with the fillow that talks like that I 

( ) 1 III. NS. 

'Turn him out ! 


A Clll/LN. 

[Shouting. | IIlow youi horn, lwcnsui. 

[The dtef n oh v of a horn a/e heard; 

7o/i:sl/in;, and let rifle noise in the room . | 

I >K. Sloe KM \NN. 

[When the 'noise has somewhat i it b sided. J Now do 
he reasonable! (ant you bear even for once in a 
way to hear the voire of truth? I don’t ask you all 
to agree with me on the instant. Hut I certainly 
should have expected Mr. llovstad to bark me up, 
as soon as he had collected himself a bit. Mr. 
llo\stad sets up to be a freethinker- - - 

Skvkkai. Voicks. 

[Subdued and zrondertng.\ Freethinker, did lie 
say? What? Mr. llovstad a fieethinker ? 



I_s r > 


ix i:xk 1 / v or the t'Eori e. [An i\7 


i Lnvs r.\n. 

[ S/i ////'// v- 1 l'io\c* it, Di. Stockmann ! When 
ha\ e 1 said so in juint ? 

1>R. SrnC’KMWN. 

| /r/L'c/iji-. | No, upon my soul sou’re light theic; 
> ouVc never had tin* frankness to do that. Well, 
well, 1 won’t put you on the rack, Mr. lTo\stad. Let 
me be the freethinker then. And now I’ll make it 
Hear to >ou nil, and on scientific 1 gmunds loo, that 
the J/t ’ssY/wr is leading jou shameful!) by the nose, 
when it tells you that you, the masses, tin: crowd, are 
the title juth ol the people. I tell >oti that's only a 
newspaper he. The masses are nothing but the raw 
matci ini that must be fashioned into a l’eoplo. 

\Murwnrs, tiuroJiU'r, and disim banco in the 
room | 


1 )U. Sl'H’kM \ \ n. 

Is it not so with all othei living ueatures? What 
a difference between a cultivated and an uncultivated 
breed of animals! Just look at a common barn-door 
hen. What meat do you get from sue h a skinny 
carcase? Not much, I can tell you ! And what sort 
of eggs does she lay? A decent crow or raven can 
lay nearly as good. Then take a cultivated Spanish 
or Japanese hen, or take a fine pheasant or turkey — 
ah ! then you’ll see the difference! And now look at 
the dog, our near relation. Think fust of an ordinary 
vulgar cur- J mean one of those wretched, ragged, 
plebeian mongrels that haunt the gutteis, and soil the 
side-walks. Then place such a mongrel by the side 
of a poodle-dog, descended through many generations 
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from an ai istocratie slock, who h.ur lived on delicate 
food, and heard harmonious voices and music. Do 
you think the brain of the poodle isn’t \uy differently 
developed horn that of the mongiel? Ves, you may 
be sine it is! It’s w 'll bred poodle pups like this 
that jugglers train to perfoim the most marvellous 
hicks. A common p-^santcur lould never leant 
anytl ing of tin* soil- not if lu: liied ti 1 doomsday. 

f Ac/n.' tWi/ Jit i/i* /iter arc Lea hi a /l found. | 

A (’ll 1 / 1 . N. 

[S/touti/i!*.] Do vou want to make dogs of us now ? 

Anotiii r M\n. 

We’re not animals, Doctor! 

Dr. S roc k maxx. 

Ves, on my soul, but we are animals, my good sir! 
We’re one and all ol us animals, whether we like it 
or not. 1 lilt truly there are few enough aristocratic 
animals among us. Oh, there’s a terrible dilfeicnee 
between poodle men and mongrel-men ! And the 
ridiculous pai* ol it is, that Mr. llovstad quite agrees 
with me so long as it’s four-legged animals we’re 
talking of 

J Iovs r.\n. 

Oh, beasts are only beasts. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Well and good - but no sooner do T apply the law 
to two-lcggel animais, than Mr. llovstad stops short; 
then he daren’t hold his own opinions, or think out 
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Ins own thoughts; then lu: turns the whole piinciple 
11 psi«lt *-do\\ n, and proclaims in the /'copies Messniger 
That the barn-door lien and the gutter mongirl are 
precisely the hne.it specimens in the menagerie, lint 
that’s al\\.i\s the way, so long as the commonness still 
lingers in your s> stein, and you haven’t woiked your 
way up to spiritual dislim tion. 

1 Io\ -1 AD. 

I make no pu tence to any soil of distinction. I 
come of simple peasant folk, and I am proud that 
my root should lie dee]> down among the common 
people, uho are here being insulted. 

WOKKMKN. 

Iluriah for Hovstad ! Hun all! huriah ! 

1)r Stockmann. 

'The soil of common people 1 am speaking of are 
not found among the lower classes alone; they crawl 
and swarm all around us — up to the very summits of 
society. Just look at your own smug, respectable 
burgomaster ! Why, my brother beter belongs as 
clearly to the common people as any man that walks 
on two legs 

| Laughter and his scs . ] 

b U K ( JO MASTER. 

I protest against such personalities, 

I)R. S'lOCKMANN. 

[ Imperturbably .] and that not because, like 
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myself, lie’s (1 cm - ended from a good-for-nothing old 
1)11.110 from Pomerania, or thereabouts — lor that s our 
a lccstiy 

LUKC.nM \^i I’K. 

An absurd tiadition ! I'lleily groundless. 

1 )r. SrorkM \nn. 

but he is so because lie thinks the thoughts 

and holds die opinions of his official superiors. Men 
who do that belong, intellectually-speaking, to the 
common people; and that is why my distinguished 
brother Peter is at bottom so undistinguished, — and 
consequently so illibeial. 

JiUUCOMASrKU. 

Mr. Chairman ! 


1 loVSTAl). 

So that the distinguished people in this country 
are the Idherfd* ? That’s quite a new’ light on the 
subject. | Laughter. \ 

1>R. SlUCKMANN. 

Yes, that is part of my new discovery. And this, 
too, follows: that liberality of thought is almost 
precisely the same thing as morality. Therefore I 
say it’s absolutely unpaidonable of the Messenger to 
proclaim, day out, day in, the false doctrine that it’s 
the masses, the multitude, the compact majority, that 
monopolise liberality and morality, — and that vice 
and corruption and all soils of spiritual uncleanness 
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oo/e out of cirtuiL* as all that filth oo/es down to the 
I’.alhs fioin tin* Mill Dale tan woiks! 

| JWvV and inti n nption\.\ 

1 >u. Sioikmwn. 

| Goes on import tu hnbl\\ smiting in hit cage 9 not*. | 
And )el this same J/owt/igor can preach about ele- 
vating the massi s and the multitude to a higher level 
ot well being ! Why, deuce take it, if the A /< tsongor's 
own docliine holds good, the elevation of the masses 
would simply mean hurling them straight to perdition! 
but, happily, the notion that culture* demoralises is 
nothing but an old tiadilional lie. No, it’s stupidity, 
poverty, tin* ugliness of life, that do the devil’s work ! 
In a house that isn't aired and swept every day 
—my wife maintains that the floors ought to be 
scrubbed too, but perhaps that is i^oing too far; - 
well, in such a house, I say, within two or three 
)cais, people lo.^e the power of thinking or acting 
moi ally. Lack of oxygen enervates the conscience. 
And there seems to be piv< ions little oxygen in many 
and many a house.* in this town, since the whole com- 
pact mnjoiity is unscrupulous enough to want to 
found its future upon a quagmire of lies and baud. 

As| \| N v|. m. 

I cannot allow so gioss an insult to be levelled 
against a whole community. 


A ( 1 KNTI.F.M \ N. 

I move Lhat the Chairman order the speaker to sit 
down. 
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Ku.ir \'nin^. 

Yes, yes ! That’s right ! Sit clown ! Sit clown ! 

1 >k. Sroc km w.v. 

| Flaring ///.] Then T shall proclaim the truth at 
cvciy stieet cornel ! 1 shall writer to newspapers in 

other towns! The whole counliy shall know how 
matlcts stand lieu* ! 

J Io\ ^ r \ i>. 

It almost seems as il the Doctor’s object were to 
ruin the town. 


I)U. SlOCKMANW 

Yes, so well do I love my native town that 1 would 
lather ruin it than see it flemishing upon a lie. 

Asl\km;n. 

That’s plain speaking. 

| Xm\y ami :o hi tiling. Mrs. S'Lockmann 

coughs in vain; the Due l or no longer 

Jil t it r 3 /<V.] 

• IIoVsTAI). 

\ Shan ling amid the lmuhltl\ The man who would 
ruin a whole community must he an enemy to his 
fellow citizens ! 

I)r. S rock mann. 

[ With glowing tweilcnienti] What does it matter if 
a lying community is ruined ! Let it be levelled to 
the ground, say I! All men who live upon a lie 
ought to be exterm’., laled like; vermin ! You’ll end 
by poisoning the whole country; you’ll bring it to 


ii 
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such a pass that the whole counliy will deserve to 
peiish. And d it « \er comes to that, l shall say, 
horn the bottom ol ni) lw art: 1‘iiish the country! 
Peiish all its people ! 

A M\x. 

U« (lie ctuwd.\ Why, he talks like a regular enemy 
of the people ! 

Uiu.ino. 

St i ike me dead but there spoke tin* people’s voice! 

Tim- W hom.: Assmhji.y. 

[Shouting . ] Yes’ yes’ }es! lie’s an enemy of 
the people ! lb* hates his countiy' lie hates the 
whole people ! 

Asi,\km-.x. 

noth as a citizen of 1 his town and as a human being, 
I am deeply shocked at what it has been my lot to 
hear tonight. I)r. Stockmann has unmasked himself 
in a manner I should never have dreamt of. 1 must 
leluctantly subscribe to the opinion just expressed by 
some estimable citizens; and l think we ought to 
formulate this opinion in a resolution. I therefore; 
beg to move, “'That this meeting declares the medical 
officer ol the lkiths, Dr. Thomas Stockmann, to be 
an enemy of the people.” 

[ 7 handers ofupplause ami cheers. Many form 
a circle round the Doctor an i hoot at him. 
Mrs. Stockmann and Pi.tra have risen. 
Mortj.n and Eiuk Jigfit the other school- 
boys, who have also been hooting. Some 
gn wn up persons separate them ] 
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I >K. S’loCkM \N\. 

I'l'o the people hooting All, fools that you arc' 

I t .’11 \ou that 

Asi.xkskv. 

[Rinsing. ] 'The Doctor is out of order in speaking. 
A iormal \otc must he talo n; hut out of consideiation 
lor poisoned toolings, it will he taken in waiting and 
without names. Have you any blank paper, Mr. 
hilling? 

r.n.LiNU 

Heie’s both blue and white paper 

AsLAKsKN. 

Capital; that will save time. Cut it up into slips. 
That’s it. [ To the meeting. | Ulue means no, white 
means aye. I myself will go round and collect the 
votes. 

[ 'I he Hiuu.omas vi k /cares the room. Asi.ak- 
sen and a Jew others go round with pieces 
of paper in hats.] 

A (iRNTI.KMAN. 

\To IIovstu). ) What can he the matter with the 
Doctor? Whit does it all mean? 

Hovstatj. 

Why, you know* what a harebrained creature he is. 
A NOTH ER ( 1 ENT LEM A N . 

[ To Hii.linc;.] I say, you’re often at his houst. 
Have you ever noticed if the fellow drinks? 
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I >li l. INC. 

Strike me dead if T know what to say. The 
toddy's always on the table when any one looks in. 

A Third Gln n. km an. 

No, I should lather say he went off his head at times. 

KlUsT (iKNTI.KMAN. 

I wonder if there’s madness in the family? 

1 >1 1.LIXC. 

I shouldn’t he surprised. 

A Fourih (il- NTl.KMAN. 

No, it’s pure malice. lie wants to bo revenged for 
something or other. 

JjII.UNO. 

lie was certainly talking about a rhe in his salary 
the other day; but he didn’t get it. 

Al.r. TDK ( lilN'l LKMKN. 

[Together.] Aha! That explains everything. 

Tni', Drunken Man. 

["/;/ the I want a blue one, I do! And 

I’ll have a white one too. 

Several People. 

There’s the tipsy man again ! Turn him out ! 
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Morit.x Km.. 

I 'Ip preaching the Doctor.] Well, Stockmann, you 
see now what such monkey liicks lead to? 


Dr. Kidckmann. 

I have done my duly. 

Mortkn' Kiil 

What was that you said ahout the Mill Dale 
tanneries ? 

Du. Stockmann. 

You heard what I said— that all the filth comes 
from them. 

Morten Kiil. 

From my tannery as well? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

I’m sorry to 5.1 y yours is the worst of all. 

Morten Kiil. 

Are you going to put that in the papers too? 

Dr. Siockmwn. 

I can’t glo/e anything over. 

Morten Kiil. 

This may cost you dear, Stockmann ! 

\_Ifc £oes out.] 
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A F.vi Clm u ,m \n\ 

f Goes up to Iloks-I kk, without bowing to the Iadiesi\ 
Well, Captain, so you lend >our house to enemies of 
the people ? 

I InRvrr k. 

I suppose I can do as I please with my own 
pioperty, Sir. 

'I'm-: (Jkxhkm\n. 

'Then of rourse >ou can have no objection if I 
follow your example? 

I I OK. VI I-.R. 

What do )ou mean, Sir? 

TUI, ClvN TLLMAN. 

You shall hear from me to morrow. 

[ Turns away and goes out ] 


Pktr \. 

Wasn’t that the owner of your ship, Captain 
Horsier? 


I Iousti.r. 


Yes, that was Mr. Yik 


Asfakm n. 

[ With the voting papers in his hands , ascends the 
platform and / in^s. | (lent lemon ! I have now to 
announce the result of the vote. All the voters, with 
one exception 
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A YOI'NC (il.NTI.KMAN. 

That's the tipsy 111:111 ! 

Asl \ksl 

With tin: exception of one intoxicated person, this 
meeting of cili/ens unanimously declaies the medical 
oflici r of the baths, Dr. Thomas Stockmann, to he 
an enemy of the people [ Cheers and aff'anse. 1 
d’liree ehr ts (or our line old munieipality ! j Cheers. ] 
Three cheers lor 0111 able and cncigetic burgomaster, 
who has so loyally set family prejudice aside ! 
[Cheers. \ 'The met ting is dissolved. [I/e defends.] 

Liluni;. 

Yliice cheers (or the Chaiiman ! 

All. 

1 1 urrah for Aslaksen ! 

# 1 )u. S 1 ( tck M \\\. 

iM\ lut and coal, iVlru! (’upturn, haw >ou room 
lor |M.s.sengeis*to the new woild? 


I I< >K 1 KK. 

For you and )ouis, Doctor, we’ll make 100m. 

1 ) l\ . Sint KM \ N N. 

[ While L’i.iux Ziff's him to fut on his cn it.\ 
Ciood ! (a)ini', Katrina! come, hoys ! 

[1/e g/res his wife his aim . J 
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Mrs. Stvk’kmxnn. 

( />/ a low voiti' J 'Thomas, dear, let us go out by 
the back way. 

I)r. Sloe k \i \n\. 

No back ways, K.itiina! | In a loud voice. ] You 
shall hear from the enemy of the people, before lie 
shakes the diet from his feel ! I am not so 
forbearing as a certain prison ; I don’t say : I forgive 
you, for you know not what you do. 

yV'i.\ksh\. 

| Shouts ] 'That is a blasphemous comparison, Dr. 
Stockmann ! 


Mn i i \<;. 

Stiike me ! 'This is moie than a sciious man 

can stand ! 


A CoAKSK VoiCK. 

And he threatens us into the bargain ! 


Ancrv Criks. 

Let’s smash his windows ! Dm k him in the fiord ! 
A Man. 

[/;/ the crowd. ] blow y on r bom, Evensen ! Blow 
man, blow ’ 

[ / /om-blow ing, whistling and wild shouting. 
The i D octor, with his family , goes towards 
the door . IIokstlk clears the way for 
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All. 

[Veiling after them as they go out.'] Enemy of the 
people ! 1 10 ne my of the people ! Enemy of the 
people ! 

Ihr.uNO. 

Stiike me dead if J cl care to drink toddy at 
Stock. nann’s to ni”ht ! 

| 7 he people throng ton* at its the door; the 
shouting is taken up by others outside ; 
Jrom the sheet are heard cries oj u Enemy 
of the pof/el Enemy of the people /”] 
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ACT FIFTH. 

Dr. Stock ' i \nnV Study, I>ook\he/ves and glass 
cases with various col. ect ions a /on g the waits. 
In the hath, a door leading to the hall ; in front , 
on the left , a door to the sitting room. In the 
wall to the right are two win lows , all the pa ms 
of wh'ih are sum shed. Jn the middle of the room 
is the Doriok’b writing-table, covered with boohs 
and papers. The room is in disorder. It is 
forenoon. 

[Ur. Stock m \n\, in dtessin* gown, slippers , and 
shall cap, is bending down and rah in* with an 
umbrella under one of the cabinets; at last he 
rahes out a stone. J 

Dr. SmrKMVNN. 

\ Speaking through the sitting-room doorway. J 
Katrina, I've fouiul nnothei ! 

Mrs. Stockm \nn, 

\i„ the sitting-? ooml\ Oh, Fin sme you’ll find 
plenty more. 

Dr. S’Iockm \nn. 

[Placing flu stone on a pile of others ui the table. J 
I shall keep these stones as sacred relies. Filif and 
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Morten shrill see them every day, ami when I die 
they shall he heidooms. [Raking under the bookcase. \ 
Hasn’t — what the devil is her name? — the ^irl — 
hasn’t she been for the glazier yet ? 

Mks. S ITU K MANN. 

[ Coming in. ) \ es, hut he said he didn’t know 

whether In* would he able to conic to-day. 

Du. Si. -1 KM \s\ r . 

I believe, if the truth wue told, he daren’t come. 

Mks. Siihkmwx. 

Well, Randina, too, had an idea he was afiaid to 
come, because of the neighbours [Speaks through 
the sitting room dooiu*ay.\ What is it, Randina?- - 
Veiy well. [ Coes out , and re' urns immediately. J 
Here’s a letter for you, Thomas. 

])k. S roe km ann. 

l.et me see. [ Opens the letter and read w] Aha ! 

Mrs. S i ock wan n. 

\\ I10 is it from ? 

Dk. SioekWWN. 

From the landlord. He gives us notiec. 

Mrs. Siocrwwn. 

Is it ])Ossible? He is such a nice man 

Hu. Sn>e KM \NN. 

[Looking at the letter .] He daren’t do Othciwise, 
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lie says. Ho is very unwilling l<> do it; hut lie 
daren’t do otherwise — on account of his fellow- 
citizens — out of respect for public opinion -is in a 
dependent position — doesn’t dare to offend certain 
influential men 

Mrs. Siockmxnn. 

There, you set*, Thomas. 

1)r. Stockmann. 

Yes yes, 1 see well enough ; they are all cowards, 
every one of them, in this toun; no one dares do 
anything for fear of all the rest. [ Throws the Idler 
on the (able J Hut it’s all the same to us, Katrina. 
We’ll shape our course for the new world, and 
then 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

hut are you sure this idea of going abroad is 
altogether wise, Thomas ? 

Dr. SroikMwv 

Would you have me stay here, where they have 
pilloried me as an enemy of the people, bianded me, 
smashed my windows ! And look here, Katrina, 
they’ve torn a hole in my black trousers, too. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Oh dear ; and these are the best you have ! 

Dr. Si or km ann. 

A man should never put on his best trousers when 
he goes out to battle for freedom and truth. Well, 
I don’t care so much about the trousers; them you 
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c:m always patch up for ' me. Hut that the mob, 
tin* Kibble, should dare to attack me as if they 
were my equals — that’s what 1 can’t, for the life of 
me, stomach ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Yes, they have behaved abominably to you here, 
Thomas; but is that any reason for leaving the 
count i y altogether? 

1)R. S JOCK MANN. 

Do you think the plebeians aren’t just as insolent 
in other towns? Oh yes, they are, my dear; it’s six 
of one and half a dozen of the other. Well, never 
mind, let the curs yelp; that’s not the worst; the 
worst is that every one, all over the country, is the 
slave of his party. Not that I suppose — very likely 
it’s no better in the free West either ; the compact 
majority, and enlightened public opinion, and all 
the other devil's .trash is rampant theto too. Hut 
>ou see the conditions are larger there than here; 
they may kdl )ou, but they don’t slow-torture you; 
they don’t strew up a free soul in a vice, as they 
do at home here. And then, if need be, >ou can 
keep out of it'all. f Walks uf ami doion^\ If l only 
knew of any primeval forest, or a little South Sea 
island to be sold cheap 

Mrs. Siockmann. 

Yes, but the boys, Thomas. 

1)r. Stuck m\nn. 

f Comes to a sfo.utsfi/t. | What an extraordinary 
woman you are, Katrina ! Would you rather have 
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the hoys prow up in sm h a society as ours? Why, 
you could see lor youiself yestenl.iy evening that 
one half of the population is stark mad, and if the 
other half hasn't lost its wits, that’s only because 
they're hiutc beasts who haven’t any wits to lose. 

Mrs. SliifKMWN. 

Hut really, my dear Thomas, you do say siu h 
imprudent things. 

Dr. Siockmann. 

What! Isn’t it the tiuth that 1 tedl them? Don’t 
they turn all ideas upside down? Don’t they stir 
up right and wrong into one hotch-potch ? Don’t 
they call lies everything that i know to be the truth? 
Hut the maddest thing of all is to see crowds of 
grown men, calling themselves I abends, go about 
persuading themselves and others that they are 
friends ol freedom ! Dal you ever hear anything 
like it, Katrina? 

Mrs. Siockm vnn. 

Yes, yes. no doubt it's all wrong together, but 

| LVira e/itc/s Jrom the sitting-room. | 

Mrs Sick kmann. 

back fiorn school already? 

JYika. 

Yes ; I’ve been dismissed. 

Mrs. Sick km a n.v. 

I )ismisscd ? 
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Du. S]»k k\i \\N r . 

You loo ! 

]’i ru \. 

Mis. I.usk ‘Mw nu* noli< e, and so I thought it 
hest to lea\e th< u- and tin n. 


1)r. Siik.km\nn. 

You did pcrfix tly right ! 

Mrs. Sro( kmann. 

Who could have thought Mrs. l>usk was such a 
had woman ! 


IVi RA. 

Oh mother, Mrs. lhisk isn’t had at all; I saw 
clearly how sorry she was. Uut she daied not do 
otherwise, sin. said; and so 1 am dismissed. 

J)R. Smi’KUANX. 

[f.attgJiing and ruM'ing /us /lands. J She dared not 
do otherwise jusl like.* the rest ! Oh, it’s delicious. 

Mrs. S me km \\x. 

Oh \ull, after that frightful scene last night 

Pi, I R A. 

It wasn’t only that. What do you think, father ? 


Well ? 


1)'-. S'lOlk.MNXX. 



1 76 A X EXEMY OF TIILi PEOPLE. [Act V. 

Phi Is A. 

Mrs. Husk showed me no fewer than three letters 
she had lereived this morning 

1 )k\ StCMKM-'NN. 

Anonymous, of course? 

Pkiu \. 

Ye?, 

Du. Siockmwn. 

They never daie give their names, Katrina ! 

Phi K A. 

And two of them stated that a rt °n*loman who 
is often at our house said at the dim : ght that 

I held extiemely advanced opinions upon various 
things 

Dr. Siockmwn. 

Of course )ou didn’t deny it. 

Ph'l RA. 

Of course not. Vou know Mrs. Husk herself is 
pretty advanced in her opinions when wo’ie alone 
together ; but now that this has come out about me, 
she dared not keep me on. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Some one that’s often at our house, too ! There, 
you see, Thomas, what comes of all your hospitality. 

Dk. Stockmann. 

We won’t live any longer in such a pig-sty ! Pack 
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upas cjuiekly ns you ran, kitrina; lot’s got away - 
tin.* sooiuT the bettor. 


Mrs. Siockmvnn. 

lfush! T think them's some one in the passage. 
Sre who it is, l*c tra. 

IM I RA. 

| ( V\ /////<; the door j Oh, is it >oii, Captain Ilorstrr? 
Please come in. 

1 1 OKS I r R. 

| from the / 1 7 //. ] ( I nod morning. I thought T 

must just look m and ask how )ou are. 

Dr. Stock m.nnx. 

^hahi**' 1 ' t ] Thanks; that’s very good of 

)Oll. 

Mrs. Skkkmaxn. 

And tl ank >ou lor helping 11s through the crowd 
last night, Captain iloistor. 

, PhTK \. 

llow did you ever get home again? 

1 1 OK e| 1 k. 

Oh, that was all light. 1 am tolerably able-bodied, 
you know; and those fellows’ bark is worse than their 
bite. 

I)u. Stockmann. 

Yes, isn’t it extraordinary, this piggish cowardice? 
Come here, and let mo show you something ! Look, 
lu re are all the stones they tluew in at us. Only 

12 
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look at them ! Upon my soul there aren’t more than 
two derrnt-si/ril lumps in the whole heap ; the rest 
aic nothing lint pebbles mere gravel. They stood 
down theic, and yelled, and swore they’d half kill me ; 
— but as for really doing it -no, there’s mighty little 
fear of that in this town ! 

1 b>Rs| I K. 

You may thank join stars for that this time, 

1 )oetor. 

1)R. S'lOfKM \NN. 

So I do, of com >e. but it’s depressing all the 
same ; for if e\a r it should eome to a serious national 
struggle, you may he sure public opinion would be 
for taking to its hetls, and the comp-; . ' r • “ L Y 
would scamper for their lives like a flock or’sneep, 
Captain Horsier. That is what’s so melancholy to 
think of; it grieves me to the heart. — lhit deuce take 
it —it’s foolish of me to feel anything of the soit! 
They have (‘ailed me an enemy of the people ; well 
then, let me be an enemy of the people I 

Mrs. Stock maw. 

That you’ll never be, Thomas. 

Dr. Sio( km\n\. 

You’d better not take your oath of it, Katrina. A 
bad name may art like a pin-scratch in the lung. 
And that confounded word - I can’t get rid of it; it 
has sunk deep into my heart ; and there it lies 
gnawing and sucking like an acid And no magnesia 
ran cure me. 
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Petra. 

Pooh; you should only laugh a! them, father. 

1 lORR'l I’R. 

People will think differently yet, Doctor. 

Mrs. Sioc km \nn. 

Yes, Thomas, that’s as certain as that you are 
standing heie. 

Dr. Snx km \n n. 

Ves, perhaps, when it is too late. Well, as they 
make their bed so they must lie! Let them go on 
wallowing here in their pig-sty, and learn to repent 
having diiven a patriot into exile. When do you 
sail, Captain Horster? 


1 lORSTKK. 

Well that’s really what I came to speak to you 
about 


1 >u. Stock m \nn. 

What? Anything wrong with the ship? 


] Inksl I K. 

No; but the fact is, l shan't be sailing in her. 


Pi. rRA. 

Surely you’ve not been dismissed? 

IIORSTKR. 

\Smilingi\ Ves, I have. 
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l’l I RA. 

You too ! 

Mrs. Siockmann. 

There, you see, Thomas. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

And for the truth’s sake ! Oh, if I could possibly 
have imagined such a thing 


I loRS'L KR. 

You mustn’t hi* troubled about this; [ shall soon 
find a berth with some other company, elsewhere. 

Dr. St<k kmann. 

And this is that man \Tk ! A wealthy man, inde- 
pendent of every one ! Faugh ! 

I Iokstf.k. 

Oh, for that matter, he’s a very well-meaning man. 
He said himself he would gladly have kept me on if 
only he daicd 

Dr. Stockmann. 

l$ut he didn’t dare? Of course not ! 


Hors i kr. 

It’s not so easy, he said, when you belong to a 
paity 

Dr. Stockmann. 

My gentleman has hit it there ! A party is like a 
sausage-machine: it grinds all the brains together in 
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oik* mash; and that’s why \vc see nothing but porridge- 
heads and pulp-heads all around ! 


Mas. Slot kmann. 
Now really, Thom is ! 


TlCl R \. 

| To IIorstku.] If only )ou hadn’t seen us home, 
perhaps it would not have come to this. 


links i i.k. 

T don’t regie t it. 

1*li r v 

him her hand. | Thank >ou for that ! 


links I LK. 

[ To I)k. Siockm ANN. | And then, too, I wanted 
to tell you this: if you aie really detei mined to go 
abroad, I’ve thought of anothei way 

• 

1 )l<. S tnCK.M \ NN. 

That’s good* - if only we ran get off quickly — 

Mrs. Siockm ann. 

Hush 1 Isn’t that a knock ? 

J’mka. 

T believe it is urn le. 

Dr. Stockm \nn. 

Aha!* [ Cci//s.] Come in 1 
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Mrs. S roc km \nn. 

My dear Thomas, now do piomise mo 

[ The IU; pc omasa m< enters from the ha//.] 

Pi l T ROOM Xsl'KR. 

[In the doorway.] Oh, )ou arc engaged. 'Phen 
I’d better 

Dr. Slockmann. 

No no; come in. 

iJuucoM \stkr. 

Put 1 wanted to speak to you alone. 

Mrs. Stock. m an nt. 

We can go into the sitting room. 

I Torsi i:r. 

And I shall look in again presently. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

No no; go with the ladies, Captain Ilorstcr; I 
must hear more about 

I I ORSTJiR. 

All right, then 111 wait. 

[/A* follows Mrs. Stockmann and Pktra 
into the sifting room . 'J he Hi r room astkr 

say v nothings but casts glances at the 
windows.] * 
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1 )k. Si ui k \i \\N. 

I daresay you lind it radar diaughty hero today? 
Put on your cup. 

liruooM \s 1 1 u. 

Thanhs, if I may. [ s .w.] I lam*) ] taught cold 
)csteiday evening. 1 stood there shiveiing — 


J)k. S 1 OCkMANN. 

Really? O11 my soul, now, I loiuul it quite warm 
enough. 

liokoou \M i-.k. 

I regret that il was not in my powu to prevent 
these nocturnal rxcessi s. 

1 )k. Si in k\i \\ v 

Have )ou ail) thing el .c m puiticulur to say to me? 


• IJi- lu.oM \ ^ l l,k. 

yj'toifttting a large letter . J I have this document 
for you from the Diicetoi.s of the Baths. 


I )k. Sun km \n\. 

l\Ty dismissal ? 

IJlMvi.OM \sl I- k. 

Yes; dated from to day. [ 7 ’A /rev the letter on the 
tal>le.\ We are very son) hut, frankly, we dared 
not do otherwise 011 account of public opinion. 
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Dr. SlOCKM \NN. 

Dared nol ? I've heard that phrase 

already to day. 

UrRC.dM wi I'K. 

I beg \ou to lealise )our position eharly. For the 
future, you cannot count upon any sort ol piaetice in 
the town. 

Dr. Stock MANN. 

Devil take the practice ! l>ul how can you be so 
a tire of that? 

1U ROOM \sl kll. 

The House owneis’ Association is sending lound a 
circular fiom house to house, in which all well- 
disposed citizens are called upon not to employ )ou ; 
and I dare swear that not a single la ad ol a family 
will venture to refuse his signature; he simply dare 
not. 

Du. Si 01 km \n\. 

Well well ; 1 don't doubt that. Ilut what then? 

Ill ROOM \S I I.R. 

If J might advise, I would suggest that vou should 
leave the town foi a lime 

Dr. Siockmv.nn. 

Yes, I’ve had some such idea in my mind alicady. 

IlUROOMAs'l F.R. 

Hood. And when you have had six months or so 
for mature deliberation, if you could make up )our 
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mind to acknowledge your error, with a few words of 
le^rct 

Dr. S iockmann. 

I might perhaps be reinstated, you think? 

Ill: ROOM ASTER. 

Perhaps; it’s not quite out of the question. 

1)r. Stock manx. 

Ye\ but how about public opinion ? You daren’t, 
on account of public opinion. 

lie ROOM \S1 I R. 

Opinion is extiemely variable. And, to speak 
candidly, it is of the gieatest importance for us to 
have sudi an admission under your own hand. 

Dr. SlOC k MANN. 

Yes, I daresay it would be mightily convenient for 
you 1 Hut )ou remember what I’ve said to you 
beloie about kuch fovs’ nicks! 

* Pl'RC.OM \Sl I.R. 

At that time )oui position was infinitely more 
favourable; at that time you thought you had the 
whole town at )our back 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, and now I have the whole town on my 

hack | l'/arin* ///>. | Hut no— not if 1 had the 

devil and his dam on my back — ! Never — never, I 
tell you ! 
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lit; ROOM WI'KR. 

The father of a family has no light 1 lo at t as 3011 
are doing. Vo 11 lu\e no right to do it, Thomas. 

1 )r. Slot KM ANN. 

I have no right ! There's only one thing in the 
world that a free man has no right to do; and do you 
know what that is? 

Hrur.oMAs 1 1 u. 

N o. 

Dr. Slot km wn. 

Of course not ; hut / will tell you. A free man 
has no tight to wallow in filth like a cur; he has no 
right to act so that he ought to spit in his own face ! 

Hi'ur.oM \- 1 !■ r. 

That sounds extremely plausible; and if there weie 
not another explanation ol your obstinacy — but we all 
know there is 


1)r. Sj’ockm \nn. 

What do you mean by that ? 

liUROOMAS l I'jR. 

You understand well enough Jlut as your brother, 
and as a man who knows the world, I warn you not 

1 “II no right” uprising the Noiwcgian “ loi ikke" - 
the phrase which, clscwheie in this s« cue, is translated “dare 
not.” The lattci rendeiing should peihaps have been adheicd 
to throughout; Imt in this passage the Norwegian words eon\cy 
a shade of meaning which is best represented by 11 has no 

rinht.” 
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to build too confidently upon prospects and cxpecta 
lions that may very likely come to nothing. 

l)u. Stockm \nn. 

Why, what on earth are you diiving at? 

Uu ROOM AS I'l.R. 

Do you really want me to believe that you are 
ignorant of the terms of old Aloitcn Kill’s will? 


Dr. Sioc km ann. 

I know that the little he has is to go to a home for 
old and needy aili/ans. Hut what has that got to do 
with me? 

IjUKOOMAMI- k. 

To begin with, “the little he has 11 is no trifle. 
Morten Kill is a tolerably wealthy mail. 

1)K. S lOC'k MANN. 

I have never had the least notion of that — ! 

Hr room \s ri\U. 

Hm -re ally r* Th on I suppose you have no notion 
that a not inconsideiable part of his foilune is to go 
to your children, you and your wife having a lite- 
intercst in it. Has he not told you that ? 

1 ) u. Sloi km \nn. 

No, I’ll be hanged if he has! On the contrary, he 
has done nothing but grumble about being so prepos- 
terously over taxed. Hut are you really sure of this, 
Peter? 
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]5i'ui;om.\s i kr. 

I have it flora a thoroughly trustworthy souice. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Why, good heavens, then Katrina’s piovided for - 

and the children too! Oh, I must ted l her 

[_(.<*//*] Katrina, Katrina ! 

llUKC.OMASTLk. 

[ Holding him hack, ] Hush! don’t say am thing 
about it yet. 

M rs. Sun k.M \ N N. 

[ Oj*t nin^ l he door. | What is it ? 

J )li. Slock MANN. 

Nothing, my dear; go in again. 

| Mrs. Sioc km ann c/om* /he door.] 

1 )|\. SlOCkM \NN. 

[Pacing up and do ion. | Pio\idc d for,! Only think 
- all of them piovided loi ! And for hie! After all, 
it s a giand thing to leel join self secure ! 

Jit 1 ROOM \Sll.R. 

Yes, hut that is just w hat you are n ot. Motion Kill 
can revoke Ins will any day or hour he chooses. 

Dr. Stock m\nn. 

Put lie won’t, m\ good Peter. The badger is only 
too delighted to see me fall foul of you and yourwi-c- 
aerc friends. 
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liURC.nM \s 1 1 - r. 

| Starts ci fid to k\ ica rifling/) a! him ] Alia! Tlut 
tluows a new lii^ht nil a good many things. 

Dr. Slot km \\n. 

What things? 

lll’ROOMASl r R. 

Sn the whole* affair has boon a carefully-concocted 
intrigue. Vour recklessly violent ondaught in the 
name of ti nth upon the leading men of the town 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Well, what of it ? 

linn. 1 >m 1 1 r. 

It was nothing but a pieeonceited requital for that 
\indnt.ve old Morten Kill's will. 

Dr. Smck\r \\n. 

\ Almost sf'CCikless. | lVter you are the most 
abominable plebei tn l have e\er known in all my 
bom da)s. • 

lit- ROOM \Sl KK. 

All : s over betwven 11s. Your dismissal is irrevo- 
cable for now w’o have a we.ipan against you. 

\Hc gVA'S’ vitt. J 

1)r. Stockmann. 

Shame! shame! shame! [ Calls. ] Katrina! The 
floor must be scrubbed after him ! Tell her to come 
hen* with a pail —what’s her name? eonfomd it— -the 
girl with the smudgi on her nose 
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Mrs. Stockmann. 

[/// the sit/in^-room doorway ) Ilush, hush ! 
Thomas ! 

Pi. I R A. 

\ A/so in the doorway. ] l ather, here's g rand father; 
he wants to know if he can speak to you alone. 

I ) r . S i nr km \NN. 

Yes, of course he can. | t\v the door.] Come in, 
father-in-law. 

[Mokit.n Km. enters. J>r. Siockmann 
doses the d<><>r behind him. | 

Dr. Siockmwn. 

Well, what is it? Sit clown. 

Moktkn Kiit.. 

I won’t sit down. {Looking about him.] It looks 
cheerful here to-day, Stockmann. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, don’t you think so? 

Morif.n Kiit,. 

Sure enough. And you’ve plenty of fresh air too-, 
you’ve got your fill of that oxygen you were talking 
about yesterday. You must have a rare good 
conscience today, I should think. 


Yes, I luue. 


Dr. Stockmann. 
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Mor-ikn Kiie. 

So I should suppose. [Tapping himself on the 
breast . ] Put do you know what 1 have* got heir? 

Du. Sloe KM \N\. 

A good conscience 1 toe), I hope. 

Mouii n Kim. 

Pooh ! No ; something far hotter than that. 

\_Takes out a large pocket-book , opt ns it , and 
sht'70\ Sloe km \nn n bn mile oj papers. ) 

])U SlOC’KMNNN. 

\ Niching at him t/t astonishment.} Shares in the 
Paths S 

Morien Knt,. 

They wiMcn’t (lifllcult to get to-day. 

Dr. S rock mann. 

And you’ve gone* and bought these up ? 

Morten Kill.. 

All I had tlx? money to pay for. 

Du. Stockmann. 

Why, my dear sir, — just when things arc in such a 
di sperale way at the Paths 

Morten Knr.. 

If \o\\ behave like a leasonable being, you can 
Sv.t i H*t the Paths all right again. 
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I )r. S rut k M \\\. 

Well, you can set* for ) ourself I'm doing all I can 
lUit the people of this town arc mad ! 

Mokti.n Kiil. 

You said yesterday that the worst filth came from 
my tannery. Now, if that's true, then my grandfather, 
and my father before me, and I myself, have for e ver 
so many ) ears been poisoning the town with filth, like 
three destro\ ing angels. Do \ou think I’m going to 
sit quiet under such a reproach 

1 ) r. Si 01 km \nv. 

Unfortunately, \ou can't help ir. 

Mou 1 in Km.. 

No, thank you. I hold fast to my good name. 
I’ve heard that people call me “the badger. ” A 
badger’s a sort of a pig, I know ; but I'm determined 
to give them the lie. 1 will live and die a clean man. 

Dr. Sio< km \,\n. 

And how will you manage that? 

Mum kn Kml. 

You shall make me clean, Stockmann. 


Dr. Stock m\nn. 


I! 


Mom i n Km 


Do you knew what money I’ve used to buy these 
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shares with? No, you can’t know; but now I’ll tell 
you. It’s the money Katrina and Petra and the boys 
arc* to have after my death, l'or, you see, I’ve laid 
by something after all. 

1)r. Stockmann. 

\ Flaring up.] And you’ve taken Katrina’s money 
and done this with it ! 

Morten Kite. 

Yes; the whole of it is invested in the Baths now. 
And now I want to see if you’re really so stark, 
staring mad, after all, Stockmann. If you go on 
making out that these beasts and other abominations 
diibble down from my tannery, it’ll be just as if you 
were to Hay broad stripes of Katrina’s skin— and 
Petra’s too, and the boys. No decent father would 
ever do that — unless he were a madman. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[ l Wilkin^ up ami down.\ Yes, but I am a 
madman ; lam a madman ! 

Morten Kiit- 

You surely can’t be so raving, ramping mad where 
your wife and children arc concerned. 

1)r. Stockmann. 

f Stopping in front of him . ] Why couldn’t you have 
spoken to me before you went and bought all that 
rubbish ? 

Morten Kiil. 

What’s done can’t be undone. 
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Dl*. SlOCkMANiN'. 

[IJ'a’king re sticks iy about. ] If only I weren’t so 

certain about the affair ! But I am absolutely 

convinced that I’m right. 

Mortkn Kiit,. 

| Weighing the pm kc Ebook in his hand.\ Tf you 
stick to this lunacy, these aren't woith much. 

[Puts the hook info his pocket. \ 

Dl\. SlOC’kMNNN. 

But, deuce take it ! surely science ought to be able 
to hit upon some antidote, some soit of prophy- 
lactic — 


Mortkn Km- 

Do you mean something to kill the boasts? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, or at least to make them harmless. 

Mortkn Kiil. 

Couldn’t you try ratVbano ? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Oh, nonsense, nonsense!- But since every one 
declares it’s nothing but fancy, why fancy let it be ! 
Det them have it their own way ! Haven’t the 
ignorant, narrow-hearted curs reviled me as an enemy 
of the people? — and weren’t they on the point of 
tearing the clothes off my back ? 
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MdKTKN KlIL. 

And they’ve smashed all your windows for you too ! 

Du. SlOCKMANN. 

Yes, and then there’s one's duty to one’s family ! 
I must talk that over with Katrina; such things art' 
more in her line. 

Moktf.n Kiii.. 

That’s right ! You just follow the advice of a 
sensible woman. 

Du. Stockm \nn. 

[ Turning upon him angrily. | How could you act 
so preposterously! Risking Katrina’s money, and 
putting me to this horrible torture ! When I look 
at you, I seem to see the devil himself- - - ! 

Moim.tf Kiit.. 

'Then I’d better be off. Hut 1 must hear from you, 
yes or no, by two o’clock. If it’s no, all the shares go 
to the Hospital — and that this very day. 

• 

Dr. SrocKMVNN. 

And vhat wifi Katiina get? 

Mortkn Kiil. 

Not a rap. 

['/'he door of ihc anteroom opens. TIovstad 
and Aslakskn aic seen outside it . ] 

Morti’N Kiil. 

Hullo ! look at these two. 
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Du. Stockmann. 

[St a rut g at i/ic//i.\ What! Do you actually venture 
to conic here ! 

1 1 OVSTAD. 

Why, to he sure we do. 

Ast.aksf.n. 

You see, we’ve something to discuss with you. 

Mortin Kill.. 

[ // V//\/»c;x ] Yes or no hy two (/('lock. 

Asi.aksf.n. 

[ / f 1th a gh i ncc at I lov st a i ). ] Aha! 

[ M urtkn K 11 I, got's out. ] 

Du. Stockmann. 

Well, what (lo you want with me? he brief. 

Hovstad. 

I can quite understand that you resent our attitude 
at the meeting yesterday 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Your altitude, you say? Yes, it was a pretty 
attitude! I call it the attitude of co\vaids--of old 
women Shame upon you ! 

1 1 OVSTAD. 

Call it what you will; hut we could not act 
otherwise. 
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Dr. Stockmann. 

You dared not, I suppose ? Isn’t that so? 
ITovstad. 

Yes, if you like to put it so. 

Asi.aksen. 

Hut why didn’t you just say a word to us before- 
hand? The merest hint to Mr. Ilovstad or to 
me 

Du. Stockmann, 

A hint? What about? 

Ast.aksen. 

About what was really behind it all. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

1 don’t in the least understand >ou. 


Aslakskn. 

[ Nods confidentially.} Oh yes, you do, Dr. Stock- 


IIov .STAR 


It's no good making a mystery of it any longer. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

[Looking from one to the other.} Why, what in the 
devil’s name ! 

Aslaksen. 

May I ask — isn’t your fat her in-law going about the 
town buying up all the Bath stock ? 
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Du. Slue KM ANN. 

Yes, he has been buying Bath stock to day \ 
but 

Asiakskn. 

It would have been more prudent to let somebody 
else do that — some one not so closely connected with 
you. 

1 lovs'i ad. 

And then you ought not to have appeared in the 
matter under your own name. No one need have 
known that the attack on the Baths came from you. 
You should have taken me into your counsels, Dr. 
Stockmann. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[St an s straight in front of him; a light seems to 
break in upon him , and he ai/jw as though thunder- 
stmck.\ Is this possible? Can such things be? 

Aslakskn. 

[Smiling.] IBs plain enough that’ they can. But 
they ought to be managed delicately,, you understand. 

Hovstad. 

And there ought to be more people in it ; for the 
responsibility always falls more lightly when there are 
several to share it. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[Calmly.] In one word, gentlemen -what is it you 
want ? 
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Am. \k.M-.N. 

Mr Hovstad can best 

1 (ovstad. 

No, >ou explain, Aslakscn. 

Am.AKSKN. 

Well, it\s this: now that we know how the matter 
loally stands, we believe we can venture to place the 
People'* Messenger at your disposal. 

Dr. Siockmvnn. 

Von i an venture to now, oh? Hut how about 
public opinion? Aren't you afraid of bringing down 
a storm upon us ? 

llOVSTAO. 

We must manage to ride out the storm. 

Asi,akm:n. 

And you must’ be ready to put about quickly, 
I )octor. As soon as your attack lias done its work 

* I)r. Slockmann. 

As soon as my father-in-law and I have bought up 
the shares at a discount, you mean- ? 

UnVSTAI). 

I presume it is mainly on scientific grounds that 
you want to take the management of the Jkiths into 
your own hands. 

Dr. Stuck MANN. 

Of course ; it was on scientific grounds that I got 
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the old Badger to stand in with me. And then we’ll 
tinker up the water works a little, and potter about 
a bit down at the beach, without its costing the town 
sixpence That ought to do the business? Eh? 


Hovstad. 


I think so — if you have the Messenger to back you 
up. 


ASLAKSEN. 


In a free community the press is a power, Doctor. 


Dr. Stockmxnn. 

Yes indeed; and so is public opinion. And you, 
Mr. Aslaksen -I suppose you will answer for the 
House-owners’ Association ? 


Aslaksen. 

Both for the House owners’ Association and the 
Temperance Society. You may make your mind 
easy. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

But gentlemen — really I'm quite ashamed to mention 
such a thing — but — what return ? 


Hovstad. 

Of course, we should prefer to give you our support 
for nothing. But the Messenger is not very lirmly 
established ; it’s not getting on as it ought to ; and I 
should be very sorry to have to stop the paper just 
now, when there’s so much to be done in general 
politics. 
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Dk. Siock mann. 

Naturally; that would bo very hard for a friend of 
the people like you. [ blaring up ] Hut 1 — 1 am 
an enemy of the people ! [Striding about the room ] 
Where’s my stick? Where the devil is my stick? 

Hovstad. 

What do you mean ? 

Asdakskn. 

Surely you wouldn’t — 

Dr. Stockmann. 

[ Standing still .] And suppose 1 don’t give you 
a single farthing out of all my shares? You must 
remember we rich folk don’t like parting with our 
money. 

Hovstad. 

And you must remember that this business of the 
sliaies can be represented in two ways. 

t 

Dr. Stockmann. 

* 

Yes, you are the man for that ; if I don’t come to 
the rescue of the Messenger^ you’ll manage to put a 
vile complexion on the affair; you’ll hunt me down, 
I suppose - bait me — try to throttle me as a dog 
throttles a hare ! 

Hovstad. 

That’s a law of nature — every animal fights for 
its own subsistence. 
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Asi \k^i n. 

And lii'ist take its food where it ran find it, you 
know T . 

l)k. Slue KM ANN. 

Then bee if you can’t find some out in the gutter ; 
[Striding about the raom\ for now, by heaven! we 
shall see which is the stiongest animal of us three. 

\ binds his umbrella and brandishes //.] Now, look 
here- -! 

Ho\\sl\l». 

You surely don’t mean to assault us! 

Asi.akskn. 

I say, be careful with that umbrella ! 

1)r. SlOCKMANN. 

Out at the window with you, Mr Hovstad ! 

IlovsTAD. 

[ By the anteroom door.] Aie you utterly crazy? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Out at the window, Mr. Aslakscn ! Jump, I tell 
you ! lie quick about it ! 

Asiakskn. 

[/tunning round the writing table. ] Moderation, 

Doctor; I’m not at all sticmg; I can’t stand much 

[ Screams . ] Help ! help ! 

[Mrs. Siockmann, Pktra, and IIokstlr 
enter from sitting-ream.] 
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MkS. SlOCKMANN. 

Cloud heavens, Thomas ! what c an be Lhe mailer? 

I)r. Si ex km ann. 

[lirandishing the umbrella. | Jump, l tell you ! Out 
into the gutter ! 

T To VST A I). 

A11 unpiovokcd assault ! I call you to witness, 
Captain liorslei. 

[Hushes off tin ough the hall.\ 

Asi.Ah.SKN. 

[fiewildered.] Tf one only knew the local situa- 
tion ! 1 

[ lie si niks out by the sitting room duor.\ 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

| /folding back' the Doctor.] Now, do restrain 
yourself, Thomas ! 

Dr. SlOCKMANN. 

[ Th routing down the umbrella .] I’ll be hanged if 
they haven’t got off after all. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Why what can they have wanted with you? 

1 “ L)e lokalc forholdc ” — the local conditions, 01 tin- circum- 
stances of the locality, a pluasc constantly in Aslakscn’s mouth 
in Ik? League of Youtn. In the present context it is about 
equivalent to “the lie ol the land.” 
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Dr. Stockmann. 

I’ll toll you afterwards : I have other things to 
think of now. [Goes to the table and writes on a 
visiting-card.] Look here, Katrina, what’s written 
here ? 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Tlnee big Noes; what does that mean? 

J)u. Stockmann. 

That I’ll tell you afterwards, too. f Handing the 
card. ] There, Petra ; let smudgy-face run to the 
Badger’s with this as fast as she can. Be quick ! 

[Petra goes out through the hall ivith the 
card. J 


Dr. Stockmann. 

Well, if I haven’t had visits to day from all the 
emissaries of the devil ! But now i’ll sharpen my 
pen against them till it becomes a goad; I’ll dip it 
in gall and venom ; I’ll hurl my inkstand straight at 
their skulls 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

You forget we are going away, Thomas. 

[L’etra returns. J 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Well ! 


She has gone. 


Petra. 
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Dr. Stockmann. 

Good. Going away, do you say? No, 1 ’ll be 
damned if we do ; we slay where we are, Katrina! 


Stay ! 


Pftr \. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 


1 lore in the town ? 


Dr. S'lfx k m \nn. 

Yes, here ; Iht 1 field of battle is here ; hen* the 
fight must be fought , here 1 will conquer! As soon 
as my tiousers are mended, T shall go out into the 
town and look for a house; we must have a roof 
over our heads for the winter. 


Hors lkr. 

'That you ran have in my house. 


Dr. Stockmann. 

Can 1 ? ’ 

• Horsikr. 

Ves, there’s in difficulty about that. T have room 
enough, a.,d I’m hardly ever at home myself. 

Mrs. Stork mann. 

Oh, how kind of you, Captain llorster. 

Pf.tr a. 

Thank you ! 
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Dr. Stoi km ANN. 

\ Shaking his hand . J Thanks, thanks! So that 
is off my mind. And this very day I shall set to 
work in earnest. Oh, there’s no end of work to he 
done here, Katrina! It’s a good thing 1 shall have 
all my time at my disposal now; for you must know 
I’ve had notice from the Baths- — 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

Oh yes, 1 was expecting that. 

Dr Stoi'km \nn. 

And now they want to take away my practice 

as well. Hut let them ! The poor 1 shall keep 
anyhow — those that can’t pay ; and, good Lord ! it’s 
they that need me most. But by heaven ! I’ll make 
them listen to me ; I'll preach to them in season and 
out of season, as the saying goes. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

My dear Thomas, I should have thought you had 
learnt what good preaching does. 

Dr. Stockmann. 

You really are absurd, Katrina. Am T to let myself 
be beaten off the field by public opinion, and the 
compact majority, and all that sort of devilry ? No, 
thank you ! Besides, my point is so simple, so clear 
and straightforward. I only want to drive it into the 
heads of these curs that the Liberals arc the craftiest 
foes free men have to face; that party-programmes 
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wring the necks of all young and living truths; that 
considerations of expediency turn justice and morality 
upside down, until life here becomes simply unlivable. 
Come, Captain Horsier, don’t you think I shall be 
able to make the people understand that? 

IIousit.k. 

Mavbo; I don’t know much about these things 
myself. 

Du. Srn< K\r \nn. 

Well, you see this is the way of il ! It’s the 
party loaders that must be exterminated. For a party- 
leader is just like* a wolf, you see — like a ravening 
wolf; he must devour a certain number of smaller 
animals a year, if lie’s to exist at all. Just look at 
Hovstad and Aslaksen ! How many small animals 
they polish off— or at least mangle and maim, so that 
they’re fit for nothing else but to be house-owners and 
subscribe, rs tc the peoples Afesse/igcr f [ Sits on the ctfge 
of the (able. ] Just come here, Katrina see how 
bravely the sun shines to-day ! And how the blessed 
fresh sining air blows in upon me! 

• Mrs. Stockmann. 

Yes, if onb we could live on sunshine and spring 
air, Thomas ! 

Du. Stockmann. 

Well, you 11 have to pinch and save to eke them 
out — and then we shall get on all right. That’s what 
troubles me least. No, what does trouble me is that 
I don’t see any man free enough and high-minded 
enough to dare to take up my work after me. 
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Pi "i ka. 

Oh, don’t think about that, father; you have time 
enough before you. — Why, sec, there are the boys 
alieady. 

[Ejlie and Mou i i:\ enter from the sitting 
room.] 

Mrs. Si*ockm\nn. 

Have you a holiday to-day? 

M out I N. 

No; but we had a fight with the other fellows in 
play lime 

Eilif. 

That’s not true; it was the other fellows that 
fought us. 

Morten. 

Yes, and then Mr. Rorlund said we’d belter stop at 
home for a few days 

Du. Stockmann. 

[Snapping his fingers and springing down from the 
table.] Now L have it! Now I have it, on my soul ! 
You shall never set foot in school again ! 

'The IJoys. 

Never go to school ! 

Mrs. Stockmann. 


Why, Thomas 



Ac i V.| AN ENEMY OF T / fF . FF . OPf . R . 


2 < ><) 


4 

1 )k. Stockmann. 

Never, I say! I shall teach you n.; self —that’s to 
say, I won’t teach you any moitul thing - - 


Mor i en. 

Hurrah ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

— hut I shall help you to grow into free, high- 
minded men. —Look here, you’ll have to help mo, 
IVtra. 


l’l. ' RA. 


Yes, father, you may be sure T will. 


1)r. Stockmann. 

And we ll have our school in the room where they 
reviled me as an enemy of the people, lint we must 
have more pupils. I must have at least a do'en bo)s 
to begin with. 

Mrs. Stockmann. 

You’ll never get them in this town. 

• Dk. Stockmann. 

We shall see! [ 7 b ihc boys.] Don’t you know 
any street urchins -any regular ragamuffins ? 

Morten. 

Yes, father, 1 know lots ! 

Dr. Stockmann. 

That’s all riglu; bring me a few of them. I shall 

14 
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experiment with the street-curs for once in a way; 
there are sometimes excellent heads amon^ them. 

Mortkn. 

l»ut what art' we to do when we’ve grown into free 
and high minded men ? 

I >K. S roc KM YNN. 

Diive all the wolves out to the far west, bojs! 

1 K ii ik looks rather doubtful ; Mori i. n jumps 
about , shouting “Jinn ah ! ? 'J 

M Rs. Slot KM ANN. 

If only the wolves don’t drive you out, Thomas. 
]>R. S I't K K MANN. 

Arc you quite mad, Katrina! Drive me out! 
Now 7 that T am the strongest man in the town? 


Mrs. Stockmann. 

The strongest — now? 

Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, I venture to say this : that now I am one of 
the strongest men in the whole world. 

Mortkn. 

I say, what fun ! 


Dr. Stockmann. 

[/" a subdued twice.} Hush! you mustn’t speak 
about it yet ; but I have made a great discovery. 
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Mrs. Stockmann. 
What, another? 


Dr. Stockmann. 

Yes, of course! [6 lathers them about him , and 
speaks onjidentiahyd\ This is what I have discovered, 
you see: the strongest man in the world is he who 
stands most alone. 


Mr- S IOC KM ANN. 

[ Shah a her head, smiting Ah, Thomas dear 
Petra. 

f Grasping his hands cheerily .] Father j 


THE END. 
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